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THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1943 


‘Talent Costs Money 

Charles K. Brightbill, as scores of 
Pittsfield’s civic-minded citizens 
will attest, can qualify as a park 
and public recreation expert. As a 
field worker of the National Rec- 
reation Association, he gave lavish- 
ly of his time,a few years ago to 
studying Pittsfield needs, surveying 
its plant and making recommenda- 
tions. Therefore, when he is asked 
as to the best form of administra- 
tion of a park and playground sys- 
tem hig opinion must be respected 
past that of the usual run of ex- 
perts. As much as any non-resi- 
dent can, he knows and under- 
stands Pittsfield’s problems. 

Mr. Brightbill favors the commis- 
sion form of administration of the 
city’s recreational facilities. While 
he does not elaborate one May as- 
sume that he does so with full 
knowledge of how the other ad- 
ministrative systems. work and of 
their strengths and weaknesses. In 
the current proposal of Councilman 
Lake to abolish the present Park 
Commission and substitute a single 
commissioner responsible to the 
mayor and City Council, it is. diffi- 
cut to understand how the consid- 
erable losses resulting from scrap- 
ping the commission could be com- 
pensated for by some other ar- 
rangement, | 

For instance, a park administra- 
tor himself would probably be the 
first to welcome a commission. A 
commission would help him deter- 
mine policy. It would shield him 
from the day. to day political pres- 
sures bound to arise to the sacrifice 
of long-term planning. It would 
give him more time to be a good 
administrator. The loss to the city 
in depriving citizens of civic re- 
sponsibility would be considerable. 
Many persons of integrity, ability || 
and vision yearn to render unselfish|| 
service to their communities but 
because of geographical considera- 
tions, business reasons, or congeni- 
tal distaste for politics can do so 
only by serving on appointive 
boards. If the present commission 
has not compiled a brilliant record, 
it must be ‘remembered that  be- 
cause of the lack of a trained park 
superintendent it has had to con-| 
cern itself to a great extent with; 
administration as well as policy. 

The weakness in the present po- 
» sition of the Park Commission in|| 
seeking to hire a park superintend- 

nt ig that the commission has set). 
their sights too high on the talents). 
of man they want and too low on} 
his worth. It is to be doubted  ift 
the commission, the city or the} 
park system will be’ served ade- 
quately by a man in the $3000 
bracket. The city has been par-| 
simonious in its executive salaries 
all along the line and the Pack) 
Commission appears to have fol- 
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Park Board Opposition 
Overriden by Councilmen 


Resolution on Lake’s Commissioner 
Proposal Passed in Spite of Protest 
From England and Others 


In adopting a resolution, praying 
that the General Court act favor| 
ably on a proposed bill to replace 
the present Park Commission sys- 
tem in this city with one full-time, 
paid commissioner, the City Coun-| 
cil last night unanimously overrode 
an opposing bloc, composed of four 
of the five unpaid park commis- 
sioners. 


In asking that the Park Com-| 


mission be given a chance to op- 


erate the parks with. a full-time}:~ 


recreation superintendent, Park 
Commissioner Monroe B. England 
admitted that the park personnel 
“was not as good as it should be 
and that it would be awfully hard 
for the city to get rid of its inef- 
ficient employees because they are 
all under civil service.” Commis- 
sion Chairman William J. Butler 
argued that the new. setup would 
be much more expensive because 
the Commission was going to ap- 
point a $3000-a-year superintendent 
this month, as provided in the 
budget, and he couldn’t understand 
what the duties of the proposed 
commissioner would be with one 
man taking care of recreation and 
Napoleon A. Langlois retaining his 
job as maintenance foreman. He 
also thought a one-man commis- 


sioner would be a political “foot-|that the city was fortunate at this| 


ball” for each incoming mayor and 
City Council. 
England Speaks 


Speaking on his own behalf and 
not for the Commission, Commis- 
sioner. England pointed to the 
recommendation of Charles K. 
Brightbill, national recreation ad- 
visor, that the Park Commission 
be retained. He also thought that 
Pittsfield would be the only city in 
the commonwealth with the one- 
man administration of parks. 

“For the past five years,” Mr. 
England continued, “this commis- 
sion has been working. like the 
dickens to bring the park depart- 
ment out of the morass it was in 
for sometime. I know and you gen- 
tlemen know that the personnel is 
not as good as it should be, but you 


Department was an ‘end-all’ of the 
city government because when any 
other department needed money, 
the fund usually were transferred 
from the parks.” Today, he de-| 
clared, City Hall was in the best of| 
shape, with ‘capable department 
heads, In Chairman William J. 
Butler, he believes, the city had) 
about the best . park commission 
head in its history. 

Butler Airs Views 

‘What are you going to do,” 
posed Chairmen Butler, ‘with the 
superintendent we intend to ap-| 
point this month? After all, by the 
time this proposed act is voted on 
and goes into effect,. the superin-| 
tendent will. have acquired full! 
civil service status, Furthermore, 
the appointment of a commissioner 
for a two-year term would give 
you @ political football to be kicked, 
around every time a new mayor| 
took office.” 

‘Why a football?” interjected 
Councilman John D, Lynch. “We 
have other one-man departmental| 
heads and they aren’t kicked| 
around like a football.” Gi 

Chairman Butler answered that 
politics have always seemed to, 
hound the park problem and added; 


| 





} 


‘time to have exceptionally capable 
departmental heads. | 
Councilman - Thomas E. Enright| 
lasked whether. the Commission had| 
a man capable of taking over the, 
one-man job of park commissioner. | 
Answering for himself, Mr, Butler} 
‘said he wasn’t interested in the job, 
didn’t think that Commissioners 
England and Archibald K., Sloper’ 
were, and that Commissioner Bart- 
lett D,. Hendricks was headed for| 
armed service in the near future. 
(Mr; Hendricks is in 3-A end 
doesn’t expect to be called imme- 
diately.) Fred T. Francis Jr, was 
the only park commissioner who| 
didn’t attend: last night’s Council 
meeting. 
Lake Has Ideas 
| In moving adoption of the res- 


also know how awfully hard it is|olution, Councilman Harvey E. 


for the city to get ride of am inef- 
ficient employee with civil service 


\Lake, sponsor of the proposed bill} 
and referendum, said he has . in! 


status. Last year, you gentlemen|mind two members of the present 


were given the opportunity to au- 
thorize the appointment of a recre- 


ational supervisor for the parks, 


Park Commission who would make 
| very capable commissioners.” 
| “By the Commissioners’ own ad- 


but you vetoed the measure when |mission,” the one-man commission 
it was presented in the budget. If | champion continued, “they can’t 
you had granted us the request a|/qdo a good, complete job. Why, in| 
year ago we could have shown thejall sense of fairness and prac- 
results of having. a professional |iicability, then, would it not be 
full-time .superintendent and wWe|feasible to hire one professional 
would have been in a much better|man who could devote all his time 
position to hire a capable man but/to see that the business and routine 
we didn’t get the chance. | say, | of the expanding park program) 
give us a chance to work with a|were well administered. This Is) 
good superintendent and we will| notwithstanding the recommenda-| 


show you results.” 


Mr. England was not mincing 


! 


tions of Mr. Brightbill, whose ap-) 
pearance in the city last week, 


words. Pointing to existing condi- | shortly before this matter was to 


tions some years back, he said the|come up before the Council, was, 
board of public works was an “aw~|\ quite a coincidence.” 
ful mess’—a’ catch-all, whose per- 


t 


Arthur Conley, speaking on be-! 


SOMME] CONSiSt jaleuasaemiiiiiiamaeies wholnsif of the Pittsfield Taxnayers’| 


The | Association, of which he is execu-| 
€ |tive secretary, waS in favor of a) 
up |single executive.. No municipal de-| 
Park jpartment, he said, can be satisfac-| 





(torily administered by a board of) 
ltwo of more members and the cur-| 
rent trend in municipal govern-| 
;ment is to have full-time, profes- 
sional: administrators. He praised 
the present members of the board 
for their good work,+ but added 
that -they were “necessarily re-j 
stricted to their own personal 
affairs. 





Fate of P ork P roposal a 


May Be Left to 


Councilman Lake’s Proposal for 
Commissioner Instead of Commission 


Will Be Taken Up First in Boston 


Pittsfield voters probably will de- 
cide this fall whether this city will 
have a one-man administration of 


local parks or whether a park 


commission will continue to func- 


mel 


Voters oe 


his original intention to have the 
people decide on the change. 

The bill, as proposed, will have 
no provision for either a super- 
visory or advisory board, Mr. Lake 
said, but if the City Council sees 


oes ~ 
| 
} 
} 


P ark Board 


| 


] 
} 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
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Charles K. Brightbill, New Eng- 
‘land regional recreation represent- 
Jative of the Federal Security Ad- 
_ ministration, “would not be in 
'}favor of the elimination of the 


tion, Councilman’ Harvey E. Lakelfit, it could appoint an advisory|I|}Park Commission, because expe- 


| 
| 


; 
A 
he 
’ 


of Ward 2, sponsor of the pro- 
posed referendum, said today. 


Councilman Lake conferred yes- | 


terday with -Representatives Mat- 


thew J. Capeless, Arthur W. Milne} 


and Daniel Casey, who expressed 


favorable opinions toward the pro- 


posed change and will present it 


this week to the House Commit- 


tee for legality and form. Then 


commission at any time. 
| pits Se SRL SS 
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| 


| 


| 


the matter will be brought back’ 


for the approval of Mayor James 
Fallon and the City Council. 


Councilman Lake said today that, 
he was ‘“‘very much encouraged” as | 
to the- prospects of having a park; 


program administered by a profes- 
sional employee. 


————— — a 


a 


Park Employees 


He said it was] 


{ 


Protected — : 


Under Councilman’s Bill 


Lake’s Measure Would Assure 3 | 
City Workers Their Civil on ie : 


Service Status if- Transferred 


In addition to the abolition of the 


Park Commission, the proposed bill 


\ 


its charter, and shall receive such | 
compensation, if any, as the 


rience has shown that programs 
‘are conducted more successfully 
|when there is an unpaid, vitally in- 
aes board to determine policy.” 
That was his answer this morn- 
ing to a question concerning the 
proposal of Councilman Harvey 
Lake of Ward 2 to give a profes- 
‘sional park administrator jurisdic- 
tion over the city’s parks without 
supervision from a commission. 
Brightbill, principal speaker at 
the recreational ‘conference which 
was held in the Berkshire Museum 
under the auspices of the regional 
social service section of the Mas- 
sachusetts Committee on Public 
‘Safety, urged that every committee 
of public safety under the health 
and social services division set up 
a war recreational committee. 
There are 60 at present in Massa- 
ichusetts, he revealed, and they are 
doing an effective job in their re- 
ispective communities. 
Outlines Program 


In outlining a three-fold program 
which his agency is striving to car- 
ry forth, Brightbill listed as urgent 
considerations recreation for the 
‘military in the community, recreg- 
tion for war workers and_ their 
‘families, and civil recreation on the 
home front. The absence of organ- 
ized military units in Berkshire 
County precludes emphasis ‘on that 


Eli 
Opposed by Brightbill fof | 


Federal Recreation Official Besa ; 
Stresses Importance of Unpaid 
_“NVitally Interested’? Commission 
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a ; 


ination 2- 


point here, he said; but efforts are 
being made to give real st 
the latter two large groups. ee 

Facts and figures; gatherea in| 
an 18-month survey. by recognized | 
recreational leaders, show that ade- | 
quate recreation for war workers | 
and their families has had a posi-_ 
tive effect on the reduction’ of | 
absenteeism and labor turnover. 
The War Manpower Commission | 
figured prominently in the survey, 
he said. | 

“Where production has gone on| 
a 24-hour basis, we are urging that ic 
recreation do likewise, and we} 
mean both public and commercial | 
recreation,” he told the audience of| 
25 Berkshire recreational leaders | 
who attended the morning session, 

Effective application of com-| 
prehensive recreational programs | 
has gone a long way toward timely | 
reduction of adolescent delin- 
quency, he disclosed. 

James E. Keegan, superintendent 
of the Boys’ Club, was chairman of | 
the morning session. Professors |) 
William Vinal and Lawrence Loy, | 
both of Massachusetts State Col- 
lege’s extension division, Miss Vir- | 
ginia Stratton of the Society for} 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 
Liewellyn Cole of Hinsdale, head 
of civilian defense recreation and 
morale, Frank E. Giddings, civilian 
defense regional director of health. 
and William L, Stearns, director. of 
the Dalton Community Association, | 
were among those participating in| 
the discussion. 

An afternoon session was schead- | 
uled to start at 2 and continue | 
to 4 , 


Pan 
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Mayor and City Council may de- 
termine, | | 

Section 2, The employees in | 
the Park Department of said . 
city, as existing immediately | 
prior to the establishment of the | 
Park Department hereunder, | 
Shall be transferred to the Park 


of Councilman Harvey E. Lake, as 
jdrawn up last week by the House 
|Committee in: Boston, would pro- 
|vide for the transfer of all present 
jpark department employees to the 
jnew setup without impairment of 
- \|their civil service status or retire- 
jment rights. It is further stipulated 


\t 


{ 


hat the proposed act shall be sub- 


|mitted for acceptance to the regis- 
| tered voters of Pittsfield at the bi- 


jemnial city elections this fall. 


A resolution, asking the General 


Court for favorable action on this 
petition, will be presented the City 
Council for adoption tonight. 


The Proposed Act 


The proposed act follows: 
Section 1. The City of Pitts- 


field may by ordinance establish 


a park department, to be under 
the charge of an official who 
shall be known as_ the park com- 
missioner. The commissioner 
Shall have entire charge of and 
full contro] over the maintenance 


and care of the public parks and * 


| 


rn 


‘ 


| 
agi 
| 


L 


playgrounds, including all build- 
ings and trees thereon, located 


| in said city, except playgrounds 


within the limits of school prop- 
erty. The commissioner shall be 
appointed biennially, beginning in 
1944, by the Mayor, subject to con- 
firmation by the City Council in 
accordance with the provisions of | 


Department established hereun- 
der without impairment of. 
their civil service status or re- | 
tirement rights. | 
Section 3. So much of Chapter : 
280 of the acts of 1932 and acts | 
in amendment thereof and in ad- | 
dition thereto, as is inconsistent 
with this act, is hereby repealed. | 
section 4. This act. shall be 
submitted for acceptance to the | 
registered voters of said city at. 
the biennial municipal election in. 
the current. year in the form of | 
the following question, which | 
shall be placed upon the officia] | 
ballot to be used at said elec. 
tion:—“Shall an act passed by | 
the General Court in the year | 
1943 entitled, ‘An Act authorizing | 
the establishment of a Park De- 
partment, to be in charge of a. 
Park Commissioner, in the City | 
of Pittsfield,’ be accepted?” If. 
a majority of the votes cast on 
Said question is in the affirma- 
tive, this act shall take full ef- 
fect on the first Monday of Jan- 5 
uary in 1944, but-not 





Monroe B. England Archie K. Sloper 


Mayor Has Letter, 
Doesn’t Open It 
| 


“Existing Conditions” Given 
As Reason for Resignation 
Of City Commissioners 


“Because of existing conditions,” the five unpaid mem- 
bers of the Park Commission said today in a letter to Mayor 
James Fallon, “we are hereby tendering our resignations.” 
Letter Unopened 7 Seay ae 


The only hitch in the entire. pro- 
cedure is that Mayor Fallon, hav- 
ing talked over ‘‘certain problems” 
earlier this week with certain 
‘members of the commission, thus 
far has not. only refused to. consider 
the mass resignation, but he hasn't 
jeven opened the envelope, conmtain- 
ing the withdrawal message. 

{What are you going to de about. 
the resignation?” the mayor was 
asked today by a reporter. 

‘T haven’t even opened the letter 
yet,” answered Mr. Fallon. 

“Well, how do you know what 
was in the letter?” the mayor was 
queried. 

“Some letters, this .week,” said 
ithe chief executive, “I chose to 
open and others 1 have not. Ap- 
parently, the one in question was 
one of those which went unopened. 
I haven’t paid the slightest atten-: 
tion to it.” 


'Signers Listed 


| Ignorance of the Park Commis- 
|Sions letter. or no, such a resigna- 
ition was submitted to the mayor 
by mail yesterday and was signed 
in this order: William T. Butler, 
chairman, Fred T. Francis JF., 
Monroe B. England, A. K. Sloper 
and A. Bartlett Hendricks Jr. 

Monroe B. England, member of 
the board, revealed the wording of 
the mass resignation in the letter 
to the mayor, as follows: 

Because of existing conditions, 
we hereby tender you our resig- 
nations as park commissioners. We 

| thank you very much for the 
many courtesies which you have 
tendered us. 

Chairman Butler could not be| 
reached today for his explanation 
lof “existing conditions” cited in the 
lresignation.. The mass withdrawal 
| follows a knockdown, dragout-fight 
iwith the City. Council, which re- 
icently overrode a mayoralty veto 
fin sending to the Legislature a bill 
to replace the Park Commission 
with a one-man, full-time commis- 
sioner. The resignation comes at 
a time when a superintendent was 
to have been appointed by the park 
board. 


William J. Butler 


Fred 


T. Francis 


G 


Bartlett Hendricks 





; FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1943 
ee ee 
Personal Political Issue 


'. The resignation of the five mem-) | Tell Story ot Resignation 


bers of the Park Commission and, 
the reasons which prompted their 
action throws considerable light on 
an interesting situation. It can 
now be wondered: whether the. leg- 
islativVe attempt, sponsored by 
Councilman Lake, to dump the 
Park Commission has not been re- 
vealed as a shield to hide personal 
politics. | | 
5 The .Ward.2. councilman out- 
wardly has been firm. in his pro- 
testation that. the action was pure- 
ly the propounding of an intellec- 
tual question for the voters to de- 
cide, quite removed from pérson- 
alities on the commission or, park 
employees. -He protested that he 
was convinced, on pure theory, the 
parks would be administered more 
efficiently under the control] of one 
paid commissioner, responsible to} 
the political atithority of the City 
Council. He argued that the un- 
paid commission type of control 
was outmoded’ and that under such 
irresponsible and divided adminis- 
tration as an appointive supervi-| 
sory commission the park and rec- 
reational 
eould not be efficiently run. 
Abnormal difficulties which arose 


program in Pittsfield) : 
The| 


‘Records of Park Commission 


The following minutes of meet-' 


ings of the Park Commission on 
April 14 and April 20 tell. of events 
which led to the resignation of the 
‘entire unpaid board: 

‘April 14 Meeting 


(This meeting was called to -or- 
der at 7.15 PM 
by Chairman Butler and Commis- 
Sloners Sloper and. Hendricks.) 

Mr. Langlois was present upon 

request of ‘Chairman Butler. Mr. 
Langlois was asked by Chairman 


; Butler the reason for the. large 


, consumption of gasoline for the 
three months from Jan. 1, 1943, 
to April 1. Chairman Butler 
showed that the amount used 
| was about 20 per cent greater 
than for the same months of 
1942. Mr. Butler asked him if he 
Signed slips for all gas obtained 
by. the department. He answered 
in the affirmative. Mr. Langlois 
did not give a satisfactory an- 
swer in the opinion of.the mem- 
bers present. 


They felt that the defiant at- 
titude taken by Mr. Langlois was 
out of all reason and order, con- 
Sidering the: fact that gasoline. 
economy should be uppermost in 
conducting the activities of the 
department. 

Chairman Butler asked Mr. 
Langlois his reasons for not 
clearing the weeds off the tennis 


onded by Mr. Sloper that Chair- 
man Butler reply to. the effect 
that park employees are on the 
Same basis as public works em- 
ployees, so must receive the 
Same wage schedule. Mr. Lang- 
lois left the meeting at 7.15 PM. 


ind was attended|April 20 Meeting 
(This meeting, called to order at| 
0.49 PM, was attended by the en- 


tire board.) 


A special committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs... England and 
Hendricks, reported that about a 
cord of wood was found at Bur- 
bank Park and that according to 
the foreman’s report 400 hours 
were spent’ on chopping wodod. 


Chairman Butler called the at- 
_tention of the members to the 
fact that Mr. Langlois did not re- 
port for work on April 15, with- 
‘out taking the matter up with 
the chairman or any member of 
the commission, Which action 


was contrary to instructions pre- 


viously given him. 

Mr. Sloper reported that» the 
following instancé occurred . at 
Springside Park: “On April 15, 
about 9.30 AM, Mr. Watson came 
to my. office and stated that, as 
Foreman. Langlois was not 
around, he was reporting to me, 
that he was spending the day 
checking the garden plots, as he 


2743 


was a Member of the governor’s 
war garden committee. As Mr. 
Langlois was absent, I informed 
him that he was acting foreman 
\ RRs Ath DET 


court at, Coolidge playgrounds as 
per instructions given him at a 
previous meeting, at which Mr. . 
Langlois was present. He re- 
/ plied: “I had more’ important 
work to do.” 

Chairman Butler questioned 
Mr. Langlois as to why he had 
not sent his daily work sheets to 
the proper designated place. Mr. 
Langlois arose, went to the com- 


CIO Opposes Abolishment 
mission’s file and produced his 


daily work.sheets covering from Of City Park Commission 


April 10 to 15 stating that he | 


did not send them asin his | i x 5; 

opinion they would be public State Organization Which Has 3000 
roperty. 

Nata! | Members Here Sends ice MG 

To Legislative Committee 


A letter was received from 
Special to THE EAGLE organization oa in. a fa 


BOSTON.—Sidney S. Grant, leg-!tion the abolishment of the Park 
istative agent, Massachusett State}Commission in Pittsfield. 
CIO, today sent to a member of| His statement follows:— 
the legislative Municipal Finance This organization which has 
Committee a statement that his| affiliated locals in the Pittsfield 
area, particularly the GE local 
of the UERMA of approximate- 
ly 38000 members opposes the. 
Lake resolution to abolish the 
Park Commission in the city of 
Pittsfield. We trust aS a mem- 
ber of the committee on munici- 
pal finance you will consider our 
position on this matter. 
The committee, which v 
today hearing various peé®mions, 
stated that it would be at least a 
week before the Pittsfield Park 
Commission could be considered by 
them in executive session. The 
committee declared no further pub- 
lie Dae) will be given by the 


from time to time were the result 
of the system rather than the men) | 
in the system. Change the system, 
inferred Mr. Lake, and you auto- 
matically get a better administra-| ; 
tion. 
The proposal was. initially dis- 
arming because, after all, the 
voters were called upon. to decide 
the issue. Any. discussion of city 
Affairs on an impersonal basis is all 
to the good. 

Two issues have troubled us from 
{he start, however: One was that 
the Park. Commission only in re- 
cent years has. been given enough. 
money to do an adequate job. No 
system can give public satisfaction 
without sufficient funds. Secondly, 
the mayor and City Council for the 
first time last’ year allowed the 
Park Commission the money to hire 
a full-time park superintendent, ‘to 
be professionally trained’ in recrea- 
tion, recreational administration 
and park plant-management. Ob- 
viously if the proper man could be 
procured who knew his business; 
then\| the park superintendent, in 
effect, would be a park commission- 
er and run the show. The problem 
of divided responsibility would dis- 
appear and the Park Commission 
would then resolve itself into what 
it ought to.be, a mere policy-mak- 
ing authority and a buffer group to 
keep the superintendent removed 
from the pressures of petty politics. 
That was the theory of the re- j 





park employees requesting a 15 | 
pay. Mr. | 
sec- | 


per cent increase in 
Hendricks made a -motion, 


cies 2] 


JO ADDI ‘usaIB AION “aniq. 


signed Park Commission. It seemed 
the part of justice to give the Park; 
‘Commission-sponsored system a4 
‘chance before condemning it,' 
which, in effect, was what Countcil- ’ 
man Lake’s proposal did. Also what, 
gave us some pause, was the realiz- 
‘ation, demonstrated time and time 
‘again, that no system can ever be 
any. better than the men who oper- 
ate it. 

Now it transpires that there has 
been open.rebellion and strained re- 
jations between one or more park 
employees, and.the commission and 
that there has been a tendency of 
park employees, over a consider- 
able period. of time, to regard them- 
selves as their own bosses; Under 
these circumstances, it is natural 
to- ask whether the legislative ac- 
tion to abolish the Park Commis- 
sion was motivated primarily by 
a desire to knock off the commis- 
sioners for stepping on politically 
sensitive ‘toés and that the intel- 
lectual considerations. of the issue 
are window dressing. 

The resignation of the commis- 
sioners appears to put the matter 
in a truer perspective The commtis- 
sioners themselves are probably not 
blameless in the matter. No one 
enters public controversies lily- 
white. However, it will now. re- 
main for the public, through the 
instrumentality of the City Coun- 
cil, to decide what it wants done. 
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Paid Park Commissioner cae 
Proposal Pushed by Lake Zy 


J 
Ward 2 Councilman To Ask City 
Solicitor To Draft Legal Order : 
Covering Change; Praises Park Commission | 


Councilman Harvey E. Lake of good opportunit : | 

, y to extend a word 

| Ward 2 set in motion today ma- Of commendation for the thank- 
chinery which might eventually |less job the members of our Park 

hi to the abolition of the Park|}Commission are doing. 
ommission in favor of one paid “However.” h : Sipe 
Soi Fala aie ota’ who would con-lidea in seeking “ie OR is 
uc é aepartment in much the! set the 

; greatest possible advantage 

{Same manner as the city’s P ; z 

jWorks and Public Health shila a from the money we' appropriate for || The appointment of an executive! H i in mi 

jments. Mr. Lake has conferred DRS a By tee which is mounting lis in lin ith _ th ission’ opie’ whi eight be taken Op 
ee ee ae Pomona every year and rightfully so. I e WwW _the commission’s|tople whic mig be taken up 
fyiith several officials an will ask think it is asking too much to have| |program, inasmuch as it sponsored later, after Pittsfield’s recreation 
Pe arewi ia sc lcwal rae agian unpaid park commissioners admin-| ||a $3000 budget item for the pur- DROSTADY BOL gUraRer aor eae 
| Mayor James Fallon and the City Eien Lae ees om Bre Boe | pose with mayoral and Council ap-|! 
ere ore Sa ee anes without being able to bs on the |Prowal. Aeon estonia 
ee ae Dp Nie ae, ee Set spot at all times to see how the||2Wwaiting from the State. Civil Serv- 
lature because a Park Comiiaion Be eae eee a tne essary | ice Coumniatton an. eligible listo 
is provided for in the city charter, se st aan abolishing the jcandidates, to be made up as the} 
passed by the Legislature in 1932 and Public Works Boards || result of a competitive examination 
} taken by half a dozen candidates 


aor ‘ishould be enough to tell us th 
‘Lauds Commissioners ‘|benefits of this eee fence 

‘“‘Refore this proposed action Furthermore, Mr. Lake conelud-| here several weeks azo. The com-| 
makes any headway whatsoever,” |ed, the establishment of a one-man) |mission has expressed the desire| 
|Councilman Lake said today, “I department will put the responsi-| |to make an immediate int-| 
want to point out that this move|bility of a rapidly-expanding park |ment. if possible, but will ineikt 
is In no way a criticism of our|program on one well-paid man, upon a well ualified rake 
\park commissioners, who are doing| Mr. Lake plans to communicate In F a SRC i 
[yeoman work at no cost to the city.|with Pittsfield representatives at. | telemavelcar tially 
\t might add that this would be aithe State House, The 


Park Commission Welcomes - 
\Councilman Lake’s Plan  °. 
Does Not Agree, However, That ; 


Creation of a Commissioner Would 
Make Voluntary Board Unnecessary 


The Park Commission, following was the basis for active promotion 
a regular meeting last night, wel- oe dale Bi ase hele by the 
‘Chamber and many “other com-<—m | 
Boots Councilman HeTy ey. E. munity organizations. Mr. srich 
zake’s advocacy of a park execu-|pil] made no recommendation as te 7 
tive, but failed to agree that this/a two-board. setup for parks and 
would make the board no longer|fecreation, and no policy on this 
necessary. | subject was formed by proponents 
| of an improved recreation system. 


carKk issue 


#2 
Whether the Md, | Pittsfield 


vote this fall to retain their present 
Park Commission or to have a one- 
man administration, the city can’t 
| lose. Whichever way it goes, the 

electorate will have acquired 4 
| sound education in the operation of} 
the park department’s expanding 
ang promising program, and, any~- 
way, the parks program will con- 
tinue to show progress because it 1s 
being administered by one of the) 
best commissions in the city’s his- 
tory. 


Women Voters’ 
Retention of Park Board 95/42 


Tonight’s special meeting of the 
City Council, to act on the resolu- 
tion calling for the abolition of the 
Park Commission, took on a note 
of discordance today with a resolu- 
tion against the proposition, filed 
today by the Pittsfield: League of 
| Women Voters. 
| The league’s executive commit- 
Hee headed by Mrs. George M. 
Galt, drew up the resolution last 
night after hearing Councilman 
ary ey E. Lake and Park Commis- 
isioners Archie K. Sloper and Mon- 
froe B. England. 

The : Resolution 

The resolution follows: 

The executive board of the Pitts- 
field. League of Women Voters 
wishes to go on record as favoring 
the retention of the present Park 
Commission, rather than replacing 
it with a full-time paid commis- 
sioner, for the following reasons: 
| 1. We believe-that a conscien- 
(tious, forward-looking group of 
;citizens.can accomplish at least as 
much as any paid commissioner. 

2. Whereas in other -depart-! 
ments a paid commissioner, if a 
good one, may do the most effec- 
tive work, the Park Department is 
different and calls for a different 
type of administration. The work 
is of so varied a nature that it 
‘Should best be administered by a 
group with different interests anc, 
experiences. 


ee 


Group Urges 


3. After several. attempts. to 
obtain the money for a recrea- 
tional supervisor, the commission 
has been granted it. It is not faiz 
or efficient to curtail this activity, 
which has been wished by so many, 
citizens. It is not likely that a 
desirable recreational leader will 
be willing at this time to accept 
a position when he is told that in 
November he may be dismissed. 

We appreciate the desire of the 
Council to take any progressive 
step, but in our opinion the Park 
Commission’s record entitles it to 
continue to function as a part of 
our city government. Added to 
the reasons given above is the 
question: Should: so important a 
step as the changing of the city 
charter be taken when more than 
3000 of our citizens and future cit- 
izens will not be here to vote 
upon it? | 


|Lake’s argument that, with an ex- 
ecutive head of the Park Depart- 
ment, there could be a more ef- 
ficient administration of the pro- 


gram for which the annual budget 


ranges from $50,000 to $70,000. 
That was its principal motive in 


sponsoring the budget appropria-|| 


tion. However, the members felt 
that an overall supervisory body is 
essential to direct the executive’s 
work. Besides bringing to the pro- 
gram a more representative com- 
munity viewpoint, it would serve 
to keep park and recreation mat- 
ters out of politics, it was. main- 
|tained, — 

Whereas Mr. Lake’s argument 
for displacement of the commission 
with the appointment of an execu- 
tive head evidently was based on a 
desire to secure centralization of 
authority, a number of Massachu- 
setts cities have set up more de- 


centralized systems than would be} 
Pittsfield’s with both the Park Com-|) 


mission and the executive func- 
tloning, Some cities have two com- 
‘Missions, one for parks, the other 
for recreation. This was pointed 


jout some time ago, as a matter of 


interest, to the Chamber of Com- 
merce recreation committee by 
Charles K. Brightbill, author of the 
National Recreation Association 
survey report on Pittsfield’s public’ 
recreation program, The report 


board agreed with Mr.| 


Not since 1932, when Pittsfield 
voters by referendum, scrapped an 
out-moded, partisan form of a bi- 
cameral legislative branch in fayor 
of its modern streamlined govern- 
ment, have the people been given 
the ballot. opportunity of effecting 
a permanent change in the city 
charter. 

The whole proposition boils down 
to one question: Can an unpaid 
Park Commission of five men, with 


'personal businesses to attend; do as 
‘|good and as economical a job for} 


the city as one (well paid, prob- || 
ably) full-time, professional park 


‘+administrator? 


The charge that a one-man ad- 
ministration would result in a “po- 
litical football” might well be used 
by the proponents of the bill. What 


jis there to stop an incoming mayor) 
from replacing some of thé present 


member's of the Commission, despite} 
the fact. that it is one of the best 
balanced park boards the city has 
ever had? Also, if a one-man com- 
mission would be just so much “ex- 
cess baggage” in the park depart-| 
ment with a $3000 recreational su- 
perintendent about to be appointed 
this month, what’s to stop the City 
Council from abolishing one of the 
jobs and making the holder of the 
other the park boss? 

As for politics, it might be well 
‘to remember ‘that’ the present 
mayor, six years ago, attempted’ to) 
replace both the welfare and health! 
commissioners (one-man adminis- 
trations) but a. persistent City) 
| Council retained the incumber 
| office. 

However, these will be some™of| 
the geustions to be answered be- 
tween now and next fall, depending, 
of course, on the General Court's” 
action on this week’s petition of the 
City Council. to make such a 
change. There is the possibility 
that the Legislature would follow 
‘the lead of Mayor James Fallon in 
‘keeping hands | 
until all voters get back from the’ 
front and the trainmg camps, 





off all referenda)... 


Tih: deme SS ae 


|Mayor’s Veto Overridden yw, 
(On Park Commission Issuey¢ 


Question Will Go on Ballot This Fall 
If Legislature Approves—England 
Charges “Politics,” “Mean Trick” 


el B ore it voted 8 to 1 in special nothing to the work it has accom- 
last. night to _ Override plished in the past five years, Mr. 
("ge James Fallon’s veto of a|England lashed out at the under- 
fesetution, abolishing the Park ground rumors, which he said were 
AC mar ae and replacing it ba damaging his and previous commis- 
ibe C ait th thee” WE) sion members’ reputation. He re- 
ee: ies cot B nirtiog? a. a fe ferred especially to an alleged 
| trick? be es brag i C ee threat from President Fred D. Re- 
age A patil : RST naan OMS tallick that “the board would have 
Wine the Go iaise a fea ats to resign if it didn’t take care.” The 
| g 5 aisp : 3 

jfew minutes, the Pittsfield League Heaureon ae Sale that «remark 
| Be : was passed on to him at the coun- 

jof Women Voters also came in for Peppa done E : 
la sound rapping of the knuckle| Ci! Presi ent’s business  establish- 
Pe ehen <Councilinan Harvey E. Lake, ment In the presence of another 
‘sponsor of the resolution, charged|©OUNCman and others, “They 
the organization with “unfair” made some mention, he Said, “of 
inlay in inviting him to a meeting/2 questionable expenditure of 
as speaker and then exposing him|*1200. That's the first I heard of 
such a complaint and I still don’t 
know what they’re talking about. 


to a surprise debate with park 
commissioners, : 
| Only dissenting vote came from There still has not been one above- 
Councilman-at-Large ‘Joseph W.|oard accusation.” 
Wood. The Council will now send|Lake Replies 
the resolution to the General 
(Court where final decision as to 
whether the question will be put 
before the people in the fall elec- 
_jtion will be made. 
Sees Politics ' 


od 


more than a year, 


of Mr. England’s remarks 


“I think this whole business is a 
mean trick,” said Commissioner 
|\England on his own behalf in a 
final exhortation to let the present 
| park administration remain for two 
‘more years, “and I think there 
‘must be politics behind the whole 
jaffair. You may ask why I am 
| fighting to retain the present com- 
mission. As you.may well know, 
{Pll get along all right whether 
parks are run by a five-man board 
or by ohne man but for me, this 
whole proposition is a matter of 
principle. For the past five years 
we have showed much progress in 
Pittsfield’s recreation and my aim 
is to continue along that line but|- 
if you men override the mayor’s| 
»veto, and the Legislature and peo- | 
ple vote for the new measure, this} 
|} city’s recreation program will be | 
aan back at least five years.” 


abide by the Council rules of not’ 
delving into personalities. He fur-| 
ther thought that whatever off-the-. 
record conversation: took place at| 
Mr. Retallick’s office was personal 
and should not be brought into pub-| 
lic meeting. | 

Mr. Lake then moved into the 
realm of the League of Women | 
Voters, represented at the meeting | 
by four executive committee mem-| 
bers. “I would like to add at this. 
time,” he disclosed, “that-I think I 
was the subject of unfair play last 
night at the women voters’ meet- 
ing. I was invited as a guest to ex- 


Admitting that the Park Com-) 
mission has made mistakes, but’ 


+ 


|Park Measure Admitted 34, 
_ |By 


|| BOSTON.—The resolution of the 
Kitsfield City Council calling for 
pceferendum at the next municipal, 
\Jelection on the proposal to place 
{the administration of the Park De- 
‘}partment in the hands of a single 
|salaried commissioner instead’ of 
|the present Park Commission has 
| been admitted to the House by the 
| Committee on Rules. It will now go | 
|to the Senate Committee on Rules' the armed forces. 


within a few days. 
‘referred to the Committee 


tain because this committee 


ed 4 


-jcause Mayor Fallon did not gr 


Councilman Lake answered that || 
the park proposal was not trick; : 


that it has been in the works for| 
He said some| 
| were | 
: pretty hard to take but he would! 


plain my views’ on this park pro- |) 


House Rules Committeé ”? 


salary increases and because Mr. | 
England took a trip to Boston on — 
Park Commission business last year | 


posal and had no sooner started my 
speech when two patie coh ston 
) . England and Mr. Sloper, |re | 
walked. ai ae ae Ae Mr. Eng-| without consulting the board. a 
land later took the floor to argue| In thanking the Council for wis | 
the Park Commission’s view. Had \|ing his proposal, Councilman ane | 
known what was taking place I|jsaid he had no assurance en set | 
would have willingly. prepared my- He would be allowed by the Legis- | 

self to debate the issues.” | ature, Le 
ethic Burdick appeared in favor|was still of the opinion that ae oe | 
of the resolution, apparently be-|rent project would make for be | 
ant conditions in the city. | 


——————— 


| arama Ga May J 
| Park Problem 
| In the hurly-burly of. a Council- 
}manie promotion to abolish the 
Park Commission of five unpaid 
|citizens and replace them with) 
}one paid, full-time commissioner, 
|Mayor James Fallon’s disapproval) 
{of that action at this time and all’ 
the side dishes that go with it, one! 
| “interesting” and significant issue! 
jis being discarded entirely. On it 
{may hinge the entire problem of} 
{efficient park administration) 
|whether it be under one man or} 
|under five men, paid or unpaid. | 
At the last meeting of the City}| 
Council, Park Commisioner Mon- 
|lroe B. England, speaking only on}. 
{his own behalf, volunteered the in-| | 
|formation that the Park Depart-] | 
ment personnel “was not what. it 
j}should be” and expressed the diffi- 
\culty of getting rid of inefficient 
|city workers especially when they 
jhad Civil Service status. 
| If the Park Department, like all 
|other employers today, is “hard 
rup” for workers and is trying to 
get along with what it has, then it 
should not be ashamed of its per- 
sonnel, There is hardly an em-] | 
ployer. in the city who has the| | 
‘same staff of workers he had two] | 
years ago and under ordinary ‘con- 
ditions would not even think of 
hiring’ some of the employees he} 
now has on his payroll. That we 
‘can blame on the war. But. if-an}| 
‘inefficient worker has to* be fe- 
‘tained on the pay roll just because 
‘he has attained Civil Service ‘sta-| 
‘tus, then the Park Department 
‘will never be able to overcome’ its} 
‘illness (if it has one). It will be}, 
taking treatment for a headache 
‘while a malignant growth. within 
‘tears the system apart unabated. 
_ Yes, inefficient personnel could 
‘even tear asunder the work of al. 
‘full-time commissioner,. aS pro- 
|posed by the Council, or of a su-| 
perintendent, sought presently oy] 
the Park Commission, even if it is} 
looking for a combination of “Su-} 
perman,”. “Doc Savage,’ Deems|. 
Taylor, Charles K. Brightbill, Rob-| 
{ert Moses, Mike Jacobs, Joe Mc-|| 
|Carthy. and Police Chief John L. 
| Sullivan. 


* opis | 
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for concurrence, which is expected] | 


After clearing the rules commit-|. 
tees the resolution probably will be 


on | 


Cities and a hearing date will be} 
set. Chances of passage are uncer-| | 


al-| 


ready has reported unfavorably on 
a proposed North Adams change,| | 
citing as one of the reasons the ab- 
sence of many voters who are in 





Nevertheless, he said, he |. 


ee “ : 


Butler Replies (Mayor Fallon May Veto 4 Thal 
To Crities of 


Park Board 


Chairman Has 
Answer on ‘‘Free 
Rent” Issue © 


The Park Commission may not 
have fared too well last night at 
the City Council meeting in its 
arguments against a one-man ad- 
ministration of parks but, led by 
Chairman William J. Butler, it 
was able to withdraw strategically 
on the recent Council question. of 
“free rent” for City -Gardener 
Harry Watson, who lives in the 
house at Springside Park. Here’s 


‘how. Mr. Butler was able to flank 


the Council defense: 


“Most city employees,” he said; || 


“work an eight-hour day. Mr. Wat- 
son, a very capable gardener, puts 
in, for the most part, at least 10 
hours a day. Also, he has to work, 


at times, on holidays and Sundays. |, 


We have figured out that if Mr. 
Watson were paid the regular 
time and a half rate for all his 
overtime, we would owe him. $1650 
more a year. For that sum, we are 


able to swap $360 worth of rent| 
in the rear of the Stevens prop-. 


erty.” 

At a recent. Council meeting, of- 
ficials had asked whether the free 
rent was “thrown in” with his an- 
nual pay of about $1800 a year, 


Park Measure 
Is Favoreds/ 


Special to The Eagle 
BOSTON —The Committee on 
Cities reported unanimously to- 
day in favor of a resolution sub- 


} 


mitted by the Pittsfield City 
Council providing for a referen- 
dum at the municipal election 
next fall on the question of hav: 
ing a single salaried park com: 
missioner replace the present une 
paid park board. Early accept- 
ance by the House of the mea- 
sure, which was sponsored by 
Councilman Harvey Lake, is ex- 


wpe ® TUL  ULLC ah ows 
=~ 


Park Commissioner Plan 


Approves Lake’s Proposal but Opposes 
Referendum on Any Permanent Change 
While So Many Men Are in Service 


Mayor James 
today that he might veto the City|taken without giving those men 
Council’s resolution, asking that the|#2d_ women who have left Pittsfield 
G al Co mae bi to fight for their country an op- 

‘eneral Court act favorably om 2/nortunity to vote on such a meas 
bill to abolish the city’s Park Com-}!yre.” 
mission, because too many local} The mayor thinks that the Park 
people in the armed services would}Department, headed by as ‘“‘capable 
not have an opportunity to vote on|and constructive” a commission as 
the measure when, and if, it were|he has seen in City Hall, might 
placed on.the ballot this fall. Coun-|well carry on the program with 
cilman Harvey E. Lake, sponsor of/the aid of the proposed recrea- 
the bill, said he took servicemen | tional superintendent for the du- 
into consideration when he madée}ration. 
the proposition and he feels “sin- : 
cerely that they would be for any are ti de ad : 
progressive measure such as this} In moving for the City Council 

adoption for the .resolution this 


‘proposed act.” i 
Actually, the mayor said today, he} week, Councilman Lake said he 
approved of Councilman Lake’s|t0ok into consideration the fact that 


plan to install a full-time, pro-|more than 3000. Pittsfield residents 


fessional administrator to take over| Were in the service. “I am fully 


the complete Park Department|/4ware,” he said, “that there are 
program. upwards of 3000 registered voters 


ri in Our armed. services: -It is my 
Bot “spchimpled Mh tities haa »|honest and sincere opinion that I 
“I am not against the measure,” |4n; presenting to the voters a pro- 
Mayor Fallon said today, “but Iloressive act and would want to be 
am against the enactment of any|the Jast person in the world t6 take 
permanent changes, such as 4 city anything from our boys who are 
charter amendment, with so Many|fehting for the same principle that 
of our voters in the service and at we are here presenting——the right 
the front. I believe that no such|of g referendum vote. Equally so, 
step, whether it concerns parks or|T would be the first person in the 
—  EWOTIG to provide for them any. pro- 
gressive measure and I believe this 

proposed act to be progressive.’ 


Mayor Fallon returned today all 
orders adopted at this week’s City 
Council. meeting with the exception 
of the Park Commission resolution. 


_—rs 


Park Board Will Battle 


Single Commissioner Plan 


Chairman Butler Says ‘‘We Do,Not Intend 
To Be Kicked Around Without Saying 
a Word’’—Hearing Tuesday 7/9 ¢ 


The Park Commission evidently; ‘We intend to fight this measure, 
does not consider as irrevocable and| regardless of our resignation,” he | 
“We do not intend 


Fallon. indicated,any other city agency should bel§ 


final its mass resignation which be- told a Teperter. 
came known ‘Thursday, because 
Chairman William Butler has an- 
nounced that the Commission will 
‘be represented Tuesday at the 
State House, Boston, against Coun- 
cilman Harvey E. Lake’s bill for 
permissive legislation to make pos- 
sible a city referendum on _ the 
question of abolishing the Park 
Commission through establishment 
of a commissioner-administered 
Park Department, 


to be kicked out without saying a 
word.” The Lake bill was filed sev- 
eral weeks previous to the letter of 
resignation submitted to Mayor| 
James Fallon, who, incidentally, op-' 
posed the Lake’ bill. ~ 
The Committee on Administra- 
tion and Finance of the Legislature 
will again consider the Lake bill 
for a referendum on Tuesday at 
10.30. It is at this meeting that the 
Commission will be represented as 


opposed, Mr. Butler said. 


[IES “a 


LENE Rete SRR 7 20 | 
Park Accomplishments *¢3 | 
Mayor James Fallon, with char- 
acteristic emphasis, this week ve-| 
toed the City Council’s resolution] 
asking for a change in the city | 
charter so-that the ‘unpaid Park 
Commission could be replaced by a 
full-time paid commissioner. 


The mayor gave four regsons,| 
each one impressive, and @ 
have gone on. He might havewmen= 
tioned some accomplishments of the 
much maligned but public-spirited 
' commissioners, For instance, a 
field house has been built at Dem- 
‘Ing Park, toilets have been in-} 
Stalled at Clapp Park, toilets and| 
shelters at Springside Park and on 
_ the Common. Practically every bit 
of park land has’ been fenced, the 
Stephens property has been made a 
most desirable addition to the 
\Springside Park area. The beaches 
. at Pontoosue Lake and at Burbank 
Park have been improved so that 
at least they do not present the 
_ wretched condition they did a few 
years ago. 

Two good athletic fields have 
‘been built at Wahconah and Dem- 
ing Parks and plans have been dis- 
cussed for developing: the newly) 
acquired Osceola and Wilson Parks. 
Surveys have been made of both 
Burbank Park and the former 
Stephens ‘property with an eye to 
future development. The © shore 
front property near the Blue An- 
chor Club at Pontoosuc Lake was 
acquired by eminent domain and. 
landscaped. Plans have been made 
for simple landscaping of the so- 
called waiting station property at 
Pontoosuc. Conditions have been 
bettered at the King Street dump,|) 
including the building of a 500-foot 
road into it and, last but not least, 
the commissioners have set up a 
plan for a recreational System to 
be put into effect when and if a 
superintendent of recreation is ob- 
tained. . 

Certainly the commissioners may 
be proud of this record of achieve-| 
ment, It is questionable if a fu]] 


time commissioner 


We are in complete accord with 
‘the mayor when he cautions against 


could have 


j hasty action in replacing a board 
that has demonstrated not Only its} 


interest in Pittsfield’s parks, but a 
willingness to do something ab 
them. ~Because of their varie 
terests the commissioners brine ™*o| 
their discussions @ Cross section of 
public opinion that should be 
healthy and democratic, | 
pa Shaded KEM dae 





Dp. Ap we. 
Park r or€ man Replies to 
Commission’s Statements 

Napoleon A. Langlois Refutes Certain 


_ Points Contained in Board’s Minutes— 
Mayor Writes To Commissioners 


for daily. care» were > secondary. to 
the general maintenance of park 
areas.” Other areas needed atten- 
tion first and the time and labor : 
‘available were not. sufficient to x 
maintain the courts in that light, 
hhe said. Moreover, the vocal re-| 
creational proponents. of the city |§ 
never made a demand, he said, suf-| | 
\ficient to warrant a court at Cool- 
‘idge. ; 
- The ‘text of the minutes of the|* 
‘\park. Commission meetings. .are ] 
found on Pagel. . 


19¢3 


Park Board. 


| Continued, From First Page 


of hte on A. Langlois, foremattion WBRs. Inasmuch ae Mr. 
‘municipal Park DepartmenfEngland was out of town in the 
today issued a set of refutation period specified, the reports were E _C. Boutwell, 
and explanations of ‘points cited ii kept at- the Park Department of-|of the. Licensing Board and 4941 
the-minutes*-of ~ the -Jast thre fice at City Hall, said Mr. Langlois. |candidate for mayor, : who’ cham-|} 
meetings of the Park ea riisinsion When questioned why he had. not|pioned’ the Park Commission in 4 
which it. was’ intimated erieatele sent them’ to WBRK, hesaid, a|letter to the legislative Committee) 
by the. commissioners eorstifite discussion arose. whether the re-|\on: Cities against Councilman ‘Har- 
insubordination leading to ihel ports .were public documents. and|vey missive bill for a 
Mass resignation yesterday ii shether they should be sent to referendum. | 
The .minutes. were compiled py| WBRK oF kept at City Hall. Mr. mission, today. saw “political sig- 
A. K. Sloper, secretary at the J qanglois. said he maintained the re~ nificance” in the alleged insubordi- 
paid commission, whose Gther ports should go to City Hall where |nation of park employees. + — i 
members include William T, B os all-other city records are on fle| He authorized .this statement: 
ler, chairman: Fred:T, Franci nh ; pliblic .accessi- |. Back- of this thing there: ap- 
|Monroe B. England and G rs te pears to be considerable political 
| BE | Se RES significance. There is an appar~ 
‘ent tie-in between «some of .the 


pan Hendricks. . 
_Mayor James . 2 5 | 
| s Fallon ventured mnén. who appeared for the bill in 


for the benefit of 
bility. 

| The reference-in 
his being asked by 


the minutes to 
Chairman But- 


Burdick Seeks 


Probe of | 3/43 
(Park Boar noe 
: Arthur Burdick of 33 Perrine 
Avenue, self-appointed prober of 
city departments, filed today a pe- 
aes asking that a City Couneil 
investigation be made of the Park 
Commission, a city. agency which. 
apparently did not. exist this mort 
ing in the wake mie lates 2 
tion yesterday... 
‘One of the items Mr. Burdick 


cites is an. $11.01 bill, submitted by | 


Commissioner Monrde B. En 

ree a trip made to Boston = pi 
| i a . Service Commissioner Ulysses 
oF upien. Mr, ‘Burdick claims 
)there were.no funds in the Park 
Department: budget, providing for. 
such a trip and that Mayor James 


Fallon had money. transferred from| 


the. parks’ Li epai 
cesar EGUIDINEL and: repairs, 

Burdick also alle | 

: ges that t 
Sole Department still .owes HS 
: peers Construction Company. a 
is balance on. an excavation job at 
rucende Park and that the com- 
ook hired Walcott Andrews, a 
“ge York. man,. to. make a survey 
ap Res Nek the city’s. erigineer- 
‘department could’h é 
erethig 


of a mass resigna- 


| |this morning that the Commission's i 
Gy ae ay sahara kage mmission's ler at a meeting about the alleged 
Mass «resignation probably tape: 


deeper” than mere insubordinati 
in me’ in 

oy ‘workers in the denorimane Me 
ee Sik aces qualify his comment. 
IS eld an hour’s conference with 
Hee , Butler, the chairman. ' This 
ee Seba the mayer’s dispatch yes- 
jterday of a letter to each of the 
‘five Commission members, none otf 


iwhom: would ‘disclose ‘th 
om ‘ the con Si} 
The mayor merely said any ois 


he sent to persons “becom 
sonal property ‘of the At dia 
Mr. Langlois disclaimed any re- 
sponsibility for the retort alleged 
in the minutes to have been made 
by Jules Gilliotte, department me- 
fs anic: and carpenter, to Harry J 
| Watson, Springside Park caretaker 
jand acting foreman. on April 15: to 
ier effect “Butler can go. to hell 
Pea test eh aires ncte alsy and 
‘I will do. lamn please.” Thi 
according to the Gonna 
minutes, was ‘after he had been 
reprimanded by Watson for burn-: 
ing useful lumber-and told that M 
Butler ordered it stopped. < 
Went Trout Fishing _ 

As for his absence from duti | 

: his absence uties on 

i 15, resulting in Mr. ‘Watson’s 
aking over for the day, Mr. Lang- 
lois said he did not report for work, 
as cited in the minutes. This was| 


(because he had told the Commis- 


sion the’ previous evening th 

; & ? = 

rete take the day off to ee 
rout fishing on opening day if the} 

ee favorable. He wast 

forbidden. to ge. oe it 
One section of the mi : 

_ One ‘of the minutes re- 

Figo that Chairman Butler asked 

ae iglois' why he had not sent. 
is daily work sheets “to the prop-. 

er designated place.” Mr. Langlois. 


explained that his orders were to 


send, the <daily work -reports to 


Monroe ‘ BO Etgtand at Radio Sta- 


extraordinary consumption of gas- 


‘ona statement by & Commission 


|\the Commission, that 


oline for the first quarter, said Mr. 
Langlois, was irr@evant. This, he 
said, was because it was predicated 


member that & Park Department 
chauffeur had, been approached by 
a federal official concerning the gas 
used for the truck.’ The chauffeur 
denied to Mr. Langlois that any in-' 
terview had taken place of any dis- 
eription: with any government offi- 
cial, Therefore, Mr. Langlois con- 
sidered this section of the minutes 
irrelevant and did not wish to: dis- 
cuss department gasoline consumps 


| tion, he said. 
Explains Wood Job 


As for the. report by members of 
“about a/cord 
of wood” was cut at Burbank Park 
for which 400 hours’ labor ‘was re- 
corded, Mr. Langlois said the work 
included the general. clearance of 
an area. A large number of big 
hemlock trees had to be dropped, 
trimmed and worked. up for. trans- 
portation. | : 

The Coolidge Playground was 
not maintained, he said, as- com- 
plained: of in the minutes,” “due to 
the lack of demand, for the court | 
and the fact that. its requirements | 


or Doesn't Know Wh 


May 


Is Running City 


If you've got a pill against the 
Park Department within th 
few days don’t expect to 
1 promptness, 
City Auditor Anthony W. 
declared today he will not approv' 
the payment of any such bill until 
someone in authority has attached 
his signature. Mayor James Fallon 
isaid today he didn’t know who 
was running the department at the 
present time and he apparently has 
so informed Auditor Sottile. 


as 


because 


employees. 


As I understand. it, there is n 


supported 


‘Casey, 


Boston and the men reported to 
be among ‘the. insurgen 
ranks of park 


ts. in the 


0, 


secret that Mr; Gilliote is a sup- 
‘porter of Mr. 
« Casey, Democr 


(Rep. Daniel: 
at) and Mr. Casey: 
the ‘bill in Boston, 


Further than_ this, I,do (not 


wish to comment, 
no chance. to 
the matter. 
take opportunity to 
the board members - and 
Working six. 
I have little time: 


better line 


days, a. week, 


I shall 
get 


on it. 


for political matters.” 


e next | di 
be paid | coming week 

o what shou 

Sottile | weekly pay. FO 
e|submitted on ; 
ed by Park Commission Chair- 
William T. Butler. 


t 


prov 
man 
The pay 


ployees usually 


$221 every 
employees 
about $100. 


Parks 4/7 


Mr. Sottile said 


Thursdays and 


regular 
to 


roll of 
comes 


as I have had 

make a study. of 
probably 

talk with 


a 


f° 


today that he 
pills during the 


1, «which usually is) 


ap- 


em- | 


about 


week and intermittent 


received a total 


of | 





te — PF we 


- Condition of City Parks © 
Described as “Very Bad” 


Lake, Casey, Milne, McAndrews 4/94 6 
Speak in Favor of Referendum— 
Mayor Admits Conditions Not the Best 


Special to The Eagle 
BOSTON.—tThe condition of Pittsfield parks is very 


Legislator Gives 
Views on Par 
Controversy 


Brought into the Park Commis-| | 
sion controversy yesterday by Li-|' 
cense Commissioner Edward C. 
Boutwell on a charge of “political 
|significance,” Rep. Daniel Casey to- 
day “pleaded not guilty” to the 


complaint and countered with a/| 
itypical Peck’s Road “haymaker” 


. | Le, wee : 
plenty of time for Pittsfield citi- | = 
zens to thrash the matter out to Casey Denies Z 
their own satisfaction. Rep. Arthur d | 
Milne of Pittsfield favored the bill, 
pointed out it was a permissive Ch M d 
act and said that the argument ad- ar Ae a cy 
vanced that no action should be) 
taken while many citizens were B B I] 
away on war duty did not. hold on { ye 
such a proposal. 7 y OU Wwe 
Rep. Dan Casey described the! 
‘very, very bad’ conditions:in’ | 
Pittsfield’s parks. He said in one | 
park people would not bathe in the 
lake and that volunteer labor had 
to be: used to clean up a park 
bad and has been bad for years, the Senate Committee on each. He criticized the supply of) | 
Cities was told today by proponents of the petition by Rep-, 2mKitgs water and said that at) | 
: : : _jone there was no bubbler, just a 
resentatives Daniel Casey and Arthur W. Milne that the’ arinking faucet. 
City of Pittsfield be authorized to establish a park depart-| “Now,” he said, “there was a 
‘ of one r set : better water supply and two bub- 
ee es oso blers, He pictured two toilets. 4 
BYOr ssear (feet from the highway “some days 
Mayor James Fallon of Pittsfield, |itipping this way, some days tip- 
who opposed the measure, admitted} ping that way.” Mr. Casey said a 
that the park condition had: not 
been all that could be desired, that 
the city did not have sufficient mon- 
ey for all immediate improvements 
and could not secure priorities for 
materials needed to make the im- 
provements. 
The long hearing on this bill was | 
opened By City Councilman Harvey | 
E. Lake of Pittsfield, who told of 
the extensive parks in Pittsfield and 
said that in. July, 1942, the Park| 
Commission appeared before the) 
City - Council, asking for the ap-| 
pointment of a superintendent of 
parks, with the commissioners be-| 
ing the supervisory group. He said) 
he voted for such a measure, hop-| 
ing that the man appointed as su-| 
perintendent would develop capa-| 
bilities enough to be a commission- 
er. He read a letter from the Pitts- 
field Taxpayers’ Association, which 
outlined the poor condition in which 
the parks were kept, showing waste 
in the parks and weeds growing 
in tennis courts. He claimed there 
was inadequate protection for chil- 


poorly planned program was re- 
flected in poor park management. 
He said he asked the Council to 
jabolish the five-man board and ap-| 
‘point one. superintendent, 
| Councilman Lake said the five 
/commissioners themselves sa 
\they are busy men and cannot give 
‘adequate attention to the parks. 
He insisted there was no personal 
feelings on his part and believed 
that the whole-matter should be! 
turned over to the people to de-” 
cide under a referendum vote. He) 


declared that the City Council 
voted unanimously to ask the} 
Legislature to favor the whole } 


change and then recited the his- 
tory of a veto by the mayor on 
the proposal, which veto was sub- 
sequently overridden. At 
point the commitee, not wishing 
to hear of local disputes between 


Lake, the Council, and the mayor, |' 


said it was interested only in the 
contents of the bill before it and 
whether the bill ought to pass and 
asked Lake to desist from discuss- 
ing local differences in Pittsfield. 

Before quitting the stand, Lake 


referred to a letter in yesterday’s) 


Berkshire Evening Eagle, saying’ 
the commissioners did not get) 
enough money to do their work. 
His answer to this was that the, 
Council had given the commission- | 


ers just what they asked for. 


McAndrews Speaks 


Sen. McAndrews: of Adams sald} 


he did not wish to. discuss the 
merits of the bill, but believed it 
should go before the people as they 
lhad a right to decide what they 
i!wished done. McAndrews said that 
'before the next election there was 


Park Board 
Continued on Second Page 


dren in the parks and said that a/' 


this } 
jtee a long list of Pittsfield persons 


five-man board sjhasn’t..the time to 
remedy the situation. He told of 
action taken against a ~ superin- 
tendent of 25 years’ service whose 
salary had been cut: $8 a week, 
“Perhaps they wanted: him to re- 
sign,” said Casey. 0 

Each and every member of the 
board has been appointed by. the 
present mayor, Casey... continued, 
stating that only one ‘member is 
qualified to do his job as commis- 
sioner. 
Mayor Heard 


Opposition came. from Mayor 


| Fallon, who said he did not accuse 


Lake of deliberately making a mis- 
statement to the committee, but 
referring to the veto talk, which 
was cut off by the committee, the! 
mayor said: “I have never prom-} 
ised any man to veto or:not to veto} 
a measure. Prohibition was. put 


{ 
hover our country when: our men 


were away at war. I believe, with 
3000 Pittsfield men. at. the front, 
we should not take ‘the proposed 
step now.” | 

The mayor told. the .committee 
something of the present board, on 
which was William: Butler, whom 
he described as « a. hard-headed 
businessman. He said the. board 
also had a Mr. Sloper, a.tree man, 
Mr. Hendricks and Mr. England, a 
businessman. He said the commit- 
tee had been told much. about cer- 
tain facilities in the parks of the 
past, but pointed there were facili- 
ties for drinking now. At one point 
he caused a laugh when he said 
‘We have cut brush enough in the’ 
parks of Pittsfield to fill the At- 
Jantic Ocean.’ He said he was 


t 


‘afraid that under the bill a future 
administration could hold a club 


yover the proposed commissioner. 
\Many Signed Petition 


Mayor Fallon gave the commit- 


/who have recently signed a petition) 
din opposition to the proposed law. 
‘First he mentioned William E. 
Bagg, brother of the late Mayor, 
‘Bagg, who left $15,000 for parks. 
\He declared that William Bagg be- 
lieved that the former mayor would | 
not have left this money, having| 
thought the park question would) 
have become a political football. 
Others on the list of opponents, 
offered by the mayor, were Na-} 
poleon: Campbell, owner of the Ho- 
tel Wendell; Thomas F. Plunkett, 
Pittsfield Coal Gas Company; Dan- | 


iel England, store proprietor and|| 


former mayor, “this mayor of the} 


city,” Harrison L. Amber, presi- || 


dent of the Berkshire Life Insur- 
ance Company, Atty. Edward E. 
McLaughlin and I. P. Thompson, 
director of the Community Fund. 


The mayor was asked by the 
committee what he thought the re- 
action of Pittsfield citizens would 
be if the proposal went on the bal- 
lot. The mayor frankly said he 
did not know the sentiments of the 
citizens, but did not think it would 
be favorable to the proposal. Re- 
ferring to the alleged deplorable 


conditions, the mayor was. asked || 
about weeds growing in the tennis |} 
courts and said: “‘This is the first |f 
#\ time I heard about these weeds. Ij} 
f}am asked about everything. 

asked to regulate matters which || 
i} Hitler could not regulate in Ger-|| 


many.” 
After the Pittsfield citizens were 


iiheard, the mayor offered Kenneth 


Duncan, New England representa- 
tive of the National Recreational 
Association, who said he did not 
wis hto deal specifically with Pitts- 
field but was willing to discuss with 
any committee members the gen- 
eral question of park management 


and improvement. 


Byes | sion question. The problem, as I 


‘against Boutwell himself. 

“In the first place,” the repre- 
sentative said, “there was no more 
surprised than I when I read of 
the mass resignation of the Park 
Board. While I have never)! 
doubted that board’s integrity or ' 
sincerity, except ina few -differ-/ 
ences of opinion on certain projects, 
‘it is my sincere belief that a full- 
‘time, well-paid commissioner can 
do a much better job than five 
unpaid businessmen who are ad- 
ministering the duties of a Park 
Department on the side or as a 
hobby. Furthermore my decision at} 
Beacon Hill in favoring the aboli- 
tion of a Park Commission was 
really reached when I saw the City 
Council override the mayor’s veto 
almost unanimously, with only one 
dissenting vote.” 

'Gilliotte in Army 

“Those are my particular views 
on the Park Commission question,” 
the legislator continued. “Now 
let’s get to that charge of political 
significance. For Boutwell’s bene- 
fit, I want to straighten out the 


record right now. In my campaign ; 


for the job I hold today and in sev- 
eral preceding campaigns for lesser 
jobs, I was helped considerably by 
a young man named Jules E, Gil- 
liotte, Like thousands of others 
from this city, the young man in 
question is now called Sgt. Tech. 
Gilliotte and is now stationed in 
California, probably waiting to be 
shipped to almost any point in 
the world. For his sake, let’s get 
the facts straight. The Jules 
.Gilliotte who Mr. Boutwell » re- 
iferred to happens to be the sol- 
dier’s father and he has been work- 
ing for the Park Department for 
some time. If he has voted for me 
at different times I am thankful 
but as for being a supporter, I’m 
afraid that both he and I will have 
to plead not guilty. Speaking of 
supporters, Mr. Boutwell could 


have used a few himself two years | 
ago when he polled less than 800 | 


run for 


votes in his primary 
mayor. 


“Tn this particular 


instanc 
readily say that I have not play 


politics but would I be out of or 
der if I might suggest that Mr. 
Boutwell was interested politically 
in the park situation? I have heard 
that he might be interested in 
running for mayor again and the 
park question could be his major 
‘plank. After all, you know, now 
|that water meters are out of the 
iquestion because of priorities, Mr. 
Boutwell is liable to turn to al- 
most anything as an excuse for 
running for mayor. Maybe his in- 
terest at this time is- due to the 
fact that his term as a Licensing 
'Board member expires in June. 
Recalls Ousted Case 

“Mr. Boutwell lost little time in 
bringing men in as a ring leader 
|in this Park Commission battle but, 
'as I recall, some seven years back 
or so, my prosecutor was the G@im 
quiet man in City Hall when 


| 
| 


of his colleagues on the Licensing | 


Board was removed and the other 
resigned when charges were 
'prought by the late Mayor Bagg. 
He didn’t bring politics into that 
hearing. 

“No Mr. Boutwell, politics is rot 
my concern in this Park Commis- 


llike to see it, will not be settled by 
you, or Mr. Butler, or Mr. Langlois 
lor me but by the people of this city. 
After all, are the parks of this city 
to be conducted and maintained in 
the interests of the residents and 
their children or in the selfish in- 
terests of park department em- 
ployees and others,” 





- Condition of City Parks cs 
_ Described as “Very Bad’ 


Lake, Casey, Milne, McAndrews - 4/¢ i 6 


Speak in Favor of Referendum— 
Mayor Admits Conditions Not the Best 


Special to The Eagle 
BOSTON.—The condition of Pittsfield parks is very 
bad and has been bad for years, the Senate Committee on 
Cities was told today by proponents of the petition by Rep- 


resentatives Daniel Casey and Arthur W. Milne that the’ 


City of Pittsfield be authorized to establish a park depart- 
ment to be in charge of one park commissioner. 
‘’\ Mayor Heard 


4 bef gpe 


plenty of time for Pittsfield -citi- 
zens to thrash the matter out to 
their own satisfaction. Rep. Arthur 
Milne of Pittsfield favored the bill, 
pointed out it was a permissive 
act and said that the argument ad- 
vanced that no action should be) 
taken while many citizens were 
away on war duty did not hold on 
such a proposal. 

Rep. Dan Casey described the! 
‘very, very bad” conditions in| 
Pittsfield’s parks. He said in one) 
park people would not bathe in the) 
lake and that volunteer labor had) 
to be: used to clean up a park) 
beach. He criticized the supply of 
drinking water and said that at! 
one there was no bubbler, just a 
drinking faucet. 

“Now,” he said, “there was a 
better water supply and two bub- 
blers. He pictured two toilets. 40 

jfeet from the highway “some days 


Ors ne oe IPT er - 


Mayor James Fallon of Pittsfield, | tipping this way, some days tip- 
who opposed the measure, admitted} ping that way.” Mr. Casey said a 


that the park condition had not’ 


been all that could be desired, that. 
the city did not have sufficient mon- 
ey for all immediate improvements 
and could not. secure priorities for 
materials needed to make the im- 
provements. 


The long hearing on this bill was | 


opened By City Councilman Harvey 


E. Lake of Pittsfield, who told of 
the extensive parks in Pittsfield and 


five-man board hasn’t.the time to 
remedy the situation... He :told of 
action taken against a ~ superin- 
tendent of 25 years’ service whose 
salary had been cut: $8: a week, 
“Perhaps they wanted. him to re- 
i sign,” said Casey, 2° © 

Each and every:*member of the 
board has been appointed by the 
present mayor, Casey... continued, 
stating that only one member is 
qualified to do his job. as commis- 


said that in. July, 1942, the Park|| sioner. 
Commission appeared before the Mayor Heard 


City Council, asking for the ap- 
pointment of a superintendent of 
parks, with the commissioners be-| 


ing-the supervisory group. He ae 
he voted for such a measure, hop-' 
ing that the man appointed as su-| 
perintendent would develop capa-| 


|bilities enough to be a commission- 
er. He read a letter from the Pitts- 
field Taxpayers’ Association, which 
Outlined the poor condition in which 
the parks were kept, showing waste 


Opposition came. “from Mayor 


| Fallon, who said he did not accuse 


Lake of deliberately making a mis- 
statement to the committee, but 
referring to the veto. talk, which 
was cut off by the committee, the 
mayor said: “I have never prom-| 
ised any man to veto or.not to veto} 
a measure. Prohibition. was. put 
lover our country when: our men 
were away at war: I believe, with 


in the parks and weeds growing|/3000 Pittsfield men. ‘at. the front, 


in tennis courts. He claimed there 


was inadequate protection for chil-' 
dren in the parks and said that a/ 
poorly planned program was re-) 
flected in poor park management. | 

He said he asked the Council to | 


jabolish the five-man board and ap-| 


‘point one. superintendent. 
Councilman Lake said the five 
/commissioners themselves sa 
\they are busy men and cannot give 
jadequate attention to the parks. 
‘He insisted there was no personal 
‘feelings on his part and believed 
that the whole-matter should be'| 
turned over to the people to de-" 


cide under a referendum vote. He}; 


declared that the City Council} 
voted unanimously to ask _ the} 
Legislature to favor the whole 
change and then recited the his- 
tory of a veto by the mayor on 
the proposal, which veto was sub- 
sequently overridden. At this 
point the commitee, not wishing 


to hear of local disputes between | 


Lake, the Council, and the mayor, 
said it was interested only in the 
contents of the bill before it and 
whether the bill ought to pass and 
asked Lake to desist from discuss- 
ing local differences in Pittsfield. 
Before quitting the stand, Lake 
referred to a letter in yesterday's 
Berkshire Evening Eagle, saying? 


we should not take the. proposed 
step now.” 

The mayor told ‘Hie committee 
something of the present board, on 
which was William: Butler, whom 
he described as ‘a hard-headed 
businessman. He said the. board 

SUIH JO JeneyzjoH “DO Theg & RAY} 
faryuoo alysyieg oy} Surpeszy 


lo Jaoyjo Sulpuewuros “1p uepa -q | 43 


| significance,” 


Casey Denies 7 


Charge Made 
By Boutwell 


Legislator Gives 
Views on Par 
Controversy 


| Brought into the Park Commis- 
lsion controversy yesterday by Li- 
cense Commissioner Edward C. 
Boutwell on a charge of “political || 
Rep. Daniel Casey to- || 
day “pleaded not guilty” to the 


complaint and countered with 4a/ 
itypical Peck’s Road “haymaker” 
‘against Boutwell himself. 

“In the first place,” the repre- 
sentative said, “there was no more. 
'surprised than I when I read of. 
the mass resignation of the Park 
‘Board. While. I have never, 
‘doubted that board’s integrity or 
sincerity, except in=a few differ-/ 
ences of opinion on certain projects, 
it is my sincere belief that a full- 
time, well-paid commissioner can 
do a much. better job than five 
unpaid businessmen who are ad- 
ministering the duties of a Park 
Department on the side or as 4a} 
hobby. Furthermore my decision at | 
Beacon Hill in favoring the aboli- 
tion of a Park Commission was 
really reached when I saw the City 
Council override the mayor’s veto 
almost unanimously, with only one 
dissenting vote.” 
| Gilliotte in Army 

“Those are my particular views 
on the Park Commission question,” 
‘the legislator continued. “Now 
let’s get to that charge of political 
significance. For Boutwell’s bene- 
fit, I want to straighten out the 
record right now. In my campaign | 
for the job I hold today and in sev- 
eral preceding campaigns for lesser 
jobs, I was helped considerably by 
a young man named Jules E, Gil- 
liotte, Like thousands of others 


[Yi from this city, the young man in 
pe alestinn is ng 
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| Sen. McAndrews: of Adams said | =q] 
jhe did not wish to discuss the} 

merits of the bill, but believed it 

should go before the people as they 

jhad a right to decide what they 

lwished done. McAndrews said that 

before the next election there was S 
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N. at ‘Lachs “Appointed. 
To Hingham Shipyard | J ob 


‘Peel Commission Asked by Company 
To Grant Foreman Leave of Absence. | 


be To: Engage in War Work | , ea 
oe: A. Langlois, ; Sey /$3 


91 Com-* 
|monwealth Avenue foreman of. the| 
municipal Park Department, has, 
|received an appointment with the 
| Bethlehem-Hingham Shipyard 
Company to work at the shipyard. 
‘in Hingham, and expects to report 
‘in a few days 


‘The Park Commission today re-| 


iceived a letter from the shipyard| 
company, stating that it had ap-; 
pointed Mr. Langlois to a position, 


and asking that he be granted al 
leave of absence to engage in war) 
jwork. The letter pointed out the) 
\desirability of protecting his Civil] ’ 
Mr, Langlois: is on}, °. 
- |suspension as the result of difficul- 


|Service status. 


ities with Park Commission mem- 


ibers, and the commission itself is}| 
operating irregularly, having re- l 
|signed as a body and its resigna-|) 


[tion not having been accepted. 


‘Mr. Langlois will be in the rig-| 
ging department of the shipyard,| 
|which constructs cargo vessels for) 


4 


|Ithe Maritime Commission as part|’ | 


of the war effort. 


office, and that he may be re-com-| 
|missioned for active service. He. 
|served as a captain of a machine| 
stat unit in World War I. He} 
istated that his absence would bel 
‘indefinite. | 
| Chairman William J. Butler atl 
‘the Park Commission 
board has not yet acted upon the) 
request for a leave of absence. A 
meeting of the commission has} 
_ ‘been called for tomorrow night at| 
7 in City Hall to consider various] 
park matters. | | 
Mr. Langlois said. he had made} 
. several trips to Boston since the} 
outbreak of the war in an effort} 
to regain his Army commission. He} 
has passed. the physical examination) 
at Westover Field. He feels that} 
; he can best serve the war effort, | 
he. said,, by goifig into a war plant | 
for the present with the probability | 
of receiving a call to active Army | 
say later. 





4 He said today) | 
|that his name is on the active file| | 
Jof the Army oxficer procurement] 


said the|| | 


\Job Ca 


By Park Measure Hearing / 


Councilman Says Majority Who Signed 
Opposition Petition Send Children 


To Country Club, 


Councilman Harvey E. Lake of 
Ward 2, sponsor of the proposed 
abolition of the Park. Commission 
which was aired yesterday at the 


~ State House before the joint Com- 


mittee on Cities, was back at his 
General Electric desk today “high- 
ly encouraged.” He spent the whole 
day at the State House and ap- 
peared on behalf of the bill in op- 
position to Mayor James Fallon, 
The mayor did not comment today 
on his sudden Boston appearance, 


In reference to the petition, sub- 
mitted by Mayor Fallon, bearing 
signatures of many prominent citi- 
zens against the Park Department 
change, Councilman Lake said he 
was “surprised but not disturbed.” 
“After all,” he said, ‘the great ma- 


_jority of those who signed that pe- 
» tition’ have not, 


and. would not, 
send their children to the parks. 
They are usually found at the 


_ well-maintained Country Club. of 


Pittsfield, so I really cannot take 
heir opposition too seriously. I am 
iclined to believe that they are 
soking at the matter more from a 


t 


Not City Parks 


standpoint of personalities rather | 
than from a view of bettering een 
park situation.” 
Acceptance Predicted 

The grapevine route has brought 
forth the prediction to this city that 


the joint committee will act favor- | 


aby toward the measure and rec- 
ommend to the Legislature that it 
be placed on the ballot this fall. Al- 
though the Committee on Cities has 
turned down several city 


erenda to be placed on the ballots 


this fall, but most of them affect | 


towns. 

Councilman Lake, who was. re- 
ported by State House correspond- 
ents to have read a letter from the 
Pittsfield ‘Taxpayers’ Association, 


explained today that the article in| 
question was one written last July | 
by Philip C. Ahern, who was then || 


local secretary of the association, | 
to Councilman John D. Lynch. The 

letter decried park conditions and! 
‘cited the weeds growing on the ten-, 
nis courts. 


| Service | 
| Boyd of Dedham, formerly of this] 
| city and Dalton, who has filled in a) 


charter |) 
requests, including one from North 

Adams, the Legislature has allowed || 
in this sitting almost a dozen ref-| 


Robert H. 
Remains Alone on 
Eligible List 


William L. Stearns, Dalton, to-| 


; CL Mererme AN Not: wad ceyctancentcsiys0lk withdrawal.as a | 
: | | candidate for the new post of Pitts-| 
rare igh Encouraged _, | | field park and recreation director | 
| at $3000, This leaves only one can-) 


didate qualified by the state Civil), 
‘Commission, Robert H.-) 


Park Commission questionnaire in- |) 
dicating his interest in the ap-| 
pointment. . The park board will} 
eet shortly to consider his candi-) 
'dacy. ) 
Mr. Boyd was second in the Feb-} psa 
‘ruary examination, the results ofl 
‘which recently were announced. 
‘First was a man in the eastern) 
‘part of the state, whose identity, 
‘the state commission did not: ans) 
‘nounce presumably because he in= 
formed that body he did not wish. 
the appointment. The Park Com- 
/mission assumes this unidentified, 
“man was the cause for the long 
‘holdup in announcement of the 
‘exam results. The Civil Service. 
Commission had explained the list} 
pues withheld to give a candidate) 
/opportunity to have his teeth fixed 
‘so as:to meet’ physical require-|, 
/mehts. Mr. Stearns said today it 
was not his teeth that needed at-| 
tention. | 
| Mr. Stearns explained that, in the | 
four months which elapsed between 
\the exam and the issuance of the} 
| qualified list, he had “‘lost interest’ | 
\in the local park job. He econsid-| 
ered the Civil Service Commission | 
|“yery lax” in not making known 
\the list a month after the exam.| 
| The man for the job should have 
| started work three months ago, he| 
\ felt. Now the summer program 
| has been shaped, and the director) 
| will have little to say about it. This, 
\he pointed out, is unsatisfactory) 
| from the professional standpoint, 
| Moreover, he said, there is no def- 
|inite provision for a salary: increase 
| beyond the starting pay of $3000. 
| An appointee in this new job should. 
‘have a definite opportunity for ad=|" 
‘| vancement; he said. Mr. Stearns| 
| stated that he was satisfactorily sit- 
"| uated in Dalton for the time being. | | 





eae Wa TF ys 
[Cement St. J ames Named 


\To City Playground Post - 


Will Be Assistant to New eee 
Of Parks—Park Commission Announces - 
Summer Plans ee 


City Edition 


The Park Commission today an- S oneula. suber an application. in 
‘/nounced the taking of preliminary|writing to the Park’ Commission, 


isteps to organize its summer recre- 
| ation. program on the playgrounds 
| which, for the first time in several 
jyears, will be a purely municipal 
|project replacing the WPA pro- 


_ At the same time the Commis- 
sion voted to eliminate the charge 
{of 10 per’cent of gross receipts 
|made to Pittsfield and St. Joseph’s 
High Schools for the use of the 
playground athletic fields for pub- 
lic games at bid Steak ‘admission is 
charged. 

Clement C. St. Hames, Supervisor 
B physical education in the junior 
and elementary schools, was ap- 


ipointed assistant supervisor of the 


this summer at $385 a week. He 
|will work under the new superin- 
tendent of parks and_ recreation 
providing one can be appointed 
from a qualified list awaited from 
the State Civil Service® Commis- 
\sion. 

' The commission also voted to ask 
School Supt. Edward J. Russell for 
the names and qualifications of at 
least 14. public school teachers 
‘whom he would recommend for ap- 
‘pointment as. playground  in- 


Fe ori recreation program for 


‘structors for the vacation season at. 


$25 a week. It was asked also that 
fopyone 2 interested in such psa 


as ee 


City Hall. 
To Name Life Guards Ha 


Three life guards for ‘the 1 muni- 
cipal bathing beaches will be ap- 


Cross life-saving examiner. © 


The vote relasing the public and. 


parochial high schools. from the 
rental agreement for the use. of 
the athletic fields: 
played during the school. season. 
Recently, the schools have not al- 
ways paid the full 10 per cent of 
receipts, but a compromise figure 
has been agreed upon. 


It was voted to obtain from Com- 


and specifications for construction 
of a new wall at Burbank Park 
bathing beach. He will also be 
asked to make plans: for grading 
and landscaping the former Berk- 


shire Street Railway Company 


waiting station at the outlet of 
Pontoosuc Lake. He will be asked 
to obtain bids for concrete steps 
at the Pontoosuc Lake channel and 
submit an estimate on the cost of 


an extension of the road at the city | 


dump. 

Atty. James M. Rosenthal, city 
solicitor, will be asked to. draw 
papers for the transfer of.a wooden 


ydock at Pontoosuc Lake to the 


commission from George Vogel for 
a token consideration. This is 


‘|necessary to: permit improvements. 


The commission will notify Atty. 


-}Francis M. McMahon, counsel for 


{Dr. George H. Thompson, that it 
|| Will cost $150 to repair the Deming | 
[Park fence with which his car 


eollided Sunday, April 18. 


—_— 


Red: 


{ 


17. 3 ks 
Milne Tells 
- ‘Park Measure | 


Representativ 


Answers Argument i 


Park: Eligible 
List Delay iy 
|Vexes Casey 


Legislator ‘Thinks 
Somebody Is 


‘‘Passing the Buck”? | 


“Somebody’s passing the ‘buck, | 


'|declared Rep. Daniel Casey today, 


is for’ game | taice several times but I tiever find 


'|Lupien (Ulysses Lupien, divector of 
.| Civil Service) in. The only answer 


|i ing on the failure of the 
pointed at $30 a week, subject to |_. commenting on t lui 


‘approval by David Cohen, ‘| Civil Service Commission to pro- 


‘|vide the City of Pittsfield to date 
‘| with a list of eligible persons for, 
{the newly-created position of park 
|| Superintendent. 


“T have been to the Civi., Service 


I have been: able to get so far out 


‘|of the office is that there is a list} 
| of 10 eligible persons, but that it is. 


missioner Leon H. Reed of the | being held up to give one of the) 


Public Works. Department, plans) work done on his teeth. He has un-| 


‘|til next Friday to get his teeth 
| fixed. 


candidates a chance to have some 


“I am just wondering if all ‘this 


‘isn’t just a screen to cover up the. 
\|real situation which is to hold up 


‘|the list until they know whether} 


| ballot this fall. - 
| looks funny to me, but I am going 


| the referendum on the single park 


commissioner plan is going on the! 
The whole thing) 


to keep after it until I get a satis- 


| factory answer.” 


Against Passage 


: Special to THE EAGLE , 

} BOSTON—Rep. Arthur W. Milne | 
\of Pittsfield, who has been away} 
jfrom the State House for a con-| 
|Siderable' part of the past two| 
jweeks, first in New York with the) 
iState Administration Committee and, — 
|then on Nantucket Island with the} 

|State Conservation Committee, to-| 
|day explained why he favors the 

jmuch discussed bill to abolish the} 
jpresent five-man, unpaid Park Com-| 
jmission in Pittsfield and establish 

jin its place a single paid Co | 


‘jsioner, 


| .“This is simply a permissive ’ bill] 
\which, if passed by the Legislature, | . 
jwill be placed on the ballot in the 
form of a referendum at the city| 
election next fall,” 
|Milne. “By doing this all the voters | 
{will have an opportunity of express-} 
ling their choice in the matter by |) 
|due democratic process at the polls.} 


1 “The only opposition I have heard} 
|to this bill is that it should not be}, 
Jallowed on the ballot at the com-| 
‘ling election next fall because there). 
jare many persons away from Pitts-| 
field, who would not have the oppor-}, — 
| {tunity of voting yeither for or) 
jJagainst the measure, 


| “If this reasoning is true then we 
should not hold any more elections] 
until after the war is won as there} 
are going to be fewer persons at]: 
home to vote on matters of much}, 
/more importance, matters that will} | 
|vitally effect the lives of every one} 
of us. 
| “Another argument seems to cen-|- 
ter around the fact that if this bill 
is passed it will throw the park 
program for’ this year out of gear as 
| the present board will be work- 
ing with the sword of Demostrenes 
jhanging over their heads. -This, too, 
does not seem to be a sound argu- 
|ment as the present board is going 
to have the opportunity of show- 
jing the citizens: of Pittsfield just|> 
jwhat they can do this summer and|j 
‘|this matter will not. be voted upon 
juntil next fall. Surely the voters]! 
are going to take more notice of) 


|the park program this summer than} 
|they ever did before.” | 





‘stated Rep.| ne 


: Peactois’ Nie ocr foal: 
| On Victory Garden Issue 


Suspended Foreman Says He Tried 
To Carry Out Work on Same Plane as | 
When He Volunteered in. World War I: 


rark Foreman ‘Napoleon A.|/charge, and changed Some ot the 
Englois said this morning, as his|plans. 


10-day suspension by the Park 
| Commission for alleged insubordi- 
nation and refusal to carry out or- 
ders became effective; that he had 
not reached a decision whether to 
take action on the suspension. He 
‘|has another. aay in which to file an 
_ Jappeal. 

- He issued a brief refutation of 
the commission’s contention that 
he acted out of line in regard to 
taking charge of the park victory 
garden project. The Commission 
has said he ordered Harry J. Wat- 
son, Springside House property 
-learetaker, to cease activities in 
||charge of the garden preparations, 


Mr. Langlois said, concerning the 


garden program: 


In addition to the regular park | | 
work, I have made every effort 
to carry out the requirements to | 
the best advantage of the appli- 
cants for garden plots. Realizing | 
it was a war effort, I sought to. 
carry out the work on the same 
plane, ‘and in the same spirit, as 
when I voluntered to serve in | 
the armed forces at the outbreak | 
of the World War in 1917. 

I have tried to work hand in 
hand with all parties involved in 
the garden program. I feel there 
was no cause to pene out such 


_ Stated he would take pexsonal! a 


| Rep. 


“Capeless 


complaint, Bic iy oh i 


TORT. 


N, x Langlois 


Park Measure 


ve 


Suspended” 
Engrossed_, 


Commissioners Penalize Foreman // 
For Alleged Insubordination— 
Watson To Be Acting F oreman 


|. The State House of Representa- 
{tives at Boston yesterday aft- 
jernoon passed .to engrossment the 
|bill to establish a single commis- 
|sioner in charge of Pittsfield parks 
jand recreation, to supplant the 
present five-man volunteer com- 
‘mission. At the same time the Park 
Commission here suspended for 10 
jdays, starting tomorrow, its fore- 


jman, Napoleon A. Langlois, for 
further alleged insubordination, 
jneglect and refusal to follow di- 


| rections, 


Harry J. Watson, 
the.Springside House property, will 
A acting foreman. He has served 
[Similarly in the past during absence 


Hea duty of Mr. Langlois, at the 


Opposes 


Abolition of Park Board 


i Tells Committee Whole Park Pedi 


1 
| ¢@ 


Will Be Upset—Casey and Milne Recorded ; 


In Favor of Single Commissioner 


Rep. Matthew J. Capeless of this 
city, who until now has been reti- 


cent on the proposed abolition of 
the Park Commission, came out 
this week in State House hearing 
| Jas opposed to the measure on the 
_4grounds that it would upset the 
_|whole park program. Mr. Cape- 
less took his stand at the hearing 
of the Municipal Finance Commit- 
tee, which probably will rewrite 
the bill before sending it to the 
Legislature for final vote. 

“T cannot see,” Mr. Capeless told 
the committee, “how the services 
1of a park superintendent can be 
lobtained this year if this proposed 
|bill is ‘to be presented. It will 
|upset the whole program. <A park 
superintendent could not very well 
accept the position especially in 
-|these times, not knowing how long 
lhe was going to be employed.” 

Pittsfield’s dean of representa- 
tives said he had other objections 
to. the proposition but. they were 
well voiced in Mayor James: Fal- 
_jlon’s. veto, 
-|League of Women Voters, and the 


iel Casey, recorded themselves 
favor of the bill. 


Rep. Casey sa 

today he and Rep. Milne were i 
formed that the committee hez. . 
ing would be at 10.30. They ar- 


rived at the hearing on schedule - 


only to be told that Rep. Cape- 
less had been heard in opposition 
to the measure earlier and had 
departed, 


direction of the commissioners. 

One of the reasons for the action 
against Mr, Langlois is his alleged 
attempt to countermand policy of 
the Park Commission in respect to 
the preparation of plots for vic- 
tory gardeners. Mr. Langlois is 
alleged to have told Mr. Watson, 
whom the board assigned to have 
charge, and who is on the -Pitts- 
field home garden committee, to 
discontinue his efforts in the organ- 
ization of the park garden pro- 
gram, It is asserted that Mr. Lang- 
lois said he would take personal 
charge of the project. He is said 
to have proceeded in such a mane: 


Langlois Silent 


caretaker of]. 


$46.08 a week. He has been em-| 
ployed by the city 18 years. 
has the right of appeal to the Park|| 


the outc 


ner as to have departed from the 
original plans for the gardens. 


Letter Sent to Langlois 


A letter, sent Mr. Langlois as} 
notification of his suspension, was]| 
signed by all five commissioners, | 
although Commissioner Fred T.} 
Francis was. not preent at the 
meeting when the decision was! 
made in City Hall. Present were} 
Chairman William J. Butler, Mon-" 
roe B. England, Archibald K. Sloper. 
and Bartlett Hendricks, The letter 
was approved as. to form by City. 
Solicitor James M. Rosenthal. It 
follows: | 
Dear Mr. Langlois: . 
You are hereby notified that by | 
‘vote of the board of park com- | 
missioners, at a meeting held at | 
the City Hall Monday, May 17, 
1943, you were suspended from. | 
your office of working foreman | 
for the following reasons: 

1. Insubordination. 

2. Neglect or refusal to follow 
directions of the board of park 
commissioners. 

This suspension is for a period 
of 10 days beginning on Wednes- 
day, May 19, 1943.” 

Mr. Langlois’s pay as foreman is 





} 
| 
; 
He} 
Commission. If dissatisfied, with ||) 


Sor the appeal he can| 
take Ahe case to the District Court. 


| 
| 
| 
1 


| 
| 
| 
1 


Foreman Langlois had no com- } 


| ment to make today on his suspen- 


sion. He said he had not Be | 


ilas yet whether he would appeal || 


the Park Commission action, He 


Hihas three days.from the time he 


Rep. Casey was disappointed at 
not being able to hear Rep. Cape- | 
less’s arguments and being given an | 
opportunity to answer him before © 
the committee. Casey told the com- | 


mittee that only one of the five 
members of the present Park Com- 


mission “can tell a pine from a. 


maple.” 

Opposed to the bill in its present 
form was Theodore 
state director of accounts, who said 
that the bill, 


N. Waddell, | 


financially, did not 


conform to the general laws proc | 


visions on parks. 


the petition of the} 


statement from the Pittsfield Tax-| 


_ | payers’ Association. 
-|Casey Disappointed © 


Pittsfield’s two other represent- 


ia atives, Arthur W. Milne and Dan- 


\ 


| 


peal. 


was notified to make such an ap-| 
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Se 


rk Board = [Park Commission Told 
Continues /To Continue Functioning M448 
To Functién © 


I 


th 


by ? Fret h ~— ela = — f 3 
icitor. Gi snion to Chairman | Ltsvine Sity's Employ ga 
City Solicitor Gives Opinion to Chairman — Ploy 


¥ 


| | : i HEN, la An unusual aspect ES i 
Butler—Langlois Fails To Attend Meeting— = 4 Langlois’s leaving the employ of) 


; Z et | the Park Department to take other| 
Insuberdination Allegations Made other 


| work is that the request for a} 
} | : leave of absence was made by his | 

| In the official opinion of City|for the record that N, A. Langlois, Rann: 

Solicitor James M. Rosenthal, it is|the foreman, was not present, al- 


Members Willing 
To Serve Until — 


| Prospective employer and r 
phim. A look today at the 
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4 
) 
} 
f 
{ 
: 
\ 
) 
t 
: 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


[ 
Mayor Acts | | 
The resigned Park Commission 


} 
| 


tinuing to serve “for the next few 





: 
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| 


4 


its members 


, has not accepted the 
resignations. a] 


| today restated its intention of con: .| i 
ay | | their 


weeks” inasmuch as Mayor James) |pOinted and confirmed. ‘The opin- 


‘Fallon; after a second letter from. 


t 


\both the right and duty of the 
members of the Park Commission 


to continue acting as such until 
Successors have been ap- 


jion was made public today, six days 


jafter it was presented to Chairman 


It was emphasized that i the : 


members of the commission are 


_ “sincere in their desire to resign,” | 
the | 


but willing to serve until 

mayor has time to select,a new) 
commission, — erst gt sais 
' Members of the five-man’ com-| 
mission, it was. explained, \} 
‘anxious to see that there 1s -no|| 
interruption in park’ work?’ For}! 


tht reason they have.been: carrying | 


on. The weekly pay roll has.been|' 
Signed. regularly, trees have been|| 
planted, and the commission  is|/ 


William T. Butler of the Commis- 
sion, and one day after a Com- 
mission meeting at which further 
evidence of alleged insubordination 
by Park Department employees 
was placed in the official minutes. 

The solicitor gave as his opinion 
that the Park Commission mem- 
bers should act as ‘‘de facto” if 
not as “de jure’ members, in or- 
der that the interest of the public 


trust which they assumed by ac-j| 


jcepting their offices may be main- 


_|ready to go ahead with grading be-|) 
hind the new retaining wall . at|) 
‘Burbank Park, Onota. Lake. A]. 
reontract will be let to improve and} 
extend the road at the city dump,|’ 
and the small. park at the south|| 
end of Pontoosuc Lake, a gift -to| | 
_|the city from the Berkshire Street] | 
Railway Company, -will be graded) 


sioner Leon Reed. * 
., The . commission 


awaits 
‘Board to. select a superintendent 
‘of parks and recreation. from 
,among the names of the three 
jhighest candidates. Ten men took 





|the examination Jan: 14, but as yet| 


ithe results have not been made 


available to the commission, des-’ 
_)}pite assurances nearly two months 


|ago that results of the competitive 
j;examination would be made pub- 
|lic “within 10 days.” eri 


and. landscaped... This .engineering| | 
work will be under the direct su-|) 
pervision of Public Works Commis-| 


: 


tained. He cited a ruling. from 
McQwillin on municipal corpora- 
tions, 


though he had been asked to ats 
tend. Today Mr. Langlois said he 
was in the company of three mem- 
bers of the. commission yesterday, 
and asked that he be excused 
from attendance at the méeting, 
“The chairman said it would be all. 
right,” he declared, 
Mr. Butler also gave other evi- 
dence of Mr. Langlois’s alleged fail» 
ure to comply with orders issued | 
to him. by the board, which Mr, 


‘Langlois explained today as fol- 
‘\lows: ; | ie Big 
| “Inasmuch as the Park Commis- | 
‘sion had resigned, and I was con-! 


'tinuing with the work, I was await-; 


‘ing official confirmation that they 
iwere functioning again.” eet 
| At the meeffhg, Mr. Butler had 
‘commented thjit Mr. Langlois had 
not been sending in daily report 
i sheets, as reqjlested, and in their 
‘absence the commissioners were not 


Mr. Rosenthal further said that 
it was not necessary, to pass on 
the further question posed to him, 
whether in the absence of an ac- 
ceptance of the resignations by the 
mayor, such resignation actually) 
took effect. . | 


Langlois Absent } 
‘At a meeting of the full five- 
mam commission last night Chair- 


ek man William T. Butler commeéntedi 
| only, fie fox xa 
‘word from the State Civil Service) 


able to ascertain what work had 
‘been accomplished, or to know the} / 
idaily mileage of park vehicles and' 
\the amount of gasoline consumed. | 
The minutes, as written by A. K.| 
Sloper, secretary, after reporting 
Wr. Butler’s comments, said “The 
position of Mr. Langlois in this mat- 
;ter was contrary to former instruc- 
| tions given him.” 


|\quested ‘a leave 


- Park Board Has No Takers | 


the personnel 
ham Shipyards. 


if or $3000 Recreation Job __ 


ince: H. Boyd Is Last of Eligible’. 
Persons To Decline Position—Next 
Move To Be Subject of Meeting 


The unanimous declination of,by the men certified by the State| 
the new $3000 position of director; Civil Service Commission, was a} 


of Pittsfield parks and recreation,{new problem confronting the Park| 


»|director appointment. 


. ISaid. 


Commission today. 


i 
! 


Received from Robert H. Boyd, 
‘formerly of this city and Dalton,| 
now of Dedham, was a brief |et- 
ter thanking the Commission for, 
offering the job to him but stating, 
‘his decision to decline it. 
i Mr. Boyd was number two on| 
‘the certified list of three. The un-| 
named top candidate withdrew be-| 
‘fore the Civil Service Commission! 
‘announced the results, and William) 
EH. Stearns, Dalton, third man,| 
withdrew two weeks ago. | 


William J. Butler, chairman of 


eee uae left the city 
‘rolls to take | 
| that Mallean other work showed 
ee of City Hall walkouts in 1 
re was twi in}. 
‘1942, twice that number in 
| More than 30 of the cit i 
| withdrawals were in . the aa X 
Works Department, most of them| 
‘having gone into the General Elec-|! 
‘tric or other more remunerative| 
\war Jobs. There also has been a a 
/ §oodly turnover in Welfare Depart- 
Ment personnel, mostly at the City}, 
Infirmary, while others working}: 
)under Commissioner Charles H,.}. 
'Hodecker have been granted leaves} 
| of absences. Most of the public }) 
Works employees, however, left of}. 
their Own accord, were not granted} 
Jeaves of absences, therefore have |. 
Jost their civil service Status. . 
|. Some of the discharges include}, 
ecause of drunkenness} 
vior.” Others are for]. 


/Suspensions b 
and misbeha 
illness, ~ Serie: 
a The civil service will not allow |: 
municipal employees to ‘go into war!) 


Work unless they have the. ap-| 


\j Proval of their i | 
4 superiors. Re 
4 2 Lequest from Hen ae 
ti fie Department el 
‘le 


2 N. Kudlate, |. 
ectrician, | 
ave of absence was not asreee 
by Mayor Falion and the City]. 
Council because Fire Chief Thome 
F. Burke believed he wag needed}. 
by the Fire.Department,- | 
-- AS yet, Mr. Langlois: has not: re- 

Of absence,:: Such 

made last week by 

rector of the Hing-| 


a request was 


ok * * 


creas 
Pigs Ete mags 


the commission, said, upon mak- 
_|ing known the receipt of the Boyd) 
_|withdrawal letter, that he would! 
call a meeting of the board to con-| 
sider what shall be done about the} 


move is unknown at 


The next: Bes 
present, he} 





glois is No. 58 on the! 
943.) 


{ 
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To Be on Ballot Nov. 2 


Voters Will Decide Whether They 
Want To Abolish Unpaid Commission 
In Favor of Salaried Official 


tsfield voters when they go to 
the polls on Tuesday, Nov. 2, for 
the biennial city election will have 
an opportunity to decide whether 
they want to eliminate the pres- 
ent unpaid Park Commission of 
five members in favor of a single 
salaried commissioner, to be ap- 
pointed by the mayor subject to 
confirmation of the City Council. 
Assurance that the park issue 
would be on the ballot in the form 
of a referendum was given over the 
holiday week end when Gov. Sal- 
tonstall signed House Bill. 1729 
which was substituted by the Com- 


/ mittee on Municipal Finance for 


the original park bill, House 1474, 
submitted by Councilman Harvey 
E. Lake. The bill signed by the 
governor is substantially the same 
as the Lake measure which was 
filed by Representatives Daniel 
Casey and Arthur W. Milne. 


The Approved Bill 


The approved bill follows: 

An act authorizing the establish- 
ment of a Park Department, to 
be in charge of a park commis- 
sioner, in the city of Pittsfield. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and 

House of Representatives in Gen- 

eral Court assembled, and by the 

authority of the same, as follows: 
Section 1. The City of Pittsfield 

may by ordinance establish a 

park department, to be under the 

charge of an official who-shall be 
known as the park commissioner. 

The commissioner shall have en- 

tire charge of and full control 

over the maintenance and care 
of the public parks and play- 
grounds, including all buildings 
and trees thereon, located in said 
city, except playgrounds within 
the limits of school property, and 
may conduct and promote recrea- 
tion, play, sports and physical 
education, for which admission 
may be charged. The commis- 


sioner shall be appointed bien- 
nially, beginning with the year 
1934, by the mayor, subject to 
confirmation by: the city council 
in accordance with the provisions 
of its charter, and shall receive 
such compensation, if any, as the 
mayor and city council may de- 
termine. 

Section 2. Except as otherwise 
provided. by this act, all powers 
and duties relating to parks and 
of the General Laws shall be 
exercised and performed in said 
city by the mayor and city coun- 
cil thereof. 

Section 3. The employees m 
the park department of said city, 
as existing immediately prior to 


the establishment of the park de- . 
shall be | 


partment hereunder 
transferred to the park depart- 
ment established hereunder with- 
out impairment of their civil 
service status or 
rights. 


Section 4. So much of Chapter 


980 of the Acts of 1932, and acts 
in amendment thereof and in 
addition thereto, as is incon- 
sistent with this act, is hereby 
repealed. 

Section 5. This act shall be sub- 
mitted for acceptance to the reg- 
istered voters of said city at the 
biennial municipal election in the 
current year in the form of the 
following question, which shall 
be placed upon: the official ballot 
to be used at said election: 
“Shall an act passed by the gen- 
eral court in the year 1943, en- 
titled ‘An act authorizing the 
establishment of a park depart- 
ment, to be in charge of a park 
commissioner, in the City of 
Pittsfield,” be accepted?” Ifa 
majority of the votes cast on said 
question is in the affirmative, this 
act shall take full effect on the 
first Monday of January in the 
year 1944, but not otherwise. 


| 
| 


retirement | 


194.3 


Court Ruling Ma 


y Oust 


Teachers on Playgrounds 


Civil Service Employees Not 


Allowed To Take Paid Jobs 


In Some Community 


A tough new problem confronts 
the Park Commission as it - pre- 
pares to meet tonight at City Hall 


to set a date for the summer play- 
ground opening. Nearly all the 
staff of 15 for the playgrounds may 
be disqualified by a new state Su- 
preme Court-decision. Gov. Lever- 
ett Saltonstall may be asked to is- 
sue an emergency decree to cover 
the situation. 


The full bench of the Supreme 
Court has just given a decision, in 
the case of an Eastern Massachu- 
setts community, to the effect 
that full time Civil Service. em- 
ployees cannot take temporary em- 
ployment in the same community. 
In Springfield, the Park Commis- 
sion has taken the decision as the 
basis for making final the dismissal 
of 11 temporary playground and 
beach employees originally re- 
leased in, 1940, whose appeal has 
been static awaiting the Supreme 


Court decision. 


Before making the appointments 
of 13 school personnel and two 
others for the summer playground 
staff, the Pittsfield Park Commis- 
sion took pains to secure special 
permission for the appointment of 
teachers from Ulysses Lupien, com- 
missioner of the state Civil Service 
Commission. Now the court deci- 
sion may disqualify the teachers. 
Even Clement St. James, named as 


WY ys 


provisional head of the staff sub- 
ject to the possible appointment of 


a park and recreation director, 
who would be over him, is a teach- 
er and may have to pass up the 
job. 

May Ask Governor . 

A possibe loophole from the 
court’s decision apparently barring 
scnool teachers -from playground 
work, is seen in the war emergency 
powers invested in Gov. Saltonstall. 
It is maintained that the governor 
might have the power to issue an 
emergency decree to cover the local 
playground situation, in view of the 
manpower shortage and the need of 
supervised recreation for children 
out of school with parents work- 
ing. This possibility is likely to be 
considered by the Commission to- 
night, with the idea of appealing 
to the governor. 


The Supreme Court could hardly 
have issued its decision at a more 
inconvenient time for the Pittsfield 
Park Commission, intending to em- 
bark upon a municipally organized 
playground program for the first 
time in years to supplant the dis- 
continued WPA recreation project. 
This adds’ one more headache to 
many which have beset the board, 
which tried to resign in a body this 
spring but agreed to reconsider 
when pressed by Mayor James Fal- 
lon. The board since has had all 
three men who were certified by 
the Civil Service Commission as 
eligible for director of parks and 
recreation, withdraw as candidates. 
Its acting foreman was suspended 
for alleged insubordination and 
failure to carry out orders, and re- 
placed when he did not reappear 


‘for duty. The Legislature author- 


ized a referendum on the municipal 
ballot in 1944 to take park and 


recreation authority from the com- 


mission and place it in one paid 
commissioner. 5 


Mayor Fears Ordinance 


Will Govern Park Program 


Fallon Believes if Change Is “/ i/¢ {2 : 
To Be Made in Present Setup It : 
Should Be Done by Charter Change 


Mayor James Fallon today ex- 
pressed an extreme dislike for the 
proposed Park Department refer- 
endum as it will appear on the city 
election ballot in November and as 
it was drawn by the various com- 
mittees at Beacon Hill. 

Under the proposed organization, 
the Mayor says, especially if the 
electorate chooses to abolish the 


program will be governed by an 
ordinance, thereby giving unusual- 
ly free powers to the City Council. 
There is.nothing, the mayor said, to 
stop the City Council from repeal- 
ing such an ordinance if it, for some 
reason, does not think that parks 
are being run according to its way 
of conducting a program. 

Mayor Fallon believes that if 
such a change is to be effected, it 


unpaid Park Commission in favor of|should be incorporated in the city 


one paid 


commissioner, the park charter. 
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‘Commission, the board members } 


S43 ae SAN a ee 


Mr. Bisper ee 6 Ove /B (" 


In making Archie K. Sloper per-|| 


manent chairman of ‘the Brel 


‘are actuated obviously by putting} 
on the strongest front possible for| 
| their November trial before the } 
voters. While Mr. Sloper is a iay- 
‘man, there is probably no person in 
_|the city, professional or otherwise, | 
gwho could be counted on to do any 
| tter job in overseeing the city’s 
~ccreational: lant and hoes, Te-| 
sources. 
For years Mr. Slopet has made} 
la hobby of parks and recr eation. It 
jalmost amounted to a passion: with 
him during the days when he was| 


jone of the Greylock Reservation| — 


| commissioners and there was CCC 
labor to be had for promoting long 


range programs, Furthermore, Mr.} 


‘Sloper knows his politics and man- 
ages to sense which way the wind 


is blowing, as witness his*policy re-| 
| fires. at the municipal] 
dump. : Furthermore, once Bs has wich Sie Nose ania 
determined a policy and is con-|| 
\vinced of its rightness, he is ag-| | 
\gressiveness personified in seeing it] 


garding 


| | through. 

| Mr. Sloper apparently is con- 
jvinced that a lay commission of 
| civic-minded citizens, not subject! 
{to day-to-day political pressures, 
jean best serve the city’s park and 
|playground system. He has made 
ja good start in demonstrating why. 


(ond 


| 


| charged upon his failure to return 


| Penal merci ag through May 29. The 


Loe) Requests ive Brig | 7 a 


Of Absence, Vacation Pay (es 


~ Park Superintendent Explains Inability 
To Report for Work Today Because 
| Of ‘War Production Job 


The Park Commission today took; board had ignored a previous re- 
under advisement requests for a/|quest that he be granted a leave, 
leave of absence and two weeks’ 
vacation pay made by Napoleon A. 
‘Langlois, foreman, who explained 
in a letter received this morning 
‘that he could not report for work 
‘at 9 AM, as ordered, due to his 
temporary position as an.employee 
‘In a war plant. 

A letter to this effect was dis- 
patched to Mr, Langlois in reply. It 
stated that the Commission would 
‘let him know the decision in due 
| course. 

Mr. Langlois was or srdered in a let- 
‘ter, last week, to report today, fol- 
‘lowing instructions that he must 
| be reinstated, given to the board by 
the State Civil Service Commission, 
legally dis- 


ployer, the Bethlehem-Hingham| 
Shipyard Company. , 
Langlois’ Letter 

Mr. Langlois wrote from a Post |. 
Office address at Nantasket Beach, | 
Hull. His letter follows: 

Due to my present situation 
as an employee in a war plant, I 
find I am unable to report to 
the;Park Department on July 22, 
as requested. 


of absence be granted to me for 


war production employment. 
In addition, request is made 


tion pay, 
Service law inasmuch as seven 
ito work at the conclusion of his 
‘1o- -day suspension for alleged in- 


| poet Payton. 


. ene DA abe 
| Recreation Program ~ 
‘| The Park Commission displays 
‘good judgment adopting a part- Bs 
‘time public recreation plan for this 
‘fall and winter, as a stepping stone 
‘to the eventual. year ’round full- 
pele program. Likewise their choice} 
‘in Clement C. St. James to head 
it up is admirable. 
The part time plan will permit 
|\the Commission to feel its way 
{more carefully in the development || 
lof the broader recreational system, | 
iwhich could not be undertaken in 
|full now. because the Civil Service 
list’ of qualified candidates for: di-} 
trector has been exhausted. The 
lcity. will be saved money in the 
transition period. The budget con-}| 
.|tained $3000 for the director’s 1943 
| i eesene and Mr, St. James, as: part- 
.ltime worker, will have received but 
-la few hundred dollars for directing | 
\lthe highly successful summer play- 
ground activities and the new pro-| 
eram. The playground program 
\|which he carried out was good, was 
| well administered due largely to 
\his ability and universal popularity. 
|Many persons have ventured the 
Jjopinion that the Commission} 
jcouldn’t do bétter than lure him 
away from his public school physi- 
|eal education job to be full. sim 
recreation director. 


By refusing to give up fall and) 
winter recreation even though} 
balked for a director, by devising 
|practical and economical means of}: 
jgoing ahead with it, and by per-|, 
petuating good leadership, the}! 
Commission undoubtedly has fur-} 
ithered its chances, consciously or} 
unconsciously, of surviving the 
‘commission vs, commissioner park 
administration referendum at -the} 
November polls. Less popular is its| 
recent talk about the postwar pos- 
‘sibilities of developing another 
golf course in town. ence 


| ing the construction of a rikenoel| 


aye OU i 


B/2¢3. 


Wee 


o ¥ 
| |Proposea. a Golf coal 4 | | 


The Park Commission in propos-} 


‘municipal golf course on thel, 


| _ | Stephens property on Upper North]. 


a 
Hy 


‘Street after the war has provided) 
food for: thought and discussion. 


_|A few days ago I walked over this | 


4 


contained in a letter from his em-) 


I hereby request that a leave | 
an indefinite period, the reason 7 
being to allow continuation in | 
at this time for two-weeks’ vaca- | 


due me under Civil | 


months elapsed since previous | 
vacation while still on Park De- 


_ |Canadian-American 
jJdJuly and August 


‘grandstand for baseball, 
boxing and other sports at Wah-| 
jconah Park. Despite the fact that 


| priation 
|James Fallon and the City Council 


property given to the city py | 
Lieut. Donald B. Miller and Law- 
Tence K. Miller and it was easy} 

to see that an attractive nine-hole! 
course could be laid out. The plan} 

is to have a clubhouse on Upper} 
‘North Street. Persons, who have} 


not: visited this property, would bel! 





Surprised at the grand views pro-| 

vided in several directions. | 
_ It is a good thing to have the} 

Commission planning ahead for al-| 

‘though there is no great need of al 
‘municipal course here in wartime! 
with the Country Club of Pitts- | 
field, Berkshire Hills and Pontoo-} 
suc functioning, conditions after) 

‘the war might be different. A mu-|| 
nicipal course would be a boost to 

ithe links sport as it would attract]; 
persons who might hesitate to visit I 
other courses. After learning at} 
‘the municipal course, they might}, 
join clubs as hay 

first played golf as caddies. 

| The cost of keeping a municipal)! 
‘course in shape would probably bel; 
‘more than would be taken in for} 
playing fees but that would be no| 
argument against laying out such} 
links, The receipts at Wahconah 

Park and other fields in the city} 
‘are not sufficient to pay for the| 
‘upkeep but surely nobody could| 
EDEODEnY. argue ict ent ee eae 





ithe city eaeeniie to do so. 

| When the time comes for the}, 
| City Council to act upon the pro-} 
‘posal to construct a municipal] 
course the persons. desiring to have|). 


the plan carried out will be wise 


if they argue the case on its mer-}) 
its and not attempt to show that | 
the general public would be*more | 
‘interested i in having golf at.Spring-| 
side Park than having a covered | 
football,| 


it was impossible to construct the] 
covered stand for which an appro-| 
was made by Mayor}. 


jlast year the property was great-|). 
|ly improved by putting up a fence . 
and installing bleachers. Thirty 
|thousand or more fans attended} 
Leagues in|! 
last year.’ 


| 


|a fine.looking ball park and repre-|| 


{sentatives of major 


league clubs,}) 
who saw it last year or this, made 
remarks to that effect. Persons,|| 
| who-are inclined to think that the}! 
| Wahconah Park baseball field is a} 

Swamp, should take a look ane 

change their minds. ‘: 


= ret 


— 





ae 








HERG RAGS Cee ate Se 


mes | 
Sapa Shp Ns Sheng Hy 


Week-end visitors to Springside Park zoo admired Peggy, tyeananthd 
_, old doe which has been secured as companion to Peter, the two-year- 
old buck. Peggy was found in a field by a farmer in Canaan, N. Y., 
Secured by Caretaker Harry J. Watson through the efforts of Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Barry. . Besides the deer there are grey squirrels, a, red 
fox, rabbits, three varieties of colorful: pheasants, a, great horned owl 

: China gander and mailard ducks. ee Ad 
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EL. J. Watson 
To Become 
Park Foreman | 


Appointment by 
Commission — 
Expected Tonight | 
| The Park Commission is eld 
to promote Harry J. Watson, act-| 


ng working foreman, to the per-| 
nanent foremanship of the aeeaet| 


q 


/ Harry J. Watson 


(ment, formerly held by Napoleon. 
JA. Langlois, at a rexuley esting: 
jtonight. . ) 

| . Mr. Watson, who is the caretaker 
jof Springside House and grounds 
attached to Springside. Pazk, has! 
/been the acting foreman all sarn- 
‘mer, since the suspension, dsnia, of 
a leave of absence and dismussai of k 
‘Mr. Langlois. He has been in the 


department since 1939, when he received under his father on estates 


| was appointed caretaker and also 


eum contests in this ety drew wwe 
: 


ter ‘than’ 14,000" paid ‘admisdidns 
orth A 
_ The Public Golf Courses 


Play for the season on the two 
municipal golf courses, Franconia| 
and Memorial, came to a close last | 
‘week and, according to estimates | 
based upon the income for the year, | 


ithe operation of the courses will) 


yield to the city about $5000, The. 


jcheckup made under the direction of | 
| City Auditor Albert E. Neale re-| 
|veals that there were 30,033 fees | 


paid for play on the Franconia | 
course amounting to $18,019. Last) 


jyear, 47,1383 paid fees at Franconia} 


and the income was $28,279. Fig- | 


Jures for Memorial show that there | 


were 27,234 fees paid for a total} 
income of $16,840. At Memorial) 


{course last year the players num-/| 
|bered 41,449 and the income was} 


‘| $24,869. 

| The Franconia course was opened | 
|15 years ago, the Memorial course ; 
|three years later, and at the pres-| 
Jent time it is estimated that the fi-| 
|nancial account between the city 

jand the golf courses is about even) 
jand that these two public courses, | 
{therefore, can be- considered self-|) 


| supporting. 


It is no surprise to learn that) 
ithere was a sharp drop in the) 
number .of players at both Fran-j 
conia and Memorial this year. The} 
war gets the blame for many) 
things, aud, in the case of the pub-} 
lic golf courses, it is that same} 
story over again. The ban on pleas- 
ure driving was a blow to alll. 
‘branches of sports, and that the| 
local golf courses should be among} 
places affected is no cause for sur- | 
‘prise. 


Park Foremano%, | 
Injured in Fall? | 


Harry S. Watson, Park Depart- 


In England: He is a veteran of the|) ment foreman, has a possible rib 


f 


‘Teceived the federal appointment as first. World War and has been fracture, bruises and a skinned nose. 


‘director of a National Youth Ad- 


active in the American Legiun and|_ 


As she stepped into the abandoned 


ministration program for the oe in county sportsmen’s circles He is} Osceola School yesterd 
Ae - i 3 : a y 
liminary development of the tor secretary of the Pittsfield Sports-}; he fell Enesteny Gh door! He Ge 


mer estate, 


He was the 
Salisbury estate, 


‘gtoundskeeper of the Eldridge| tte has been i 


/Adams property .in Great Barring~ 
ton. He served similarly at Tux 


man’s Club. This s 


| visiting the building in West Pitts-| 
| field with a park policeman to dis-. 
}cuss its protection against a! 
| rumored Halloween bonfire project | 
n charge of horticul-||| o¢ neighborhood boys. The build 


tural work in th ; : : : 
edo| family, he Beeee aes With his ing was given the Park Commis- 


Park, N. Y. His early training was. Springside House. “| slon by the City Council for the sal-| 


|| vage of materials, 
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Free Movies 
Tonight in | . 


West Pittsfield 


A free public sound movie show 
will be held tonight at 7.30 in St.| 
‘John’s Temperance Hall, West. 
Pittsfield, under the auspices of| 
the Pittsfield Park Department.) 
‘The program includes “Trees and’ 
Homes,” a color film produced Dy | 


Recreation Program 
| the. Park Commission displays. 
good -judgment> adopting. a- part-' 
time public recreation plan for-this' 
‘fall and winter, as a stepping stone) 
to the eventual year ‘round ful!-| 
time program. Likewise their choice 
in Clement C. St. James to head 
‘it up is admirable. | 
| The part time plan will permit! 
the Commission to feel its way 
more carefully in the development: 
of the broader recreational system, 
‘which could not be undertaken in| 


‘full now because the Civil Service 


list of qualified candidates for di-| 
{rector has been exhausted, The 
city will be saved money in the) 
jtransition period. The budget con-) 
|tained $3000 for the director’s 1943. 
{salary and Mr. St. James, as part- 
{time worker, will have received but! 


a few hundred dollars for directing 


ithe highly successful summer play- 
ground’activities and the new pro- 
gram. The playground program) 
which he carried out was good, was) 
well administered due-largely to 
his ability and universal popularity. 
Many persons have: ventured the’ 
‘opinion that the. Commission: 
couldn’t do better than lure him} 
away from his public school -pHysi-| 
cal education job to be full-time| 
recreation director. eee “y 

By refusing to give up fall and| 
winter recreation even though 
balked for a director, by devising | 
‘practical and economical means of| 
going ahead with it, and by per-| 
petuating good leadership, the! 
Commission undoubtedly has fur- | 
tered its chances, consciously or | 
umconsciously, of surviving the 


jadministration referendum.at the 
| November polls. Less popular is its! 
‘recent talk about the postwar pos-' 
sibilities of developing another| 
golf course in town. | 


Park Board's | 
Fall Program | 
Announced 

Neighborhood 


Movies, Touch © | 
Football Planned | 


Opening events of the Park De-| 
partment’s newly inaugurated fall 
program. were announced today. | 

The first of a series of neighbor- | 
hood movie shows featuring pa- 


triotic and educational films will | 
‘be put on Tuesday night at Tem- 
/perance Hall, West-Pittsfield. In 
Holy Family parish hall, Wednes- 
day, - Sept. 29, a similar screen 
(Show will be given. Both halls have . 
been donated, and it is expected 
that others will be made available 
In various parts of the city for 
movies and other events. | 
A touch football league for. 
grammar school boys is another 
activity being organized by the 
Park Department, The league will 
have 11 teams representing as 
.Many schools, and will be operated — 
along lines similar to the junior 
high league. Both will be conduct- 
ed by Clement C. St, James, who 
‘Supervises the junior high touch | 
fcotball in his capacity of physi- 
jcal education teacher. He will 
;eonduct ‘the grammar School 
games for the Park Commission, 
as part time recreational director. | 
| Games will start next week. | 


| 
| 


St. Jame 
City Recreation Director 


New Post Created by 
Park Board, Unable To 
Make Permanent Appointment — 


Continuance of Clement C. St. 
James as part-time Park Depart- 
ment recreational supervisor for 
the balance of the year, was voted 
last night by the Park Commis- 
sion. He served this summer as 
director of the tea ae play- 
round program, restored to sup- 
plant the several years’ WPA 
recreational project. Mr. St. James 
ig the full-time physical education 


| supervisor for the public grade and 


junior high schools. ‘In his new 
work for the Park Department ne 
will receive $60 a month. ne 
By its action, the commission 
provides supervised recreation out- 
side the summer program-for the 
first time. The plan fills a void 
in the 1943 park program left by 
inability to fill the proposed new 
position of full-time superintend- 
ent of recreation for which $3000 
was provided in the municipal 
budget. The state Civil Service 
Commission qualified list was ex- 
hausted when three approved can- 
didates declined the appointment. 
,Commenting on the board’s ac- 
tion in securing Mr, St. James's 
services to conduct additional) 
activities, Chairman A. K. Sloper 


Bi fA 


;commission vs. commissioner park | | 


| said_“We are learning to ereep in 
_ public recreation in Pittsfield; 
| eventually we shall learn to walk.” 
. Will Develop Program 
- .Itis planned to have Mr. St. 
| James organize park activities such 
ag fali games, winter coasting and 
skating, and indoor events with tne 
hoped for use of public buildings 
which may be made available. He 
will work with school authorities 
and community organizations to 
co-ordinate recreational activities, 
_ particularly for children, and de- 
velop new ones. 
The commission temporarily de- 
| ferred action in the proposed point- 
| ment of Harry J. Watson as fore- 
/man because of possible ‘techni- 
- ealities. He will succeed Napoleon 


' | A, Langlois, whose leave of absence 


request was denied and whose em- 
| ployment was terminated by: his 
preference to continue in war ship- 
| building. The commission wished to 


Clement ©. St. James 


action on Mr. Watson’s appoint- 
ment, it was explained. 

It was voted to continue on part 
time the services of two of the tem-| 
porary staff of park police em- 
ployed this summer for the first) 
time. James McKeever and William) 


Beals will be asigned to duty dur-| 


ing periods of park activity. | 

The commission will sponsor at 
once the survey and\ planning for- 
the proposed postwar, recoristruc- ° 
tion of Campbell Street on Wab-} 
conah Park to afford a connecting. 
highway between Wehconah and} 
Onota Streets via the present) 
macadamized King Street on the} 
park. This will make a convenient 
new north-south traffic route. The 
Public Works Department will 
make the survey and plans under 
the supervision of Commissioner 
Leon Reed. Part of the project will 


be the reconstruction of a bridge! 


be sure that every requirement offover the Onota Lake outlet which 


' state law was met in the various’ emerges into the park from Pitts- | 


steps necessary before taking final | field Cemetery. 


jst. John’s Hall Movies 


lo the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


my section and they are to contintle 
Eh ebuehout the fall and winter | 


a 


: : if people undet- 
sday evening my husband|months, I think 1 nde 
i pie ee Y ae five children at-|stood how good the programs were 


\tended movies un 


der the auspices|they would gather their families 


| ittsfi issi her and plan to at- 
e Pittsfield Park Commission and friends toget : 
Ibs St. Jonn’ s Temperance Hall on|tend next Wednesday, and all the 


Lebanon Avenue. 

| ‘These movies are free to the pub- 
\tic and I find the programs very 
linteresting and educational. J: 
lis also some comedy thrown i. 


Ore: on 
Of course, this is only the secon 
week movies have ‘peen shown in 


| 200 See Movies 
| At St. John’s Hall 


succeeding Wednesdays. 


his 
Although the attendance t 
week was very good, we should do 


There| better next week to show our ape 


reciation and fill the hall::- 
A (MRS.) ELLEN B. DELPHIA. . 


Pittsfield, 7 


ress‘in the Sky,” scheduled for Oct. 
27, has been postponed to Dec. 8, 
due to last-minute production 


changes, 


oe cee 


_ About 200, the largest audience 
| thus far, last night saw the fourth] 
| in a series of weekly public movies] 
lat St. John's Hall, West Pittsfield, ) 
under the auspices of the Pittsfield | 
| Park Department. The showing of | 
‘the 30-minute color film, “Fort-" 


Playsround 


Figures 


Announced 


Report on Summer 
Program Issued | 
By St. James | 


A total attendance of 86,959 for 


the 10-week public playground pro-| 
cram this summer was reported to-| 
day by Clement C. St. James, super-| 
visor of the Park Commission’s pro-| 
gram which took the place of. the! 
several years’ WPA. recreational 
project on the playgrounds. 
The attendance consisted of 78,-| 
500 in the daytime, 8500 in the eve-| 
ning, the latter largely adults.| 
Evening movies drew 5750, square} 
dances 800, jitterbug contests 900,| 
amateur shows 1050. | 
Most popular playground was} 
‘Clapp, with a total daytime attend-}, 
ance of 20,258 and evenings 850,| 
‘with a grand total of 21,108. Next) 
was the Common, with 16,245 in the| 
daytime, 3600 at night. This was) 
the principal center of evening} 
movies, although shows were run at}| 
all seven playgrounds. \\ 
|’ The program opened the third) 
week of June and closed the last 
week of August. | 
_ Daytime children’s activities drew} 
the following individual playground 
turnouts: Clapp,- 20,258; -Common, | 
16,245; Springside, 13,615;. Francis 
‘Avenue, 7909; Pitt,.'7094; Coolidge, 
'5209; Deming, 4531. -Springside at-}) 
itendance records dropped in early 
iJuly when the pond water was de- 
\clared unfit for bathing by the Pub-| 


‘lic Health Department and the pool|| 


\promptly closed. 


| 





——————— 
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Alt ak Defends Park Basel Park Question To Appea; 


Park Accom lishments | ‘To the Editor of THE EAGLE: 
: ae mn fn On Every Ballot Tuesday * ae 


| i | e letter appearing 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE}— | Eagle last night attacking the Park, 
Section 2. Except as Ure 
wise provided by this act, all 


| There has been a great deal of} Commission was so weak in the ex- 
lacs of the Park Commission|)@mples cited as evidence of poor|| One of two referendums which 
administration of the present board Will appear on the ballot Tuesday ath ember | 
'that it is plain that the five inem: | will be the question of whether} powers and duties ‘relating to gar a board, with one m 
bers are being unfairly put on the) ‘the voters want to have a single} parks and playgrounds under appointed each year to serve for a 
spot. They should be defended. salaried commissioner in charge of| Chapter 45 of the General Laws five-year term, is freer from polit 
It was cited, for instance, that) the Park Department instead of Shall pe cline tomy aaa ical pressure and more likely to 
in said ci e€ mayor an 
city “pane thereat i serve the city intelligently anc 
Section 3. The employees in|disinterestedly than a single paid 


the shelters and park toilets at the pais et st unpaid eile 
| mission. e question is worde 
‘stop to think, or know, about its Springside and Deming Parks are) que: 
the park department of said city,| e9mmissioner appointed by the 
as existing immediately prior to mayor and the City Council for 


as follows:— 
many constructive projects and ac-|KePt locked up. They are only | “Shall a 
=| act passed by the Gen- 
_tivities during the past five years. | locked up when there is no super-| n ig y 
| the establishment of the park de-| 4 
partment hereunder, a be 2 two-year term. Such a board af 


vision at the parks. This is only) eral Court in the year 1943, enti- 
|T would like to list a few: common sense because there have tled ‘An Act Authorizing the Es- 

transferred to the park depart- fords greater continuity, and is in 
ment established hereunder with- much better position for long 


| It has built the field house at been’ too man ‘tablishment*of a Park Department 
y examples of vandal-) 
Deming Park, shelters and pubiicllism around the city for anyone to ‘To Be in Charge of a Park eae 
/rest rooms at Springside, public rest || aoubt what would happen to these missioner, ee City of Pittsfield ee Palio mer " | 
rooms at Clapp Park and the Com- || facilities if they kept open unsuper- | P¢ accepte ; teats hue . retirement range planning than a single exec- 
ae Saini aa park property, || vised, Also, it should not be for- ae HeAtOE SE ec Sloe ae Be ae ; “utive. | 
Rien c Siac beer Sed gotten that these facilities are not a pale ie) EIU ele te Ree 4, So much of Chapter These reasons apply against any 
Hace: acquired the Stevens and Wil- ee. Ae ieee A a he cee Bt g Section. 1. The city of Pitts- | 280\of the acts of 1932, and acts commissioner and are independent) 
|son properties and is developing = v,| field may by ordinance establish | in amendment thereof and in ad- of and additional to the fact that 
lth | marily accomodations for children} atk department, to be under | dition thereto, as is inconsist- Aer 
| ULem. | using the playgrounds. The rest} a Dak PD yoee ent with this act, is hereby re- ‘the commissioner authorized unde 
Seated ‘the present referendum would be 
Section 5. This act shall be outside the benefits and qualifica- 


ve Vote “No” on Park woke V/, 

The present Park Board of five] 
unpaid” members should be re-| 
tained in the park referendum on) 


‘the municipal ballot next Tues- | 


/of late, and the proposed referen-| 
dum which will be voted on Tues-|) 
iday, Nov. 2, is itself a criticism of | 
the work of the Commission. 

_ I wonder if many of the people 

‘who criticize the Park Commission 





! 


It has improved fhe Pontoosuc|}rooms are, of course, open when | os eee of tN aa wae 
j}and Burbank beaches, and has plans | the playgrounds are supervised], Brae ne Haas rakes NaN eh anil 
| for a future contingency on the'| which is the time. when the great- (eee Si ie die oe a ie 
money and personnel that may be'| est number of children are there. i ete ee ae ‘< apa Operas and 
available; it acquired the Tea Gar-| Failure to keep up the Coolidge } psa ee es es ne and play- 
; den site at Pontoosuc Lake and has} tennis courts this last summer was! Sone me eee ager haiahios 
‘landscaped. it; it has instituted a} | Simply a question of lack of man-. | ead ts ee yete ea in Be 
park police program which has|| power. Maintenance of tennis| bi 2 oe Peravorounde: within: 
been very successful in controlling j courts take many hours with roll-| ‘th ee ee f ede roperty, and 
_vandalism, rowdyism, and gambling|| ing, weeding, patching, etc. . Some pan pastel tae Hetiti trea 
on park properties, and this year it||! of the park facilities had to be! Hon, : la sponte and physical 
,has set up and directed a  fine| ,neglected. Therefore, I think that’ tates Fria which admission 
‘recreational program under the di-|' no blame can be attached to the! ‘mav be charged. The commis- 
rection of Clement St. James, | Park Commission when it decided ec shall Ke appointed bien- 
| Itseems to me that this is a very ||| that it was more important, to keep| | ety, beginning with the year 
‘impressive list of accomplishments, ||| facilities in repair which served | (1944,: by the mayor, subject to 
| particularly when one considers the|||More persons. The greatest good confirmation by the city council 
financial and. political difficulties||for the greatest number is not a 


jin accordance with the provisions 
‘under which the Park Commission ||| policy to be criticized, as long as. lof its charter, and shall receive 
has operated, I hope that all think- | 


{some part of the park program. had} | such compensation, if any, as the 
ing voters will vote “No” to the || to be curtailed because of.’ man- | ‘mayor and city council may de- 
park referendum proposal, thereby | 


_| power shortage. termine. oa 
saving for Pittsfield the fine Park} 


submitted for acceptance to the {ions of civil service, and would be 
eee voters of oh oe at! ne kind of temporary and unsat- 
si peeee Seren ate hk of| isfactory makeshift only justified 
the following question, which | by an €mergency, It is to be doubt 
shall be placed upon the official|eg if even the most violent of the | 
ballot to be used at said elec- opponents of the present board can’ 


pe mers ae a ete establish the present situation as’ 


1943, entitled ‘An Act Authoriz-| an emergency. 

ing the Establishment of a Park!’ The most serious objection to the} 
Department, To Be in Charge of onange at this time, in our opinion,| 
Pee Oa | is that advanced by Mayor Fallon) 
a majority of the votes cast on) in opposing the proposal. Severs 
said question is in the affirma-| thousand voters are deprived 0) 
tive, this act shall take full effect | the power to vote because of theii, 
on the first Monday of January | presence in the armed services: 


ee gee pe smerny a gia ‘While this condition has been rec- 
jognized by the General Court in| 


Talbot Ur ges. »s “No” Vot | [ethout changing the City Charter 
On Chjuue in Park fe 


As to the gardens on the Stevens! 
Gpnmicsion program, and showing || section of Springside Park: it should 
their appreciation and approval of| not be forgotten that the play- 
the work the Commission has ac-| grounds are for children and the 

| complished, parks are for adults. Making the 

| ‘parks as beautiful and attractive as 

-\possible for the grown people who} 


and thus rendering possible a new 
\ _|setup subject to recall, the basic 


. SCHUMAC ‘| objection remains—that the choice 


ER. 


[pittsicaer, 2H-/4 <3. 
When ‘No’ Means ‘Yes’ 


want to enjoy them is definitely a | 


‘mission. 


Although he voted for the resolu- 


part of the job of the Park Com- | tion last March to abolish the Park 
Wiabmiiceian in favor of a 


single 


parks, which is one of the ref-| 


erenda on Tuesday’s ballot. 
First—The Park Commission | 


jis not entirely representative, and | 
ithat any basic change in our mu-| 


To admit that the Park Commis-| has done a good job during the \nicipal government shouldn Be lee 


| Park Commissioner Councilman Le- 


“To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


‘sion is now doing a good job be- 


past season; the personnel of the |till after the war 


I find there is a great deal of'|| 


‘cause they have the ouster hanging) land C. Talbot of Ward 4 urged all 


confusion in the minds of voters || ae 


‘on the park referendum which will! 
‘be on the city ballot next Tuesday. | 
| Usually, if one votes “yes” or af- | 
jfirmatively on any proposition one | 
jis acting positively and is voting to' 
retain or continue a particular’ 


\policy or institution. . 


_ However, owing i the form of | 
the park question on the ballot, a | 
“yes” vote, insofar as the Park | 
| Coninission is concerned, is a nese 
itive vote, while a “no” vote, inas-| 
‘much as it retains the present Park/ 
is a positive vote.| 


‘Commission, 
‘Hence the confusion. 


That the will of the people may, 
‘be served and quite without regard } 
to my own position or my own per- | 
in the matter, 
‘should like to take this opportunity 
‘of setting the voters straight. Those! 
\who want to vote against the Park} 
‘Commission vote “Yes.” Those who! 
‘want to retain the Park Commis-) 


‘sonal feelings 


sion vote “No.” 


#28: 


if axpayers’ | 
*°No” Rotcs on 


Pittsfield Taxpayers’ 


In a public statement today the 
Association 


urges voters to vote “no” on the 


eferendum on Tuesday’s election 


ballot proposing the replacement 
of the unpaid Park Commission by 
‘a single salaried commissioner. 

| The taxpayers’ association state- 


ent follows: 
The Pittsfield Taxpayers’ Asso- 


ciation urges the voters of Pitts- 


field te vote “no” on referendum 
question No.-1 om the ballot 
Tuesday, .which relates to the 
Pittsfield Park Department. . 
_ The association urges 

negative vote because it sincerely 
believes that any organic change 


'in a department or branch of 


the municipal government should 
as Re eae tae ee ee ee 


A. K. 
Chairman, Pittsfield 
Park Se oriaission. | 


this 


‘over them is to forget that the|)voters today to vote “no” against 
| Park Commission’s whole budget abolishing the present form of com- 

‘had to be submitted to the mayor [eae 

,and. City. Council by Dec. 31, 1942.) ” shee a Bau 

At that time their 1943 program}, ‘At the time I voted,” Mr. Talbot 

was planned and they have been} said, “I believe I said that the parks 

carrying it out this summer and| were jn deplorable condition but 


‘|fall. Yet, the action to oust the}! 
| Park Commission wasn’t introduced having observed closely what was 


jin the City Council until March, done for the city’s children on the 
11943, which was over two months playgrounds during the past sea- 
ison, what with a manpower and 
| I think the Park Commission has},equipment shortage and all, I am 
} done a good job and will do a bet-|/willing to concede that I made a 
{ter one when .adequate manpower mistake. As long as we have ad- 
{is available to carry out their pro-| ministrators like “Archie K. Sloper 
| gram more fully. As a friend offand capable assistants, no better 
|sports and recreation in Pittsfield}form of park administration could 
{for the last 22 years through my] be wanted.” 
_connection with semi-pro baseball! Furthermore, Mr. Talbot said, he 
and the American Legion junior}! voted last March for a change in 
_baseball teams, I think the present | the charter but after the Legisla- 
|-Park Commission should be given) ture finished with the City Council’s 
‘a vote of confidence and that voters. original resolution, there were vast 
‘should register themselves against) differences. 
ithe proposal to substitute a single} Talbots’ Statement 


commissioner for the board. Mr: Talbot’s statement follows: 
CLEMENT M. FARRELL. There are two main reasons 


_.4Pittsfield. | Why I feel that a negative vote 


Cena Should be cast on the question 
Bi Urges as tO a proposed change in the 
Question 


, Management of our municipal 

be made by amendment to the | 
city charter and not by a mere | 
ordinance. Only through charter | 
amendment can any department | 
be assured of the. stability. of | 
foundation which good govern- | 
ment requires. To pass the pro- | 
posed referendum would enable | 
the City Council to change.the | 
set-up of the Park Department | 
at will. 

Furthermore, the association 
reiterates its belief that there | 
should be no fundamental 
changes in the form of the city 
government while so many Pitts- 
field voters are absent in mili- 
tary service, and, therefore, un- 
able to satisfactorily form and |} 
express their opinion on the | 
merits of such matters. . 


¢ 


SLOPER, 


| 
| 





commission has been greatly im- 


proved, as well as that of the 


working force; there has been || 
much progress made in the care) 
and attention given the parks; 
and a satisfactory summer pro- || 
gram has been carried out, 
spite of war restrictions. 


Second—and perhaps most im-| 


portant of all—the question that| 
will be on the ballot is entirely || 
different from the form in which | 
the City Council originally con- | 
sidered the matter. According | 
to my understanding, a “yes? | 
vote will be simply to give the | 


City Council authority to adopt | 
an ordinance to change from a | 
park | 
It is not distinct- | 
but).a | 


commission to 
commissioner, 

ly a change in charter, 
permissive.step.. Should. the ref- 


a single 


erendum be adopted amd an ordi- | 
is extremely | 


mance passed, it 


doubtful if the City Council as | 
would } 


at present constituted, 
pass the same over a veto of the 
mayor. 

Therefore, it seems to me that 
to vote “no,” on the park ques- 
tion. is the safest thing to do to 


insure satisfactory management, | 


of our parks. 


4 


‘Park Board 


To Turn Back | 
$6000 Balance 


1944 Budget Request 
May Exceed 
Current $46,000 


The Park Commission, coal 


in || 


finishing touches to its 1944 budge 
request ‘last night, determined tha 
it will turn back to the city treas- 
ury about $6000 in unexpended 
current funds at year’s end. 
The unexpended sum is 13 per 
{cent of the total departmental ap-) 
propriation of $46,000. A. K. Slop- 
er, chairman, declined to reveal 
the probable sum of the ’44 budget. 
request, which he said would be) 
filed with Mayor James Fallon be- 
fore Nov. 30, but indicated it may 
exceed the current appropriation. 
Half the unused balance, he ex- 
y plained, results from the unex-, 
pended salary appropriation for aj 
newly authorized director of parks || 
and recreation. No qualified per- | 
;son was found to take the job. The} 
ijremainder is composed of small} 
Savings in many de cht appro- | 
| priations. ' 
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_ Park Commissioner Says Ward 2. 
| Councilman Is “Amateur Politician” — 


*, Tells How Park Affa 


' For the benefit of Councilman 
Jara EK. Lake, whom he calls an 
ir politician,” Park Com- 
aS@mer William: J. Butler today 
*xploded with an answer to the 
Vard 2 representative who last 
week led the City Council to table 
| ‘Mr, Butler’s re-appointment to the 
park: Commission. He said Mr. 
_wake’s reference to his (Butler’s) 
removal as Park Commission chair- 
/Man was not true. 
t,, Lake’s motion to table the But- 
_ ler re-appointment was favored, 10 
piito 1. Mr, Lake, at that time, said 
| the appointment of Mr. Butler 
. would not “benefit” the board and 
jadded that the commission was just 
ja “one-man exhibition” by Chair- 
f) Man Archie K. Sloper, anyway. 
1 Butler’s answer ate 
~ Mr. Butler’s answer: 3 
+ Mr. Lake’s “brain child,” that 
/ one-man commission he tried to 
(|. put over last year, so befogged 
| his vision that’ it may be the rea- 
“son. Why Harvey Lake made 
| those statements last week... “It 
Was a pleasure for me to wit- 


Ness the greatest exhibition of a. 


one-man commission I have ever 
Seen,” Mr, Lake said. He saw 
Something that wasn’t there. For 
‘the benefit of this amateur pol- 
itician, it is a pleasure to ex- 
plain how the park affairs are 
handled, ! 
_ .The program for the year is 
Completed at the time the budget 
4s made out. Thus, the program 
for 1943 was planned in late 1942, 
/The commission voted to open 
pune playgrounds June. 23, By 


irs Are Handled © 


this time, all park police, play- 
ground supervisors, «headed by 
Clement St. James, had’ been en- 
gaged. The program for the’ 
year was complete and that was. 
the program followed ~for the 
year. . 

The knocker always saddles 
the wrong horse. Mr. Sloper was 
Not chairman at that time. At 
a meeting of the board June 30, : 
Mr. England (Commissioner Mon- 
roe B.) nominated Mr. Sloper for 
Chairman and. the motion” was 
Seconded by. Mr. Butler® * The 
statement by Mr. Lake that “T 
was deposed as chairman” or, in 
other words, removed from. the 
throne, is not true, — Mr. Lake 
wouldn’t know that the minutes 
of the meetings are available. 
My resignation, as chairman, was 
at my request, 

Why try to hide behind a 
mask? Name the’ man ordered 
to keep quiet until after election. 
As for a “former chairman not 
attending half the meetings,” this 
is a false statement—as the 
minutes of the meetings will 
prove, | 


The Park Commission is not a 
“one-man affair” ag Mr. Lake 
tries to make it. The voters 
Showed their confidence in the 
commission when they thwarted 
his scheme at election. But it 
didn’t register. The fellow who 
ds looking for slights, insults and’ 
injuries is reasonably sure to 
find a few nuggets of trouble be- 
fore the sun sets. - 


IFECTUPE Raom 


| THE PROPOSED OBSERVATORY for Springside 
Camille, might look something like the above sk 


He has offered to draw plans 


ing season. 


Pras 


The Park Commission is not 
readying the facilities of Burbank 
Park, Onota Lake, for bathing and 
other recreational use in the com- 


In all likelihood the 
beach will remain closed because 


of the unanswered question 


whether the Department of Public 
Works will be forted to draw 


further upon the lake for emergen-, 


cy city water supply as seems 
probable. The most recent pump- 
ing from Onota was less than two 
weeks ago. res 

The bathing beach is adjacent to 


Burbank Park Beaeh |; 
May Remain Closed _ 


Mog tH IVY 
the water pumping ‘station and 
therefore within the critical con- 
tamination area. The beach was 
open throughout last season when, 
there was a similar water supply 
problem but lake water was not 
drawn. : ! 

The city beach facilities at Pon- 
toosue Lake are receiving spring, 
refurbishment and repair. The! 
boat landing has been painted and 
a general cleanup job undertaken. 
It is planned to install two shower 
baths, a facility which has been 
lacking and much demanded. Also 
proposed is 4 first aid room. 
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Tables Butler 
Appointment 


Carrigan Approved 
For Park Board 


‘Park Board Appointments 


(May Encounter Opposition 
wn Lake Wants To Hane A 


| CAadeloin Lake Wants To Have 


Renaming of William J. Butler Tabled— 


May Try To Block Carrigan, Too 


The provisional appointment of 
| William J. Carrigan of 382 Peck’s 
'|}Road and the reappointment of 


By Vote of 10 to 1 | 


Following the scheduled blast by 
Councilman Harvey E. Lake against 
Mayor James Fallon’s re-appoint- 
ment of William J. Butler as a 
member of the Park Commission, 
the City Council last night voted, 


10 to 1, to table the matter for | 


further study and _ consideration. 
Councilman Edward J. Tierney of 
‘Ward 6 was the dissenter. The ap- 
pointment of William J. Carrigan, 
president of the CIO textile work- 
ers’ union at the Berkshire Wool- 
en Company, as a member of the 


. commission, was confirmed, 10 to 1, 


with Councilman Leland C. Talbot 
as the dissenter. 

“It is my belief,” said Mr. Lake, 
who led the tabling motion, “the 
re-appointment of Mr. Butler to the 
Park Commission would not bene-! 
fit the board, but would be a detri- 
ment. Last year, when Archie 
Sloper took over the chairmanship 
of the commission, it was a pleas- 
ure for me to witness the greatest 
exhibition of a one-man commission 
I have ever seen. 

Lake Lashes Out | 

“As I recall, Mr. Butler was 
chairman of that commission, but 
for some reason or other he was| 
deposed as chairman, 


William Butler of 37 Albro Street 


as members of the Park Commis- 
sion, made Saturday by Mayor 


\|James Fallon, will meet opposition 


tomorrow night at the City Council 

|meeting. Councilman Harvey . E. 
Lake of Ward 2, indicated today 
‘that in the matter of the Butier 
| appointment he will ask the Council 
to table the item for further study 
;and consideration. He may _ also 
|try to block the Carrigan appoint- 
}ment “for various reasons” but had 
jnothing to say on that latter nom- 
ination, 

“I think that the Butler appoint- 
| ment should be given serious con- 
| sideration,” Councilman Lake said. 
| “It should be remembered that last 
|year, when the commission was at 
jits lowest ebb, Mr. Butler was 
| chairman of the Park Board. It 

was his administration that prompt- 


'|ed me to introduce the measure last 


year whereby the commission would 
be replaced by a paid, single com- 
missioner. 

“However, during the year there 
was a change in Park Commission 
administration and Archie K. Sloper 
came in as chairman. I have no- 

|ticed in the past few weeks that 
the Park Department has turned 
| back $10,000 or more into the city 
| treasury and still carried on a com- 
mendable program for our children 


trying to get one professional ad- 


self.” 
Butler To Carry On 


But whether the City Council ta- 
bles the Butler appointment or not, 
the former @ommission chairman 


still will sit as a member of the 


board if he so wishes. 
actually expired Aug. 1 but Mayor 
Fallon had not bothered to rename 
him or appoint a_ successor, 
thermore, Mr. Butler is a member 
of the commission until a successor 
has been duly named and con- 
firmed. Consequently,-even if the 
Council went so far as to disap- 
prove of him, he: still would be 
a. holdover member of ‘the commis- 
sion, 


Mr. Carrigan, a longtime em- | 
ployee of the Berkshire Woolen . 
Company, is the only president Lo- | 
cal 301 of the Textile Workers of 
His ap-. 


America has ever had. 
pointment to the commission is pro~ 
visional, will extend until such time 


aS G. Bartlett Hendricks returns 


home from the Army or’ until the 
term expires—whichever occurs 
first. Mr. Carrigan also serves on 
the War Manpower Area Commit- 
tee, which arbitrates employer-em- 
ployee differences. He is a char- 
ter member of the Pittsfield War 


Fur- | 


‘\Miller Offers 


ministrator of parks and Mr, Slo-'| 
per’s record last year bears me out. | 
It was still a one-man show and) 
it was a swell job, if I say so my- | 


‘|Dollar a Year 


Land: to City a 


The Park ‘Commission has re- 


\| ceived the offer of the 90-acre Root 


property on William Street forthe 
nominal rental of $1 a year from 


His term |Lieut. Donald B. Miller, U.S.N.R., 


| who recently acquired -title. 


No action has been taken on the 
offer, but the commission will view 
the land when the snow and ice 
have gone to determine the prac-} 
ticability of using portions for 
‘recreational activities. If suitable 
the land would. be leased 45 
offered. 
ay practicable, tentative plans are 
ij understood to call for the develop 
iment of one or more softball dia 
monds and other possible facilitie 
|for use next summer, 


} 


to know also why he was not re- 
appointed last August when his 
term expired. Just what good he 
will do on the board is another 
question. One member is now 
| serving in the armed forces. An- 
other, a former chairman of the 
commission, doesn’t attend half ed 
meetings and the other was or-| 
dered to keep quiet most of last! 
year until after election time.” | 
“Before we take any action on 
the motion of the Councilman from 
Ward 2,” broke in Councilman 
George A. Fuerst “T would like) 
some assurance that the attempt\ : : 
to abolish the commission is not age ne BP | 
made in 1945.” Lp DOMILCS 0 | SOONG rr na ripRa Genie 
“The voters of Pittsfield voiced! sioner Gale Biecti ore” were | 
their wishes on this particular, the service 00 Syn ahan, 
matter on the ballot last fall,”| voiced last ment. John ttended: and 
Lake answered, “and I am ready| representing the So! i il for con- 
to abide by those wishes.” |. commended ue desis of Mr. 
Although Mr. Butier’s reappoint-|) firming aes ote een the only 
ment was tabled last night, he may |) Saree, mal 301 of the Textile 
continue to serve until another per-| president rare erica has ever had 
son has been named and confirmed,| Workers of ; history. Mr. Talbot 
Even if Mr. Lake can muster six|) in its. Be eee the eae g that he 
votes to disapprove of the mayor’s| xPlained af ah ointment on 
appointment, Mr. Butler could con-| voted against Wie ap pe should 
_ tinue to be a member of the Park ane hen oan He does 
Be fommission. abe | Sot iia Mr. Carrigan and did not 
i have enough time to gather in- 
formation about him, he said. 


during the summer and fall. I still 


I would te | 
say that I had the right idea in 


Chest Committee. The Carrigans 
have five children, . 


Talbot Expiains diremnie nth 34 
‘Although Mr. Talbot voted against 


Mr. Carrigan” as @ 





ae 
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a Park Commission Policy 


ys aes we wes fe ae — 
a wee a ? 
Pisee 
oN 


a 3 * se 


The Park Commission appears to 


the Onota Lake beach at Burbank 


Park, despite public pressure, main¢ | 


'|Park Telescope Per 4 
If the minority atti nde Vane 


|have fallen victim of hot-weather| 
inconsistency, It refused to open | 


taining there was possibility that] 


‘swimmers might pollute the water]: 


Bi 


and endanger public health should 
Ee become necessary, late in the 
Summer, to draw upon the lake 


to augment the city regular water|| 


‘Supply. While this, to some, ap-| 
peared to be excessive caution, the|| 
CGmeaission could not have been] 


isly criticized, except that no 


ON@ures were taken to patrol the|) 


jbeach. Asa result, hundreds are 


using the municipal swimming fa-| | 


| cility, 


the same as at other points} | 


on the lake. By indirect sanction of|| 


| swimming, 


the commission made|| 


‘\its policy appear merely “paper” 


(precaution. 


|, At Pontoosuc Lake, the commis-|' 
-jSlon has taken a. quite different ] 
city-| | 


| Position, Although 


closing 
jwide the playground 


progra 


a precaution against spread of _in- 


{fantile paralysis, 

| kept the Pontoosuce 
jdespite one theory 
a poliomyelitis germ earrier. In} 
Its explanation, the commission | 
reasoned that, inasmuch as people 
would swim there anyway, it was 
preferable that facilities be main- 
|tained for their convenience, and 
supervision for their protection 
against possibility of accident. 
Thus the immediate danger of 
Serlous disease appears to have 
been risked unnecessarily to guard 
against the chance of someone 
having cramps. Also people have 
‘been encouraged to swim and 
| perhaps take polio precautions less 
‘seriously than otherwise. i 
_ The two policies have the ap- 
(pearance of being out of balance. | 


~ sa 


the board has 


city beach open, || 
that water is| 


‘ 
| 


played this week in the City Coun- 

jcil over the appropriation of $290]! 
jfor setting up a_ telescope 
‘Springside Park persists 
fyears to come, then the Park De- 
jpartment might well sit back, just 
oil its swings and see-saws and 
wait for Pittsfield people 
jswarm into its playgrounds. 
The opposition to the installa- 

tion of a small observatory in the| 
jpark leads one to wonder what 


at]! 
in thel 


to}|| 


,the same men will do when other! | 


|progressive installations are pro-, 
posed and .recommended by the 
}Park Department. Since the tak-: 
jing over of the Stevens property 
jas a part of Springside Park, the 
;department, at very little expense, 
istagted the makings of a zoo. True, 
Jit had yery scant beginnings and) 


.|still is almost in embryo but sure- 


ly enough, when the matter came. 

Jjup at a City Council meeting, it 
jwas spoken of as a 
project. 


| Pittsfield indeed was fortunate || | 
jthat Mr. G. C. Camilli could see}! 


his way clear of donating such a 
valuable piece of equipment to the 
|city, and the least the city could 
|do was erect a proper building to 
house the instrument. The aregu- 
4;ment made this week in opposition 
to the telescope house was that 


the money “could better be spent}, 


on the children,” an age-old appeal 
to a certain bloc of voters. Anoth- 
jer thought the money could better 


be spent on benches or swimming 


beach guards. 

During the past few years, the 
|Park Commission has been trying 
jto set up a system which would 
cater to the recreational wants of 
all—young and old—but if this 
‘week’s exhibition persists, then 
lawn-mowing will be the depart- 
ment’s major project. 

* ** * 


ridiculous |} 


————— 


Park Program 


Drew 90,535, 


Say 
Pecws —£99¥Y 
Commission Turns 
Down. Request for 


Weller Skating Rink 


A total of 90,535 persons have 
in, or witnessed as 
spectators; the recreational pro- 
_ gram featutes of the Park Depart- 
- ment during 1944, as reported to 
_ Park Commission Wednesday -by 
Clement C. St. James, director. This 


participated 


s St. James 


POE er ee - 
: le 


was in spite of the fact that the 
summer playground and beach ac- 
tivities were sharply curtailed be- 
cause of the infantile paralysis sit- 
uation. : | 

Mr.. St. James noted in his re- 
port that one phase of the prog?am 
was the sponsorship of the entire’ 
junior high school boys’ athletic| 
program. He said a similar pro-| 
|gram for girls is planned for 1945. 
| The following summary of com-| 
| bined participation and. spectator 
||attendance was presented: Play- 
'|}grounds, 59,530; moving pictures, 
15,130; dances, 1625; community 
center (Morningside . branch. libra- 
ry), 2400; Halloween. party, 120¢; | 
winter carnival, 200; junior high} 


; 


| 
| 
| 


r 


track meet, touch football games,| | 


| hockey games, total 5300; skiing) 
instruction, 150; special playground 
jevents, 5000. 


| The commission voted not to|! 
|grant the petition of neighborhood || 
families for a skating rink on the} 
' |lot at Weller Avenue. 
{eral years ago a rink was. conduct-| 


;ed there. It was felt that the de- 
partment has not sufficient labor 


available to maintain this rink in] 


‘addition to the five already under 
construction. | 


Until sev- | 


/ 








City’s Recreational Needs or Burl hank 
Discussed at PTA Sessio 


Formation of Advisory Committee 


|9YF 


ie 


Proposed by Kenneth Duncan—PTA 


Reports Heard at Afternoon Session 


The next important step in the 
evolution of Pittsfield’s recreation 
program might be the formation 
of an advisory committee to plan 
tthe overall pattern and co-ordinate 
ithe activities of the. various private 
and public agencies, Kenneth Dun- 
can, New England representative 
of the National Recreation Associa- 
tion told about 100 district mem- 
bers of the Parent-Teacher Associ- 
ation and guests last evening at 
the White Tree Inn. 

Pointing to the existence of the 
municipal recreation program un- 
der the direction of the Park Com- 
mission, and to the programs of 
many private agencies for youth 
and adults, with recreational fea- 
tures, he said “There is a place and 
need for all. In most communities 
you could triplicate what is done 
by all the public and private or- 
sanizations and still not cover the 
field. But the maximum value of 
any one group is reached only as 
it fits into some sort of broad com: 
munity pattern.” 
| Mr, Duncan thought it would be 
i‘a very proper function” of the 
PTA to make an informal survey 
to find the gaps in the general 
program and make recommenda- 
tions to the groups concerned, 
Mayor Speaks 

Mayor James Fallon reminded 
the gathering that the government 
is composed of all the citizens, In- 
dolence on the people’s part is a 
'greater menace to liberty than 
tyranny, he said, quoting an Irish 
statesman. The mayor. declared 
that in his youth his favorite poet 
had been “Anonymous,” but he 
had grown to detest him since as- 
suming office. He had _ received 
probably 500 letters and phone 
calls from “him,” pointing ou®, ir- 
regularities which should be °or- 
rected—by the administration. He 
said the citizen must have courage 
to be part of the executive, legis- 
lative and enforcement branches 
of government, 

Mrs. John. Anthony, Hinsdale, 
district chairman, presided. Mrs. 
Burtise Dresser, Springfield, state 
president, was. introduced and 
commended the mayor’s message, 
‘saying it keynoted the principal 
itheme of the PTA. Mrs. Gregory 
Anderson introduced Mr. Duncan 
and conducted a discussion period 
following his adress. Mrs. James 
F, Shipton. led singing with 
piano accompaniment’ by Mrs. 
Sal Minneci. 

Mr. Duncan renounced the con- 
ception of organized recreation as 
a corrective for child delinquency. 
In fact he, disagreed with the 
term itself and said he preferred 
“puzzled children of delinquent 
parents.” Recreation, he said, “is 
the means of keeping the 99% per 
cent of children from joining the 
Class termed “delinquent,” These 
children do not need recreation, 
but ‘special treatment which recre- 
ation cannot and should not pro- 
fess to supply, he maintained. 

Summarizing Pittsfield’s recrea- 
tional situation, Mr. Duncan said 
this city has good facilities, partic- 
ularly playfields. He recommended 
the wider use of public school 
buildings for recreation and ex- 
pressed confidence that “your pro- 
gressive school superintendent, Mr. 
| (Edward J.) Russell, will see to it 
|that the buildings are used for 
recreational purposes.” 

In this respect, during the dis- 
cussion period, Chairman A. K. 
Sloper of the Park Commission re- 
vealed that Supt. Russell has not 
assénted to the use of the present 





school buildings by the Park De-| 


partment for recreation. Mr. Slo- 
per said he had come to agree with 
Mr. Russell that buildings not spe- 
cially designed with space served 
by separate entrance and exit were 


unsuitable. The Park Commission, | 


he announced, has asked the spe- 
cial committee in charge of plan- 
ining for the large addition to 
'Crane School, to design it with a 
room in the basement, separate 
from the rest of the building, which 
could be used for both school and 
after-school activities. 
preferably would accommodate 200 
to 250 -persons. After-school uses 
could. be for such purposes as Par- 
ent-Teacher Association activities, 
dances, movies, games, dramatics 
and other events. As other new 
school additions or buildings are 


projected, he said, the comm sion} 
similar requests for} 
adaptable space. He felt these fa-| 


will) make 


cilities would “greatly help com- 
munity activities.” 


1Commends Park Board 
Mr. Duncan commended 


was composed of 
and said Clement C. St. James was 
“a good supervisor.’ Leadership 
quality, he said, is 99 per cent re- 
sponsible for the success of a 
recreational program, He = said 
recreation leaders should receive 
lpay commensurate with that of 
school teachers and that school 
janitors whose services are required 
overtime for extra-curricular rec- 
reational activities should be paid 
accordingly. 

He cited the Park Commission’s 
awareness of Pittsfield’s broader 
recreation setup and cited as an ex- 
ample the development of neigh- 
borhood activities which do not re- 
quire participants to go far from 
home. He said “Recreation lead- 


ers are coming to realize that the} 
neighborhood type of public recrea- | 


tion is the type of the future.” This, 
he pointed out, 
ent-Teacher Asosciation pattern, 


which ,centers in individual school} 


areas.’ 


Mrs. Anderson commended the) 


idea of using public schools for 
recreation and said one of. the 
Parent-Teacher groups had just re- 


ported the results of a question-: 


naire. Fifty of the 80 mothers 
making replies indicated their in- 
terest in having provided for their 
children a post-school program of 
isupervised recreation. 

Mr. Duncan said the\ public rec- 
reation program needs professional 
leaders, but there should be no limi 
on the use of qualified volunteers 


The room. 


the | 
Park Commission, which he said} 
“earnest men” | 


“fits into the Par-| 


to lead special activities. He ad- 
vised that any PTA survey of local 
recreation needs be directed first 
toward the problem of “human tal- 
ent rather than facilities—because 
people in recreation mean more 
than things to work with.” 


Afternoon Session 

Mrs. Anthony also presided at 
the afternoon session at the White 
Tree Inn, and Mrs. William Blair of 
Housatonic and Mrs. Shipton 


brought greetings from the state}. 


association. Mrs. Dresser gave the 
high lights of the national confer- 
ence. 

The following presidents gave re- 
ports of their associations, intro- 
duced by Mrs. Eugene M. Dalzell: 
Mrs, Allan F. Smith, Hinsdale; 
Mrs, Elias P. Kane, Redfield;. Mrs. 
Minneci, Pontoosuc; .Mrs. Myron 
Coleman, Pomeroy; Mrs. Weston 
Morrill, Dawes; Mrs. Blair, Housa-' 
tonic; Mrs. Edgar S. Boardman, 
Sheffield. Mrs. Shipton spoke on 
the summer round-up. 

‘Miss Dorothea Nicoll, state su-) 
pervisor of nutrition, spoke on the | 
need for the hot school lunch, gave| 
a list of personseto be consulted | 
when starting such a project and | 
told of the possibility of securing| 
government aid. - A discussion | 
period followed. 

Mrs. Samuel~ Vangenheim of 
Housatonic played musical seléé 
tions. Mrs. Coleman led a pro- 
gram devoted to the necessary 
committees of each organization 
covered by the following: Mrs. 
Coleman, membership; Mrs. John} 
White and Mrs. Charles Vickery, 
program; Mrs. Arthur Campbell, 
publicity; Mrs, Dalzell, ways and 
means; Mrs. Minneci, hospitality; 
Mrs. Shipton, national PTA maga- 
zine, 


Park 


Beach Opening | 
To Be ae | 


State Fe Loe 
Official To we 
Here June 20 


The Park Commission expects a 
representative of the State Depart- 


ment of Public Health to come 
here for conferences June 20 con- 
cerning the advisability of open- 
ing the Burbank Park bathing 
beach at Onota Lake adjoining the 
‘municipal auxiliary pumping sta- 
\tion. The commission explained it 
| has been unabie to secure definite 

Pubs Aes from city depart 
ments over possibility of the neces- 





Sary use of the lake water, re- 
lsulting from the dry spring and 
‘reduced storage in printipal chad 


voirs. . 
“thefstate department adwiacs! 
' the* beach be opened, the 
fe Re will do so. On _ the 
other hand, it was explained, the 
commission has the broad interests 
of the city to consider. If Onota 
water is needed it would take 30 
days after closing of the beach to 
insure reasonable safety in the 
bacteria content. The Park De- 
partment has been under pressure | 
to open the beach 
While. personnel has been ten- 
tatively organized to operate the 
beach should it be found advisable; 
maintenance men have not been 
put to work to make it ready. 


|This work, however, would not se- 


riously delay its opening, Although 
the beach facilities have not been 
opened, it has been used by bath- 
ers and no patrol instituted to 
prevent the practice. 


f 
l 





Sloper Answers Questions ue 


AWG Ee 


On Opening of Burbank 


Park and Springside Pool as 


| 


For almost an hour Park Com- 
mission Chairman Archie K. Slo- 
per stood before the City Council 

night and answered questions, 


@: Springside Park pool and Bur- 


bank Park are still closed. 

The opening of Springside Park 
pool would be an expensive prop- 
osition and in the face of an im- 
pending water shortage, Mr. Sloper 
didn’t see how the city was going 
to maintain either place this sum- 
mer, He agreed there was a smoke 
nuisance emanating from the pub- 
lie dump on King Street but that; 
too, was due to a water shortage, 
Attendants had not been following 
their usual practice of watering 
down rubbish before leaving for the 
day. 

Mr. Sloper handed down a de- 
eree that all buildings on park 
property were for park purposes 
only. (He was by way of assur- 
ing Councilman John D, Lynch, 
who made the query, that a pro- 
posed new West Pittsfield fire sta- 
tion could not be erected at Osce- 
ola Park.) And finally, he left the 
council chamber carrying a list of 
some 800 parcels of land, owned by 
the city. Councilman, Lynch, him- 
self a real estate broker, thought 
this might be a good time for the 
city to unload its scattered hold- 
ings taken during the past number 
of years by tax title. 


Actually, Mr. Sloper was at the 
meeting last night at the request 
of Councilman Harvey E. Lake, 
who wanted information on the 
opening of Springside Park. Mr: 
sloper described in detail the un- 
sanitary conditions at Springside 
Park pool last. year which led. to 
its closing by the Department of 
Publie Health. 


Mr. Sloper Explains 


“There are two ways _ that 
Springside Park pool can be re- 
opened for use,” Mr. Sloper dis- | 
closed. “One method is by running 
a four to five-inch pipe of city | 
water for 10 to 12 hours a day. In 
that way you would have con- 
tinually clean water. The other 
method is by the installation’ of a | 
so-called hydrozone which ‘would 


. 


| 


\ 
j 


| 


keep the water clean for the en- 
tire summer at a cost of 50 cents |: 


a day. The process, he says, is not |: 


a chemical one because the latter 
causes swimmers much sinus trou- 
ble. The initial cost, however, 
would be large.” 


“How about a spray so you! 


eould at least maintain a wading |. 


pool,” suggested Councilman ‘Le- 
land C. Talbot. 


“You'd still be using a lot of | 

luable drinking water,” Mr, | 
>: answered, 

‘During July and August I’d-let | 
those kiddies bathe there,” inter- 
jected Councilman George A. Pur- | 
nell. “If we have to use Onota we | 
will but let the kids have their 


recreation during the summer va- 
cation.” 











c 


1 


{open Burbank Park?” 


that Burbank Park 


| water there. 


| 


\ 


““Gouncilman Thomas FE. En-| 


right agreed and charged that city | | 
water was being used for many | 


more worthless projects. “If peo- 
ple. can wash their .cars, I don’t 
see why we can’t run city water 
into the pond,” he said. 

“Well just how much would it 
cost for this process?” queried 
Lake. 

“Fifteen thousand or more for the 
machine and about $5000 more for 
housing and installing it,” Sloper 
answered. “I doubt very much 
though whether you could get a 
priority at this time.” 

Burbank Discussed 

The Springside Park pool no long- 
er had been drained of its last 
drop when Councilman Joseph D. 
Binder opened up on the Burbank 
Park question. 

“T noticed the list of parks that 
the Park Commission opened last 
week,” he said, “but I failed to no- 
tice that Burbank Park was opened, 
Why not? It’s the only place in 
the city that affords the poorer 
youngsters of the city a chance to 
enjoy themselves,” 

“We were advised,” Mr. Sloper 
enswered, “by representatives of 
the State Board of Health that it 


'wouldn’t be the wise thing to dod 
They made themselves very clear) 
on this question. They said that at/ 
least two months are required for 
the lake to clear itself of harmful} 
bacteria and the existing water| 
supply and consumption wouldn't | 
warrant our opening of that park.” | 
“Where did this agitation origin-| 
ate?” the Ward 7 representative! 
fired back. “Why should we be; 
kept in the dark on all these things! 
going on? Why don’t these people: 
come in here and tell us these 
things?” 
“Don’t you 


| 
think we’d like to| 
counter- | 
queried Sloper. ‘“There’s nothing 
we'd rather do. 


do.everything in the best interests 
lof the city. We were told the city 
ihad 150,000,000 gallons less of wa- 
|ter than it had a year ago and it 
could be likely that Onota would be 
drafted into use again.” 


Councilman Edward J. Tierney 


wanted to know if Burbank Parki 


were the only offender on Onota' 


Lake. Mr. Sloper said not, but its 
close proximity to the pumping 
station suction pipes made it that 
much more threatening. 


City Park Policy 54“) 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— ral 
_ Are they going to close Onota 
Lake or aren’t they? Why can’t 
someone do -something for the 
children? Wouldn’t it be. appropri- 
ate for the Chamber of Commerce 
or the Berkshire Hills Conference 
to notify the people outside. the city 
is not open, 
that you can’t even get a drink of 
The lake is open but 
the bathing houses remain closed. 
People come from all over 


.|Commission examination for 
‘|part-time position of recreation dis! 
‘lrector of the Pittsfield Park Com- 


Exam Slated | 
For Park Post 


Civil Service Test | 


Will Be Given) ub 
Aug. 16 S79, 


A Massachusetts Civil Service 
the 


mission has been scheduled for Aug, 
18. The last. date for filing appli- 
cations, according to an announce- 
ment made today by the civil serv- 
ice commission’s new director, 
Thomas J. Greehan, will be Mon- 


‘|day afternoon, July 28 at 4.30. 


Ozonating Plant 

Discussed by 5 
LF ay 

Park Board /74., 


The Park Commission discussed, 
but took no formal. action, last 
night, on the proposal, referred to 
the Public Works Committee by the 
City Council, for installation of an 
ozonating plant at the Onota Lake 
auxiliary pumping station. 

A. Sloper, chairman, had 
suggested such a plant to the Coun 
cil after the park board was ad 
vised by the State Board of Healt 
not to open Burbank Park bathing 
beach this year, because of the 
probability that the lake would 


| a year, maximum pay at $1900 a 
year, 


‘ltwo seasons’ paid experience as a 
‘|\playground worker. 


But under the ex-|- 
isting conditions, we are trying to/state to enjoy. the public park fa- 


Entrance salary is listed. at $750 “Ba to be drawn upon for the city 


ater supply before the season is 
iover. With an Senate plant a 
The bulletin listed the duties as|iS maintained, there is. strong like 
follows: To plan and supervise ail|lihood that the water could be ti 
recreation on the playgrounds, in-| Without the need for suspending 
cluding football and_ baseball normal recreational activities. 
leacues and winter activities such|, «The meeting was held a _ 
as skimg and ice-skating contests,|fidence of Cota tea Me 
A major entrance requirement is||Carrigan, 382. Peck’s Road. € 
ommission has held several Suma~ 

er meetings informally at is 
is *k 70 ner cent|fhomes of members, but .is soon to 
oe Paice of E Jresume biweekly Wednesday eve- 
director of}ming sessions in the headquarters 


Clement St. James, ; 
physical education in the junior|at 52 School Street. 


high schools, is recreation director. 
He operates on a part-time basis 
during the school year, but devotes 
full time to-the: project during the 
summer or playground sesaon, 


Passing re- 


| City Water 
Turned Into 


xen 


the mothers 


the Pittsfield. 


cilities at Pontoosue Lake and 
when thousands come from out- 
side the city, our own children and 
their mothers can not even find a 
place to sit down and enjoy their 
lunch, much less have use of the 
fireplaces. | 

If Onota Lake 
closed, 
it. 


is going to be 
let someone in power close 
But while it is still open, give 
and their children 
some protection there. A_ great 
many people used to enjoy Balance 
Rock one time when it was taken 
care of but under its present con-: 
dition you can’t blame anybody for 
not going there. 

_ Pittsfield, as far as our recréa~- 
tion is concerned, is a disgrace. Just 
think, the children can’t even have 
a wading pool at Springside Park. 
I would like to ask just how long 
poe public going to put up with 
CU % 

In Boston, the water in the parks 
runs night and day and right up 
here where there is plenty of wa- 
ter, you can’t even flood a wading 


pool, 
DAN CASEY. 


| week. 


City water was tapped by the 


Springside Pool 


Park Department for operation 


/ of the sprinklers in the Spring- 
| side Park pool yesterday, follow- 
' ing the City Council expression 


favoring such a move early this 
The water will be maintained 
at wading depth and there will 
be no swimming. A daily partial 
change of water will be under- 
taken. 
Natural water, which supplies 


‘the pond from brooks and springs 
| rising in the upper settling pool, 


is diverted into a drainage pipe. 

Water from these sources last 

year was declared polluted to 

the point that its use was pro- 

hibitive in the interest of com- 

munity health by Dr. C. W. Trask | 
of the Public Health Department. 

The pool was closed early in the 

season. 
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17, Closing of Onota Lake |} ssi 
~ |To Recreation Likely> /-/ 


P I. J nior S ef Dance j FGI GO| Drawing upon Onota Lake forjbe asked, either by local munieipal 
. D5 at ar u , 7 ; é auxiliary city water supply is ex- departments or the state depart-| 
: pected to be necessary again this} ment direct, to close the lake to all 

as _ (Summer, by Sept. 1 or earlier, and| recreation for the. balance of the 
this may shut down all recreational|summer. The state department, ac- — 

use of the water for the season. cording to its representatives, 

_ This develops from a meeting of}recommends a two months’ period | 

city . officials with State Depart-| of disuse before Onota water is ad-. 
ment of Public Health representa-| mitted into the city mains, although | 
‘tives, Francis W. Kingsbury and} chlorinated. Otherwise, | there | 
Dana Knowlton. would have to be a repetition of; 
_ The Park Commission is expect-|the unsatisfactory order for all} 
ed, at a meeting tonight, to decide users to boil the water as a health/ 
finally not to open Burbank Park safeguard. ql 
bathing beach on the lake, which| The expectation that Onota will} 
has remained closed for the early|have to be used for regular city} 

part of the season because of un-|supply because of a sh 


The Berkshire. Evening Eagle, 


7 - os 
¢ 4 


is 

| 

er 
fa 

} 

I. 


POS IE eee. Cee IR ae Cae iia: . 


TEN SS 


certainty ovér the water situation. Washington Mountain 

The state officials strongly advised | 
against use of the beach, in view] fal] surplus of 1.67 ‘inches, | 
of the probability that the lake nounced by the Weather Bureau | 
water would be needed for human today. The water in the reser-| 


consumption. voirg at week’s end was 88 per cent} 
_ The City Council probably will'of capacity. 


Harry J. Watson, acting foreman | 


City Foremen 0 ema Take 
| Nae Mont if : . 
Pass ‘Tests )v/, ¥/. | nota ‘x = 
| ; © Oy a) Pe 
icipal P  Department,| ff) At 

aa acud tae apn oie fore-| ¢ IScusse A is 
‘man of street construction for the —— ere . 
Public Works Department, were By. Officials 


the only candidates among four for 
‘each position to pass written tests, | 
‘conducted recently by the state: q i lth 
‘Civil Service Ese pri ‘ State €a 
‘announcement was made by the : 
orsaiscian today. Publication of Representatives 
‘eligible lists for the two positions Arrive Here 
‘will be delayed until ne ume ae | ou 
ingsi¢ making appeals has elapsed anc} | onota Lake’s immediate’ futur 
eee ; ol pupils, last night at Springsic ‘ | peals acted upon, it was ex-| | i ae 
| ening “junior country: club” dance for sie tas 2 Park Becnanente Chairman A, K. Slope | Siained. as one of the city’s an ae 
eee sa considered a distinct success by the Sea wet yiiaadanes of about 250, evenly balanced Wi} ; tional summer spots is being 
| Ee acpeeation Director Clement C. St. James ear aeHinie d to counteract between-term letdown,” W,,..: cussed this afternoon at a confer 
‘boys and girls. The next free dance of the ect ones every Jrriday. lence . between city department| 
| be July 4, subseq r heads and two representatives oH 


| ivision of sanitary engineer- 
line, “Suate Deuartment of Public| 
‘Health. : | 
| ‘The immediate see ees 
whether Burbank Park, the city 
public bathing reservation, | should 
‘be maintained this summer in view 
‘of the water consumption rate be- 
‘ing so high. Because of the ex- 
listing uncertainty the Park De- 
partment has not been able to lay 
‘down a definite policy as to Bur- 
‘bank Park use for the summer, 
At the conference this afternoon 
in Mayor James Fallon’s office, in 
‘addition to the state cepa ee 
‘representatives, will be Park Com- 
‘mission Chairman A. K. Sloper, | 
,and Public Works COM ht 
Leon H. Reed. ae a 
Ithough the-state officials mad | 
| ie trip af settle: the Onota Lake : 
{question over the proposed land on | 
|Washington Mountain which the 
|city hopes to acquire by eminent 
\domain for water reservoir pur= 
poses. They were conducted on the 
\trip by Commissioner Reed. — AY 
jpublic hearing on the land taking | 
jwill be held in Boston July 11, j 
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Mayor Requests $54,000 
For Wahconah Grandstand 


Order Transferring Funds From fer ; 
Surplus Revenues To Come Before 
City Council at Meeting Tonight 


The building of a grandstand and ,general improve- 

re provided in a $54,000. 
| wilee ee "bays soury és : : : ; Cl k | |veals that the superintendent of | 
lorder which Mayor James Fallon has filed in City Clerk) | oon; and recreation, ME Jackson | 
| : ouncil consideration) Perry, was paid $2092 for foul 
i John J. Fitzgerald’s office for City Council con dae pers 3 ge ee 
{Perry has only been employed by 


| Letters Jee fe 


\Mr. Perry’s sft 


‘|'To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
A statement in Mr. Eugene 
- \llivan’s letter in your paper 
|night is definitely wrong. 
He states that the “budget re-} 


cg 


nm 
io 


| tonight. 


| Special Account Provided 
| He proposes that the money be 


| transferred from surplus revenues) 


lof the city to a special account to 


Ibe created in the Park Depart- 
iment. The, latter would be desig- 


Mitzserald 


the Park Department a little over 


|three months, and in that time he}, 
{has actually been paid $949.98. 


The salary item of $2092, as ap-) 


earing in The Eagle of Dec. 1,) 
Covena: achisl expenditures for 10} 


months, and estimated expert 
‘tures for two months for all per-| 


| nated as an “account for the build- 
jing of a grandstand, the razing of 
‘the Albert blacksmith shop, so-: 
 \fealled and preparing a new en-| 
\trance to Wahconah Park and im-| 
|proving the baseball field in said! 
jpark.” In a supplementary com-_ 
imunication he said part of the) 
jmoney also would be expended for| 
| preparing and grading the new en- 
trance and for building walks to} 
‘it and fencing it. 
_ His letter said in part, “It has} 
for a long time been regarded as} 
desirable that Pittsfield should| 
have a baseball and football field. 
| jas near to the center of the. city 


_.. Commission 
i as possible in order that recreation | 
Would Fill Job | \shall be made possible ae at 
r | adult citizens and that sports shal 
Permanently ? | be instituted for the purpose of | 
The Park Commission has asked! Flt RA aie a Visitors 
he State Civil Service Comrnission | | “Berkshire County is spending 
to@rrange an immediate qualify- | ‘much money for the purpose of 
ing examination for a permanent! advertising its attractions, and it 
appointment for the park fcreman-/ is ny agereshe? “oe Rorgaee sae 
ship in Pittsfield. The commission | ;nov pe idl Scie Oe SRA neoncetue 
ulso released the conditions stipu-| |ments to visitors : : eae 
ated concerning the position. The Patrons of our merchants an 
acancy results from the receni Payers. 
isplacement:: of EK. Loring .Board-|" >. 
an on technical complaint of a 
‘war veteran with preference rat- 
ng. The American Legion post 


wil protested that the veteran, 


Park Post 
Examination 


Requested Va 
ws 


World War I 


| 





aati i i i 


plant material; in the preparation 
and care of turf and-.lawn areas,| 


P +| pP | OC” 'Mr. Clement St. James during the| 
MONROE B. ENGLAND, | 

on without a park foreman until) | of Dec. 1 the $2092 salary item | 
tem- | 
i porary 
today. It is expected they will be 
an, who-has“ been employed by)” 

including grading, loaming, ferti- 

maintenance and repairs of road- Foe OG: ALS pusenb edly wat 


| : / @ | red i ition of| 
‘sonnel employed in the pos oe 
Appointed to  Bisicrer netesion® ms 
r i sum, therefore, includes the amount 
winter and spring, and Mr. Edward, 
Hickey during the summer. Inv 
fs |other words, Mr. Perry is being) 
Veteran Given ( Chairman, Park. Commissqm 
hay | Pittsfield. 
Temporary Position — | *"“ is Pree 
The: Eagle regrets its failure | 
an €xamination could be held for'| so that it wou eer’ Pete wont 
la per an le | ident that only part of 1t Went | 
la per ek appointment, the Park | a Mr, Perry for executive | 
Commission last night named Wil-| 
occupant oi the position. 
Papers requesting Civil Service: 
Commission approval of the ap- 
approved and Fitzgerald will as- 
sume his duties within  several|. 
days. 
| Meehan Brothers, funeral directors, | 
_| probably will hold the job until the} 
|| Civil Service Commission makes | 
: ibe : | 2 | take the test. 
ways, truck trails, footpaths, side-| | He succeeds Loring Boardman, | 
walks, fences, gutters, catch-| who was forced out by the Civil! 


‘paid part-time workers, such as) 
paid at the rate of $3800 per year. | 
Reversing its decision to carry; | t> preak down in its news story | 
aa be 
liam F. Fitzgerald, 53, as ie), Selety 
polintment are being sent to Boston | 
Fitzgerald, a World War I veter-| 
fixing ‘seedige: cutting. in the! |; arrangements for filling it by ex-' 
basins; and in the maintenance ‘of! ie | 


illiam F. Fitzgerald, should be 
ppointed provisionally. 
| The age maximum under the 
newly filed requirements is 57, but 
he Park Commission specifies that 

physical examination be required 
o determine the physical fitness of 
the applicant. The minimum eligi- 
ae age is 26. 


i servic missi c -| 
park structures and outdoor recre-. | jowing . celvnitaat net Fitagorald | 
ational facilities. Also to assist, lon veteran eligibility reculations 
citizens’ committee in planning! | The position pays 50 9 weelc " 
and enlarging the existing zoo. To / i nes Bea 
Supervise the construction and de- ; 


Boardman will continue to oc- 
3 /cupy the city-owned  Springside 
molition of all structures on park : pares 
and recreational areas. Also be 


| House, for which rent is provided 
as part of the foreman’s compensa-| 
responsible for the maintenance 7 

and good condition of all motor 


tion. It is expected he “will re- 
vehicles owned by the department. 


| ° r ; ’ 
main in the commission’s employ 
in the capacity of motor operator. 

Examples of the duties are: Set 
up and administer a work sched-| 


The action was taken at a regu- 
lar meeting of the commission held 

ule for all men employed on the at 73 North Street. The motion to 
department’s maintenance staff. name Fitzgeraid was made by John 
Supervise a crew of 20 odd men in L, Viale and seconded by William 
the building of skating rinks, im-. J. Butler. . 
proving ski slopes, laying out base-| _ The commission voted to — pur- 
ball diamonds, football gridirons, chase a half-ton Dodge truck from 

etc. Set up the plans and carry Shapiro Motors for $1026.35. The. 

| The duties of the foreman arejout''the planting of the various|| Shapiro price was about $68 high-' 

defined as follows: Under direc-|flower beds throughout the park er than the lowest bid but was ac- 

‘tion of the superintendent of parks|areas. Assist the superintendent | 
jand recreation, to supervise the|of parks and retreation in making 
Jaborers. and other maintenance|plans for improvement of existing 

personnel in the planting and care;facilities and expansion of park] 

pf trees, shrubbery, and other areas, 
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Applicants must have at least 
our years’ general experience in 
ark work, or the equivalent in an 
allied field, with practical knowl- 
edge and experience in landscaping, 
zrading, care of animals, horticul- 
ure, forestry, estate maintenance, 
ark development and construction 
pf recreational facilities, both in- 
oor and outdoor. Applicant must 
btain 70 per cent marking in each 
subject. Training and experience 
will count two points, practical 
jknowledge three for a total of five. 


cepted because of the promise of 
early delivery. | 
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= i Waheonah Park De ovenicte | 
oe E Will Give Boost to Baseball 


_ | © The City Council finance committee is to} 
| Be commended for deciding to recommend], 
the expenditure of $54,000 on a grandstand} 
and other improvements on Wahconah| 
Park, Whatever the remote advantages of|' 
ther sites, the’ immediate assets of Wah-/) 
Fohah make it the only logical choice for). 
3 the anticipated resumption of professional] 
- | baseball in 1946. | 
Wahconah Park has been used for base-}) 
ball for more than 30 years. It is available|" 
at once. It has a lovely view of the Ta-}| 
| conic range. It is the most centrally placed} 
| 
\ 


randstand 
\ssured > 


!Sour-Man Commission To Direct 
Building Proposed by Finance 
Committee of City Council 


The Park Commission’s proposed|such as a covered stand and dress- 
1600-seat grandstand at Wahconah|ing rooms. be 
Park looked like an actuality to-| He said an improved field and a 


cs ie ; randstand a 
day, but the building of it prob- ae will have 70 hare cae here 


ably will be in the -hands of alstarting early in May and ending 
commission, Recommendations for|Labor. Day. ~All will be evening 
adopcion of Mayor Fallon’s $54,000|games, except those played on 
order for the structure and for a/Saturday and Sunday, We would 


f _jpay rental to the city. With one 
our-man commission to adminis exception all other clubs in the 


ter the building of it were made|jeaeue own their baseball fields.” | 

last night by the City, Council’s|; Fr. Teclaw, in a letter, urged the’ 

finance committee after a public/council to support ‘our. far-sighted| 

hearing at. City Hall. mayor in his efforts to provide an 
Suzgested as members-of the athletic field at Wahconah Park.” 

ecommitee were the mayor, Super- He said both young and old would | 

intendent of Buildings Frederic/benefit. 

ae Wi fe Srey Inspector Rob-|Callahan’s Remarks 

ert S. Milne and the new commis- Pi 

sioner of public works. The rec-| C@llahan said in part: 


itheonah Park 
‘Froject Appears 





_ of all the possible locations and the most} 
_ available by public transportation. It is in|! 
_ the epicenter of red hot baseball fandom. | 
| Whatever its drawbacks on the score of un- |) 
stable soil structure and an outfield which} 
is apt to be wet during rainy seasons, they 
are outweighed by its advantages. 

An appropriation solely for a grand- 
stand was contained in the city budget in| 
1942 but the $26,000 so allotted was never! 


i 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
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expended because of the understandable 
difficulty in getting materials under the: 
system. This same postwar’ 
scarcity of building materials against the. 
heavy demand for new houses may prevent ; 
the grandstand from beingeerected next 
year but at least it appears destined to 
come into being in the foreseeable future. 

It is likewise understandable that with 
soaring building costs the item for the; 
“grandstand, designed to seat 1600 specta- | 
tors, had to be raised from $26,000 to the 
| “figure of $45,000. Happily, this is inclusive | 
@f toilet facilities and a pumping system] 
whereby the toilets can be connected with 
the city’s trunk sewer. Such an essential]! 
convenience has never previously been al! 
part of Wahconah Park. The item of $2000|v 
for grading and draining a parking lot ad-|p 
jacent to the field will also make for greater 

ublic convenience. Taken together with 

more attractive entrance, these improve- 
ments to serve a crowd of 5600 which can 


ommendations will be considered 
by. the council a week from _  to- 
night. 

Councilman Fred D. Retallick, 
finance committee chairman, said 
today he thinks the grandstand 
should have a larger seating capa- 
city. He would like the number of 
Seats. raised substantially from 
1600, even if it were necessary to 
expend more money for the struc- 
ture. His only other concern, as 
expressed last evening, is that 
Waheonah Park remain open for 
all citizens. 

Speakers Heard 


Representatives from varied in- 
terest groups expressed approval of 


_the order. They included Monroe B, 


England, Park Commission chair- 
man; Atty. Pau. A. Tamburello, 
president of the Pittsfield club of 


the Canadian - American - Baseball 
_ League; John H. Callahan, business 


agent of Local 255 of the United 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Work- 
ers of America: and Rev. Valentine 


S.. Teclaw, pastor of Holy Family | 


Church, which is in the same neigh- 
borhood as Wahconah Park: ~~ 

Blueprints of the stand were 
shown by J. McArthur Vance, the 
commission’s architect. England 


I don’t think there is any need 
to tell any of you that one of 
the most serious needs of the city 
today is a suitable place to hold | 
athletic events. By a suitable -| 
place I mean an enclosed park 
of some kind with proper facil- 
ities to “accommodate a sizable 
crowd of paying customers at- 
tending any of the various sport- 
ing events that are customarily 
considered a part of our athletic 


‘life, plus the other new athletic 


activities that would be attracted | 
to Pittsfield if they could be as- | 
sured of a satisfactory paid at- | 
tendance. 

Nobody in his right mind is go- | 
ing to try to laugh off the finan- ‘| 
cial consideration in the carrying 
out of even the smallest sports | 
program. Even in the event of | 
amateur performances, the cost | 
entailed in transporting players, | 
in providing uniforms and equip- 
ment and providing for advertis- 
ing and other incidental charges 
-—costs that can mount only too) 
rapidly and discourage small op-| 


- erators- from- providing much- | 


needed recreation for our citi- 
zens—all these costs have to be. 
met, and the only fair way¥ to 


‘be seated. in the grandstand and portable 
bleachers, should help considerably in mak- 
ing professional baseball go in Pittsfield. !i 
+; Pittsfield has always been a good daseball| 
_eity, especially considering its size, and has]i 
Supported its team in the past so well that] | 
during some seasons the franchise holders 
‘Have even made some money. In general, 
however, it is notorious that there is little 
fe hes to be made in minor league baseball; 


revealed that the grandstand will| met them is by the money paid | 
cost $45,000. Floodlights and bleach-| in at the gate. With this in mind, | 
ers are not provid-d for in the} we can consider the three logical | 
$04,000 order. places for the erection of addi- |. 
“We need city help, and if we; tional spectator accommodations, 
don’t get it, I’m afraid it will be| Dorothy Deming Field, Clapp 
the end of professional: baseball} Park and Wahconah Park, and 
here,” asserted Atty. Tamburello.| find that on the basis of paid at- | 
Hie said Pittsfield has been the; tendance alone, only Wahconah 
laughing stock of the Canadian-| provides a close- -in area, where 
American League, in which it was} Spectators, in order to witness | 
represented in 1941 and 1942, be-} games and other ,events, must | 
eause it lacked proper facilities, buy tickets. 


he backers of a ball club in a small city re-|0 
semble philanthropists, at least as closely 
as: they do business men. Therefore, a 
municipality which includes as large a num- 
‘ber of baseball fans as does the city of 
Pittsfield owes it to the entrepreneurs: as! 
well as to its citizens to give every-aid an 
encouragement to, those who are trying - 
Ee abieh professional peat here. » 
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18 Appoint 


To Staff ol 1 


Principals Nugent, 
Knight and Coach 
Simmons To Serve 


The Park Commission: announced 
today a list of 18 appointees to! 
director Edward J. Hickey’s play- 
ground staff for the season which. 
will open Monday. ' 
- All are. teachers, including two 
principals, Joseph C. Nugent, Cen-| 


/ |tral JunioneHigh and “Charles C.. 


‘ithe 


Knight, Crane. The staff will also. 
include Ralph E. Simmons Jr., foot-. 
ball coach and intramural athletic 
director of Staunton Military Acad- 
emy. He will be at Coolidge Play-. 
ground. Many of the individual as-. 
signments have not been made but 
‘Mr. Knight will again be at Crane 
Playground adjacent to his school. } 
The other appointments made by | 
Park Commission and an-/ 
nounced by Chairman Monroe B.| 


_|England, include: Lawrence J. Mur- | 


phy, 23 Hazelwood Terrace; Miss 


-}Helen L. Buckley, 50 Springside 


Avenue; J. Carroll Hickey, 46% | 
Newell Street; Miss Rose Mary 


nue; Joseph McGovern, 53 Edward 





2 ‘White Terrace, 


119 Lenox Avenue; Miss Edith M. | 
Shaw, 3 Henry Avenue; Miss| 


_|Ailene A, Murphy, 89 Maplewood 


Avenue; Miss Catherine M. Reagan, 
22 Maplewood Avenue; Miss Kath- 
erine M. Maley, 35 Copley Ter-) 
race; James A. Conroy, 115 Strat- 
|ford Avenue; Miss Dorothy B. Mc- 
Gee, 36 South Onota Street, 


| 


Bridgman Makes 
City Contingen 


| 


A three and one-half acre 


Land.Offer ge 


a xa) Lae SN er 
Bi Oe A ace, 1 ee) Gees 


- |Blue Anchor 


“iy 


'|Purchase Price 94 


i To Be $10,797 


Purchase by the city of the ‘Blue 


'Anchor Club was next door 


act 


; 7 


Fallon 


| 
; 


fo an 


uality today when Mayor James 


prepared an order calling 


for payment of $10,797 to Lawrence 


Miller, who recently bought the 


‘property and buildings from the 


‘x beng corporation. 
consummation is formal approval of 
the order by the council, which last 


All that awaits 


| week accepted its finanee commit. 
tees’ recommendation Of purchase; ” 
| whe See specifies that the land’ 
-sha ecome part Of .theiwpari 
“system. RAS wis bi 


It says the 


all 


$10,797 shall include 


mortgages, taxes, stamp taxes, 
-assessments 


and recording fees. 


Under terms of the order, the mons 
ey, will be transferred to a speciaj 
‘fund from surplus revenue. 


Cummings, 370 West Street; James| 
- J. O’Brien 86 Commonwealth Ave-|, 


Avenue; Miss Beatrice Callahan,|) 


Tlso, Miss Genevieve M. Walsh, 


} * 


jcel of land in Allen Heights hag 


| 
| 
| 


Bridgman for use as a playground 


been offered the city by Harold J, . 


|providing certain requirements are 


fulfilled. 


This was proposed by Mr. Bridge | 
man at the instigation of the Allen | 


Heights 


Community Association | 


committee at a recent committee 


meeting. 


| The land is at Windsor Avenue © 
\between Brighton and Somerset. - 


jAvenues. These two Mr, 


Bridg- 


jman has agreed to extend to meet 
jthe portion that would be devel- be 


jOped by the city. 


Both the gift of the land and 
the extension of the streets are | 


contingent upon these conditions 


That the city develop those por- | 
tlons of streets around the pro- | 
-|posed park, and that these streets. 
be built to satisfy city require: | 


nts for acceptance, 


~ 


‘igh eee 


| Engladd Rename k 1 
To Park Board Ly 
i\For Five Years WE 


Monroe B. England | 


Monroe B: England, whose Paik | 
Commission experience includes a | 
resignation which wasn’t accepted | 
and 13 months of service without | 
official designation, was reappoint- 
ed today by Mayor James Fallon | 
for a second five-year term, Tha | 
‘appointment, subject to City Coun- 
cil confirmation, will extend to the | 
first Monday in May 1949. 


England’s first term .expired in 


‘bother to reappoint him at that 
itime. However, he continued to 
iserve. He recently was choseii 
chairman to succeed Archibald K. 


‘Sloper, who resigned when he was | 
jappointed state commissioner 2 | 


conservation. . 


England first was named to the || 
board by Fallon in 1939. He sub- } 


imitted a resignation in April 1942, 


‘but the mayor didn’t pay any at- | 


tention to it and the City Council 
‘refused to accept it. 


—a 


May 1944, but the mayor a 


| 
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Playgrounds’ | 


Schedule Wwe, 
Announced!” | 


Same Number 


To Be Operated 


As Last Year | 


| | 
| Bight playgrounds will be oper- | 
_ ated this summer, as last year, by | 
| the Park Department. 


Edward J. Hickey announced to- 
day that the week-day hours ‘will, 


be 9 to 5, Saturdays 9 to 12. Be- | 
sides. the recreational program an 
_inter-playground competition will} 
be promoted in paper salvage sim- |; 
| ilar to last year’s contest, Prizes || 


will be awarded the leading paper- 
troopers and a field day will..re- 
, ward all salvagers if the program 
igs successful. 


In preparation for the season; a é 
_class for women. instructors,,has} 


_been held for one week at the’high’ 
school with Miss Helen McNaugh- 
ton.of last year’s staff as _ the’ 


Supervisor. A meeting of all in-{ 


structors will take place Monday’ 
at 9 in the Plunkett Junior High 
School. 

Mr. Hickey said.the playgrounds 
will feature nightly motion pic- 
tures, baseball leagues for boys of 
midget, junior and _ senior | 
boys’ volleyball and basketball 
leagues; girls’ softball league and 
children’s activities such as doll 
and pet shows, outings and other 
events. 

The staff assignments: Clapp 
Park, J. Carroll Hickey and Miss’ 
Rose Mary Cummings; Springside 
‘Park, Joseph McGovern, James A. 
Conroy and Miss Dorothy B. Mc- 
‘Gee; Coolidge Playground, Ralph 
E. Simmons Jr., and Miss Kath- 
erine M. Maley; Deming Park, 
James J. O’Brien and Miss Ajleen 
A. Murphy; Crane Playground, | 
Charles C. Knight and Miss Cath- 
-erine M. Reagan; Pitt Playground, 
Joseph C. Nugent and Miss Bea- 
trice Callahan; the Common, Law- 
rence J. Murphy, Joseph J. Cana-' 
van and Miss‘Genevieve M. Walsh; | 
‘Francis Avenue Playground, Miss 
“Helen L. Buckley. 

Miss Edith M. Shaw, handicraft 
instructor, will be at the individual 
playgrounds ona rotating schedule. 


| 


Director | 


d 
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\In Praise of Clapp Park? “<_ 
And Its Future Possibilities”: 

With restricted travel and fewer outside 
attractions probably many people who 

never before have visited Pittsfield’s parks 
have been compelled to use them and have | 
been agreeably surprised as to their facili- 
ties, their good location, and the possibili- 
‘es of further development. 

This feeling must have come recently to 

any especially. concerning well-turfed 

app Park where lately the “Here’s Your 

stantry” show.was so explosively staged, 
and last week, when the championship high 
school baseball game was-played-off. For 
scenic backdrop, Clapp«Park with its out- 
look towards Yokun’s Seat and Osceola 
Mountain challengés the'famed prospect of 
the Taconics as seen from Walkiconah Park. 

Clapp is admirably set up for/baseball as 
is. With a relatively small expenditure for 
the seating capacity’which.. could be 
achieved, it is a natural for a football sta- 

'dium and an ampitheatre for staging out- 
door entertainment and spectacles. 

To make a first-class spectator ‘sport’. 
center, however, it is necessary to have 
adequate off-street parking. .; In this re- 
spect Clapp-Park potentially has the goods. 
Southerly of the park and bounded by the 
Housatonic River are several acres of lows 
level land, overgrown ‘to. brush and weed, 
trees, but which are of sandy soil. The 
area is of small value because it frequently, 
is flooded in the spring, but on seasons’ 
when it would be of use for parking it is | 
dry and offers the space for several. hun- 
dred cars. 

But what impresses many as to the po- 
tentialities of Clapp Park is the southwest 
branch of ° the Housatonic River itself, 
which flows along the northerly side of the 
New Haven Railroad tracks for some 2000 
feet. Here the river has a sand and gravel 
pottom. .with a good.head.of .water. flowing 
jut of Richmond Pond. If the West Hou- 
satonic’ Street sewer could be extended from 
its present terminus at Lebdnon AVenue out 
to Hungerford Street, it would clean up this 
branch of the riyer and make ‘possible a 
fine swimming basin at Clapp Park. There 
could not be brought against such a swim- 
ming facility with its constant runoff the 
same complaints of stagnation frequently 
leveled against the Springside Park basin 
and even the municipal bathing beach at 
Pontoosuc Lake during hot dry seasons. | 
The Town of Greenfield.has such .aariver- 
side swimming facility and it is a mous: f 
its kind. 

If the city veers.toward a recreational 
project as a war memorial, Clapp Park 
lends itself to: anpall ’round development 
right in the center’ of one ‘of the most 
densely populated residential sections. It 
could have everything. 

Some objection may be made on:the count 
that under the terms of the gift of former 
Mayor Allen H. Bagg the city. may not 
charge admission for park privileges here. 
This limitation, of course, would ‘not be 
applicable to the swimming’ or parking 
facilities because these would be acquisi- 
‘ions not in the confines of the original gift. 
Also if permanent stands were erected 
around the playing surfaces, it probably 

ould not be abusing the intent of the orig- 
inal gift if a charge were made for reserved 
seats, providing there ‘were enough space 
for non-paying standees. 

If the. city’s future is as bright as is an- 
ticipated in some buoyant quarters, Clapp 
Park has much to recommend it as a sports 
and playground center which could scarcely 
be matched anywhere in a city of this size. 
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Springside Pool Bacteria __ 
Count Again Prohibitive J.) 


Park Comniission 


oO * 


Chlorine as: Purifier—Playground 


Attendance 10;000, First Week 


The Park Departmenti-received 
this morning, from. the municipal 
Department’ of Public Health, a 
report of'a water test.made in the 
Springsidé’’"Park ‘bathing pool, 
showing a too-high bacteria count 
for Safety. The commission‘. did 
not immediately close the pool, but 
will consider ways of reducing the 
count, including the possible use 
of chlorine. 


This temporary setback came at 
the end of a successful opening 
week of playground activities, with 
an attendance estimated’ by Direéc- 
tor Edward J. Hickey at 10,000 ex- 
clusive of the Pontoosuc béach. 
Monroe ..B,,.englend,-chairman of 
the “Park Commission, who was 
unanimously confirmed .for reap- 
pointment by the City Council 
this week, expressed satisfaction at 
the attendance. 

The Health Department’s survey 
showed a bacteria count of 425 per 
cubie centimeter at Springside, 
The standard maximum is 200,.Thé 
department also reported that *the 
samples “showed the presence of 
B. coli, the bacterial type exdrefed 
from human _ intestines. The 
Springside Park pool was tlosed 
last season because of sanitary 
reasons after the Health Depart- 
ment had made a test, but itS use 
was not ‘discouraged this summer. 
In fact, supervised swimming *has 
been in effect this week, which was 
one of the principal factors in 
causing Springside to lead all oth- 
er parks with an attendance” of 
2900, as reported by Mr. Hickey. 
Paper Salvage Day 


- Tuesday has beeh set as the 
weekly paper salvage day at the 


ticipants willbe eligible for a field 
day at the close ‘of the. season. 
“Let’s have, 200 per cent cos0pera- 
tion,” is Mr. #Hickey’s appéal.’ 

An | inter-playground archery 
contest will be Thursday at 2 at 
Springside House. 

Individual playground notes: 

_ The Common—A volleyball team 
is being organizéd to challenge 
other playgrounds; There will be 

a doll show Juy 6. 

Francis Avenue—Limited to chil- 
drenyl2 and under for this season. 
Older children are asked to go to 
Pitt or Coolidge. 

Deming—Boys’ ‘horseshoe tour- 
nament is planned July 5, first of 
an elimination series to determine 
inter-playground tournament con- 
testants. 

Crane — Bowling team being 
formed, to compete with others. 
Equipment. is made from old cro- 
quet sets. "The wading pool will 
be..Opem next, week. 
| Mookhase—Boys y went... swimming 


he 
sj ‘it 
is! Club. pool, 
lay 


next week. 

Clappasihe girls: softball and 
volleyball’"téams are ready. for |: 
games; ‘Tournaments ~afe . being 
played off in checkers, eroquet/and | 
horseshoes, ‘the, champs.to receive | 
Sweater letters. A doll show is set | 
for Friday at 3. . 

.Pitt—A ‘younger boys’ track 
team is forming, races to be late’ 
next weéki:The basketball team, is 
open for challenges. 

Springside——If children can bring 
hot dogs, a roast-is planned Thurs- 
day. Weekly Wednesday roasts will 
follow. Boys’ senior and junior 


held 


playgrounds. A weekly prize for|baseball teams will open the season 
the leading papertrooper from each|next week, as will girls’ softball 


playground will be a feature. Par- 


~~ 


team. 





ark Golf Project ptymied, 


The Park Commission, which has 
been forced by material restrictions 
jand the labor shortage to defer the 


beginning of the proposed construc- 
| tion of a nine-hole golf course, the 
irgement of the zoo and picnic 
jities and landscaping at Spring- 
..<¢ House grounds in 1945, never- 
heless will push its planséor the 
evelopment of a new park en- 
rance and other facilities at Wah- 
tonah Park. 

It is proposed te do this under 
he 1945 operating budget, which 
includes $1000 for the purchase of 
a strip of Wahconah~ Street land 
for the entrance, it’ was explained 
following a meeting of the commis- 
Sion last night. The new land—}; 

/one of several pieces under con- 
)sideration—would be wide enough 
to permit vehicles with pedestrians, 
|} which is impossible in the, narrow 
jalleyway used at present. The cars 
|would be parked on a new gravel 
jarea situated between the small 


playground and the large athletic|~- 
field. | 


| Other Proposals 


deveteeriont. will go aq de- 
| Spite the war, although the Springs || 


| Side projects must wait, 
The municipal capital budget has 


included tentative 1945 appropria-. 
tions of $3000 for the golf course, | 
$1000 each for the zoo and picnic | 
area and the landscaping work. | 
These 1945 appropriations would be 
installments of annual | 
five-year outlays, making the total | 
cost of the golf course $15,000, the | 
zoo and .picnic and the landscape | 


the . first 


projects $5000 each. At a meeting| 
of the commission with the Capi- 
tal Budget Committee, last night, 
it was agreed that these. projects) 
should be deferred one year he-| 
cause of the imposibility of procurs 
ing lumber and other needed mate- 
rials for these purposes and also 
the manpower shortage, which has 
seriously affected the park labor 
force. The budget items will sim- 
ply be postponed one year,..in ac: 
cordance with the flexible’ provi- 
sions of the capital budget plan. 


Another advantage would be the} 


jabsence of a grade declining from 
| Wahconah Street, such as exists in 
jthe present entrance, 
| the installation of an underground 
sewage line. 

in a sewer and erect a long-needed 
! toilet house. 


prohibiting |, 
It is proposed to put}) 
With water piped for]. 


|the toilets, the gravel parking area |} 
could be sprayed for skating in|! 


|| winter. 
|elude space for warming purposes, 
\|changing skates and a check room. 


The toilet house would in-|/ 


After the land is obtained, the|| 


|eommission feels that it may be 
|possible to construct the related fa- 
\ cilities immediately, with the use of 
second-hand materials not subject 
to war restrictions, as has been 
|done in certain other recently-add- 
ad fagilities: | Thie: tha -x%7- hann~t 


| 


| 


WahconahPark| Park Work Planned; 


i 
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Park Sosa 


fhe 
‘Reports on /, 


|Year’s Work | 


School Supt. | 
Russell Praised 


For Co-operation — 


Both the come-and-make-it- -your-. 
self and the planned variety of 
recreation flourished in Pittsfield in| 
1944, the annual report of the two 


divisions of the Park Commission’ 


showed today. It was filed with 


City Clerk John Fitzgerald. 


Park Foreman Harry J. Watson | 


‘said there were 52’ days of- skating 
and that the Common’s area of 


41,000 square feet was twice as big 
as it was the year before. He also. 
spoke of the construction of a full-. 
Size hockey rink, 200 by 84 feet, on 
the Common. 

Recreational Supervisor Clement. 
St. James felt that the year’s high 
light was “the splendid co-operation 


of Superintendent. of. Schools Ed-| 


iward Jt. Russell with the-Park De: 
partment, which sponsored the en: 


' |tire athletic program of the junior 


‘high schoois.” 


| All sports programs 


were for boys, but St. James felt 
that a= similar project for girls 
could be developed in 1945. | 
Eight hundred ninety-eight boys 
who were members 
participated in touch 
hockey, track and baseball. Touch 
football and baseball were the lead- 
ers with 250 and 234. 
_ Playground attendance was _ 59,- 
530. Springside led with 
‘Common was next with 10,303. 
Clapp third with 9955. . Moving pic- 
ture shows 





‘center shows, 7100 at 21 on. the 
playgrounds. 

Watson also disclosed that his 
‘men cut down 20 cords of dead 


wood during. the year. 


of 66 teams | 
football,) 


13,180. 


were seen by 15, 130.) 
‘There were 8030 at 90 community 


cos" oe 
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‘Park Commission Recommends Purchase... 


By City of Blue Anchor Club Property 


€ br. Sloper’s Elevation P ses) Ms 
+ Problem for Park Comimisctae 
| The unanimous approval by the Execu- 
_tive Council of Governor Tobin’s appoint- 
| ment of Archie Sloper as state conservation 
commissioner was to be expected. There 
was no ground for political quibbling be- 
cause the man and the job were made for 
each other.. But while there has been ap- 
proval of the governor’s wisdom and rejoic- 
ing by Mr. Sloper’s friends of the enviable 
situation whereby a man henceforth will be 
paid for pursuing an ayocation which has 
been his consuming hobby, the appointment 
creates:a real problem for the City of Pitts- 
| field. ss 
The post of chairman of the Park Com- 
mission in Pittsfield traditionally has been 
‘unpaid. Yet the amount of time and 
thought which Mr. Sloper has put on the 
job would shame many a paid officeholder. | 
Mr. Sloper ate and slept parks and recrea- | 
tion. | Where as a man of modest circum- 
stances he found the time to devote to the 
onerous duties of supervising the spending 
of a $58,000 annual budget as well as super- 
vise the maintenance of an expansive park 


The above is a pen and ink conception of the Park Commission’s tentative plan for an arched foot- 
bridge across the Pontoosuc Lake outlet channel, conditional upon the city’s acquiring the Blue 
_ Anchor property. The bridge would connect the latter with the present city beach and grove. Henry 
| ; M. Seaver made the drawing. 


Footbridge 
' Across Channel 


Is Proposed 


The meeting was attended by,Lieut. Miller has made available! | 
Lieut. Donald B. Miller, USNR, for-|the Root tract off Williams Street 4d. lake-front acreage was one of the 
mer Park Commission member, as|for playground use under sue town’s prime mysteries. It will be difficult 
a guest. Lieut. Miller and his/vision of the. commission, The) ; . 
brother, Lawrence, gave the Spring-|meeting was held at the park ones indeed no find mone either on or off the 
side House estate to the city for an|52 School Street. A. K. Sloper,| Park Commission in Pittsfield who can find 


addition to Springside Park, and)chairman. presided. | the time to do what he did and who can 


The Park Commission announced! 


today that it will write to Mayor 
James Fallon and the City Council, 
|recommending city purchase of the 
former Blue Anchor Club property 
at Pontoosuc Lake. Coincidentally, 


ithe commission released an in- 
formal drawing of a proposed 
jarched footbridge to connect the 
iclub property on the North Street 
shore with the present city beach 
and grove across the narrow chan- 
nel in the east end of the lake. 
Concerning the proposal for city 
purchase of the club land and 
buildings, the commission said it 


understood these would be available ; 
jat the amount invested by Law-| 


rence K. Miller. The commission 
feels that the city should take ad- 
\vantage of the opportunities to in- 
jerease its recreational holdings at 


jthis location, to extend protection | 
‘o£ the lake shore in a generally re-' 


istricted area and to merge con- 
tiguous beaches, 

| The footbridge would facilitate 
saccess between the proposed twin 
areas, likewise relieving the pedes- 
trian traffic hazard at near-by Han- 
cock Road, the only present access 
to the city’s: beach from ‘North 
Si ‘The arch design is proposed 
Ras eit unobstructed boat clear- 
‘ance in the channel. 

The’ present Pontoosuc park 
property-comprises 10% acres. The 
Blue. Anchor property is a small 
fraction of that size. 


—_—— 


Blue Anchor Sold 


For Slightly ““Y 
More Than $10,000 


Lawrence K. Miller took title 
today to the Blue Anchor Club 
bathing beach and buildings at| 
Pontoosuc Lake for slightly more 


than $10,000. The deed was filed , 


in the Central Berkshire registry 
by Atty. James M. Rosenthal. This 


is the property which the Park 


Commission has asked the city to 
acquire at cost. The request will 
be considered by the City Council 
Tuesday evening. 

Other transfers recorded: John 
T. Hogan to James J. Querico, a 
lot on. Dorchester Avenue; Lettie 
VM. Davis to Gordon. A. and Eliza- 
beth C. Sessions; house and _ lot, 
Bel Air Avenue; Kazimir M. and 
Monica V. Lapinskas to Elizabeth 
H. Ashe, Lee, house and lot, Lenox 
Avenue. 

Also, Catherine A. Hickey to 
Joseph A, and Lena B. St. Peter, a 
house and lot. at Second and Lin- 
ecoln Streets; William H. Belden, 
Stockbridge, to Mary K. Greeu. 
that place, a house and lot in 
Glendale. 


spearhead the program with a wisdom born 
of such experience and enthusiasm. 


‘Under the circumstances, it would appear! 
wise if the Park Commission renewed its 
request to the mayor and City Council for 
a full-time park and recreational superin- 
tendent. The mayor a few years back in- 
cluded such an item in the annual budget 
but the war made it impossible to get the | 
right kind of man and the post was never | 


filled. With the partial 


demobilization | 


which victory in Europe makes possible and 

the need for fewer recreational technicians | 
in uniform because the bulk of the Army | 
and Navy are already trained, it may be| 
possible now to get a man who can fill the | 
job adequately and who is properly trained 

for it. Then it will be possible for the Park | 
Commission to be what it originally intend- 

ed to be, namely, a policy-making group of 

interested citizens who need not be con- 

cerned with actual administration. 
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ie _| Second Test Made 
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_ Springside Pool 

_ After Second Water Test 
ae ‘Unsafe Bacteria Found in Brook and 
Spring Water—Band Concerts, Use of : | 


bare is 
|, Blue Anchor Club 


‘he Park Commission announced 
lay it.would close the Springside 
tk.bathing pool this afternoon 
cause vof’the presence of unsafe 


a , vacteria in: the brook and spring 
| water. ! 


The” announcement came ‘as 
Chairman Monroe B. England pre- 
pared: to comply with a request 
from Frederick D, Retallick, pres-: 
ident of the City Council; that he 
attend a Council meeting tonight 
for a discussion of several park 
matters. 

Earlier, Councilman-at-Large 
George A. Purnell had stated he 
would demand the facts about the 
Springside situation at the meet- 
ing, in answer to the questions of 
constituents. He said they wanted 
to know whether the pool was safe 
and whether it would be kept open, 
‘In view of the Health Department 
report 10 days ago that it was un- 
safe. } 


Mr.. England explained this 
morning that a second analysis of 
the Springside water had been 
made by the Health Department 
and was equally unsatisfactory 


aS eh ae da% 


“ , Hi Noe 


Jy so, - 
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To Be Discussed 


from the standpoint of health of | 
pool users. Both samples contained 


intestines. 

The pool, although closed last) 
year after water tests had revealed 
unsafe bacteria, has been in super- 
vised use this season, with a large 
attendance. 


When Mr. England goes to the 
Council meeting tonight, ne will be 
questioned about the Commission’s 
plans for the Blue Anchor Ciub 
house and :beach at Pontoosuc 
Lake, which the city bought last 
week, It was sold at cost of $10,797 
by Lawrence K. Miller who had 
made a holding purchase of the 
club corporation upon the death of | 
the principal stockholder, Freeman 
M. Miller. Mr. England explained | 
today that the commission has de- 
veloped no plan for the Blue An-| 
chor, except the principle that it 
was desirable for the protection of 
the waterfront and the potential } 
expansion of recreational facilities. 


Closed ; 


| 


; 
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Park Board Seeks 


Blacksmith Shop 
By City To Be Recommended | 


Purchase | 


Wahconah Park—Blue Anchor Not To 


| 


} 


coli, the excretion from human | 


-Recommendation will be made 
by the Park Commission to Mayor 
_ Fallon for the purchase of a black- 


smith shop property on Wakhconah 12 


Street. for $4000 from Louis Albert 
Jr. to afford a new entrance ty 
Wahconah Park large enough to 
accommodate both vehicles and pe- 
_destrians. The lot measures 50 feet; 
/in width and 132 feet in depth. Its 
acquisition through an uncontested 


.taking would also permit the erec- 


Open—Band Concerts Scheduled 


tion of a comfort station to serve b: 
the park. 


The present main entrance is but |. 

feet wide and at too steep al). 
grade to permit sewage connection. |. 
With the new vehicular entrance, || 
the commission would also lay out}. 


a large parking field. The purchase |) ~— 


would be made outside the park : 

budget of $58,000, said Monroe B.} © 
England, chairman of the commis-|. 

sion after a board meeting last!) — 
might. 
_. It was voted to hold a band con- te 
cert at Springside Park on the 22d he 


from 3.30 to 5.30 and others may ! 


be held if this is succassful. 
| On account of the late season | 
lack of funds and personnel main- | 
tenance shortage, the commission | 
voted unanimously not to open | 
Blue Anchor Club this summer. 


./The north end, including boathouse 


Several councilmen have become ~- 


interested 
park band concerts, and this mat- 
ter will also be taken up with the 
park chairman. 


‘Cold Showers , 


Planned 


Park, Commission 
| Seeks Pollution 
|. Problem Solution 


The Park Commission hopes. td| 
drain “off natural water from the} 
Park bathing’ podl,|' 
closed since Tuesday because of 


Springside 


f 
| ° e oy 
Springside } 


1 T¢s | 


erable 


Perry, 


in the possibilities of! 


: IM ayor 
For 


Commission’s request for approval 
of the appointment of Jackson 


i = 


Considers 


consideration” to the Park 


33, of Watertown, N. J,; as 


|disposition of the main building 
will be determined later. 


and locker rooms, will be demol- 


jished this fall as unsafe and it is es 
jnot practical to repair them. Final 
~---- > - 7 RB Sr | 


— + 


$3800 Item : 


e © J thy ag 
Recreational Director sys 
_ Mayor Fallon will give “consid- money available through an addi- | 
tional appropriation, 

Perry, 
of recreation in Amsterdam, N, Yu 8 
and Watertown’ and a 


who was superintendent 


member of; 


unsafe bacteria count, and provide| 
water from city mains in the two} 
large sprays With which’ the pool}, 


iS equipped. Under this arrange- 
ment the children would enjoy cool | 
showers instead of ‘bathing. 

The. natural. brook and. spring) 
Fatee in the pool would be drained 
by a Separate pipe installed in. the’ 
upper” settling pool. An obstaéie) 
may be inability to drain off) 
enough’ water to keep the main} 


pool empty from this source, be-) 


cause the wall separating the two 


|pools is lower than. the water line. | 


| 


| 
i 


1a, 


It’ is considered desirable to have, 
no body of water in the main pool! 
while it is in use. 2 nea Dy 


a 


/man, 
iferred ‘with the mayor this morn- 


superintendent of recreation in this 
clty at a salary of $3800, he said 
this noon. : 

The commission voted last night 
to ask his approval, and”its chair- 
Monroe B, England, con- 


Ing. The commission for some 


|time has advocated the employ- 
{ment of a@ paid recreational super- 
jvisor, but’ no 
|such a salary 
|Mayor’s budget this year. 
jmeans he would have to make the 


provision to cover 
was made in the 
That 


— we fF 


the field staff of 
curity- Agency, 
charged from. the Army with He 
rank of second lieutenant in the 
infantry, He is 
one child, 


the Federal Se-; 
recently was dis-: 


married, and has! 


Perry Sunday night attended al 


buffet supper 


meeting of the com-} 


mission and other. civie leaders at) 


the Bartlett Avenue ‘home of. 
Chairman England. Monday he 
was introduced.to the mayor by 
Mr, England, and visited several 
other offices at City Hall. | 





SS 


transferring to the city from Lawrence K. Miller for $10,797, the 

iS i Pontoosuc Lake. The Park Department has announced no plan for 
ows the club in its heyday and indicates why its present closing has caused conges- 

_ tion of other lake swimming centers. 
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- : | | 
‘The Pittsfield axnaeicnees- the immediate consideration of a ( andidite : 
Commission’s request to Mayor| work should be the assignment 
Fallon for a $3800 appropriation| of an expert, on the job the year 
recreation director appointee,| be paid a salar ur | | 
Jackson Perry of Watertownj,N. Y.| with his ability and qualifica- | . | 
to requisition the state Civil Serv-| him here until the program is 
ice Commission for certification of| Well developed. } h A cra 
Le bah PE SE he to el Years in Recreatio 
_ reational superintendent for its} Mssion 1s weil qualiiea to pic | ty ° 
, See te a man who will meet with the | | Leadership 
‘England, chairman, said the ap-| } , | | ; : 
jected recreational. program. Jackson J.,Perry of Watertown 
[plication ware SBE Oe ga Having given the city’s recrea- Y., whom the Park Commission! 
) BHOruly seme to BOsEae thought in the past, we trust | tate Civil Service Commission for 
Ahern’s Statement | that the Park’ Commission rec- | a temporary provisional appoint- 
Ahern, ex utive secretary the| favorably by the City Council, recreation at $3800 a year subject 
Taxpayers’, ‘Association statement} and that the ‘anticipated im- to acceptance by Mayor Fallon and 
For years the City of Pittsfield | tional program will soon be real- years’ experience in professional 
has been acquiring more and ized as a consequence. fF recreational leadership. He has 
poses and today has about 600. sentatives of the National Recrea- 
‘tion Association and other agen- 
is a logical sequence, has not | hi | | These include the Federal Secur- 
| ty Agency, the United Service Or- 


ciation today endorsed the’’Park, recreational supervisor. Such tae? | 
as the salary of its prospective] around, and theright man should | | W 1] k id 
commensurate || | € a orsed. 
The Park Commission preparéd| tions, attractive enough to keep 
Has Been Seven | .. 
| ‘@ provisional appointment of arec-| We feel that the Park Com- 
year meouniy eroetam., “Monroe B. proper standards of this pro- 
| members of. the commission and tional problem: a good deal of wishes to have approved by the 
Released, ; through -Philip C.} ommendation will be acted upon ment as director of parks and 
_ follows: provement in. the city’s recrea- — a | | the City Council, has had seven 
- more land for recreational pur- | iene a0 3 th | been well recommended by repre-| 
acres. Despite these acquisitions, | P bd ” 
-the recreational program which £ ULPTVC Ures roadside cies, 


‘been given an opportunity to | A P ee 

: Oa Maat al P k P Age) npeceerer 

feutih at hott comms AL Proposed Park Position | ~ fist, cites of unseat 
| Greeten when it, Eis nents _ The $3800 which is the salary|the commission co-operation Inpene Denactmonta waieten ale cae 
Shama. 3 | mentioned for the proposed posi-|turning on the wading pool spray i. qualifications does not include 


Oa NOR Cdn OLOrNOe cit . at Crane Playground, but he felt)... : j i 
Be well be ae ak evant SNe see Cl uld oe is. pa maintenance fe develstanent of 
pring a app sar ‘physical park property,. which 


of the children,” .Councilman-at-|the former place, he said, it “wastoiig be included in his. overall 


P ar k Appointee large Georgé* A, Purnell asserted|pitiful to see the kids locking at responsibilities ne proposed by the 


today in reporting on a-park in-|the pond.2 He suggests that the ©Park Commission, 


spection tour which. he took yes<itwo Sprays: in ‘the middle of the 


Would Servei If 3] {tion from his duties at the Gen- ferred. to the banks, where theythan he ‘has fast been Toteeabts 


jeral Electric Company. could be. turned on to provide 

) eric! | PE SP The veteran city government man|pleasure and relief to sweltering en Neti Pes ipa: ie 
Ua | a a it Jsugzested ial rule airs cart SS a le alarm isa al theone rear, 1944-45. previcnae, he 
p Cl Yy ‘|mission needs some one to lay out/installation of a spray would besarved thir years as su api tani 
| oa a recreational program, it could|practical at Clapp, where attend-ant Gf Kacreation in Watertoan, N. 
‘ 7 get a man without going out of|ance yesterday was very large, ‘My and hens years in similar ca- 
Combined Park, |jtown. He proposed James E, Kee~' ‘his opinion. pacity in aia tower aa N. Y. Be- 
R Fe z j}gan, superintendent of the Boys" He reported that School Depart-fo;¢ going into public recreation 
ecreation Director b| Club. ment employees were doing an eX work, he was an automobile and 

Would Be Tem } about sp is particularly concerned; cellent job at all ofthe parks. héyeal estate salesman. 
P orary apout sprays. He acknowledged*yi His bachelor of science degree 
The new position for in physical education was ob- 
Park Cental hopes teres gy ainee ae pact rene vonere 

where he was graduated in 

the services of Jackson Perry of ; He also took special courses in 


Watertown, N, Y., at $3800 a year, coaching athletics at Northwestern 
and Colgate Universities. He has 


‘is the combined superinte | Avot 
of parks and wes “aac: / attended sessions of. the annual 
Reve congress’ of the National Recrea- 








‘Monroe B. England announced to- tion Association, 
day. He said Mr. Perry had “in- 
sisted on it.” 


' Because of the commission’s par- 
ticular desire to hire Mr. Perr y, it 
will accede to his wishes, Mr, 
England said. Already on the Park 
Department payroll is Harry J, 
\Watson, foreman, in charge of all 
‘physical property and maintenance. 
He recéives $50 a week plus house 


‘Service appointee. 


| Registered Aoataet Ke 


'|To thes ito or of THE EAGLE:— Bee. 
The, $s 0 salary mentioned for a 


| director-of city recreation is money 
thrown away. 


It is beyond me if the’ taxpayers’ j 


jassociation ,approve of ‘it. 


‘| Moving’ pictures or anything else’ 


will not take. the place of a wading 
|pool for the: children. 


The: cement, pool. “near Crane - 
| school’ cost. $5000: and: yet’ no water) 


AS a professional leader, he has 
wor ced in athilstics nhysical edu-| 
ction, children’s games and social | 
recreation. Eis experience has in-| 
‘cluded training. others in swim- 
ming, community singing, drama, 
\pageantry, festivals, — story-telling, 
clubs ‘for children and adults, Boy 
scouts, camping. | 


hy 
rae _— 
we Sond te J 


x Serv and.is a permanent Civil 


| The Park Commission has not jhas been init-for three -years. Still) 
yet received an answer from the jin thed945-2950' ¢apital outlay pro- | 
stare Civil Service Commission con- _ |lgram_is emer Park pool, $2000, | 
cern the requested certification taxi i Coolidge Park pool,.also $2000. | 
Snes or he oes lnpebesss ERO Domed cnegten st 
fe) nder | 
passed sby the Eladank Pecieives |Springsidé Park and use the city 
the position cannot be filled per- eee waver Arthie Sloper admitted the| | ; 
ae isaine ree nahin nie | acted thee Reel. hg Birk Cont | 
\ ations, ‘or salary | |re sina 
changes are permitted for the du | jmission said it did not have the|!/on the old St 
: | : i ephens property that!) 
see F ay pend was unin- T noth fener pe water. ‘ mat ‘lis now part of Springside Park. 
Batts tides A er other Massachu- “ie b sat ‘fi ae i urned)'!Surely it would not be used by the| | 
aie ay ev ave combined... direc- gis fa iG er to en 4 ra de | children, | 
eae cnarge of both recreational es Ity cannot altord to spen | ARTHUR BURDICK. 
ies and physical maine — | Sa »for a nine-hole golf course | Pittsfield. GER REIS 
eoence at the parks. ; { pnee anes Soe 


vr eiprenereesien patience Brat | 
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Board Problem Park Director 


Appointment 

‘Approved & ae 

| Civil Service... | 
Sanction, Mayor’s 


Okay. Secured 


Mayor James’ Fallon today said 


— Bocial Agencies) 


(Council Backs 


Recreation } tan 


“Proposal in Line 


With 1938. Survey 


t 
\ 
/ 


jhe would provide the funds for the] 


jsalary of Jackson J. Perry of Wa-/| 
|tertown,.N. Y¥.,-as provisional di- | 


‘rector of parks and recreation for 


‘the city of Pittsfield. Perry’s cer-| 
jtification for six months, effective], 


‘Sept. 1, was approved today by the 


Endorsed by Council 


The Park*'Commission has pro- 
posed: that a qualified man be ap- 
pointed at this time as super- 
intendent of city parks and recrea- 


jtion. This proposal is in accord 
j/with a major recommendation of 


7 


State Civil Service Commission. 
Although it was expected that 
ithe mayor would ask the City 
‘Council for the money on a supple- 
‘mental budget basis, he said that : 
would not be necessary. “I think |. 
we will get the funds,” he added. 


the Brightbill Recreational Survey 
of 1938 endorsed by the Council of 
Social Agencies, and is in agree- 
ment with the ‘objectives of the 
policy of the leisure time division|) 
of the council. © || 
According. to the division, the} 
Chairman Monroe B. England of first step ue ee re Se ee 
| issi i re | pr f-recreation for the com- 
Sy ea "pe. 83800 id Eee ye | Rhitg ts the. appointment by the} 
Service ap roval was. for a pro-|! | city of an experienced supervisor} 
a! visi . ot P to organize, coordinate and direct] 
nia Fat weed a gp o US the facilities and personnel toward) 
there wa8 no suitable eligible list | . | 


i | that end. 
sae) wae to draw @ permanent | “Because a comprehensive and} 
i dinancneaee > : jefficiently operated recreational] 
ek or alae. |plan is most essential. to a well-| 
rounded community life,” the Coun- 
‘cil of Social Agencies urges that'/! 
‘the municipal authorities act!’ 
_\“promptly and favorably” upon the js 
ee aaa icurrent proposal of the Park Com- 
BBR Yi Prog! Mur st ait) Sao the | ; mission. | 
7 OF 9. Parker Street, who took this picture, says Paul K. Fodder is chairman of: 
peta Milne rat the. citysbathing beach -at Pontoosuc Lake iy eee te clita the leisure time division. f 


: ; a in bruises,’ and he calls the ip: | ] 
cause children to stub toes andsustain br , I Potape 


irk. issi ees that it is un- | i ‘ i 
ition a “disgrace.” The Park:Commission agr Hae | 
desirable, explains 1 resis Hama washing away. of the Weacpuit, | “SLOTS 0 ing y ye 

ini wall. _ dren ft 5 of. e 
inves aerate the sandy bottom. The commission plans By ao 
to build a wooden ramp for access to the water from shore, 


temporary corrective. Eventually, the retaining wall will’ be rebuilt. 


— Se , 


iw fy ° 

Recreational, Director 

To the Editor of THE HAGLE:— | 

Coe tae | The® Pitt 461d Council of Par- 

a ane i ent-Teagher “Associations » would 
i coe Nic, Sa Aenea 
like to 4 ike. this opportunity to. 
‘|VOlce aOpPOVal of the Park Com-| 
|mission’S Suggestion that the city | 
jhire @ ‘Superintendent. of parks | 
jand recreation, The ‘National Con-| 
| gress of Parents and Téachers has, 
long endorsed. such & progressive 
communityeagtion. The total ef-| 
jfect of such, programs. in. conjune- 
tion with” the’ established organ-| 
zations for youth definitely tends/ 
to reduce ‘juvenile delinquency. | 
| ~The School Department this~year | 
Save the lo¢al PTA’s the opportu-| 
i nity to experiment with a prograny| 
/Of leisure time activities at Crane 
jand \ Redfield) Schools and while 
| these projects proved ve ‘'Y success-| 
jful it only made us realize that 
there is a great heed for 
ganized program making the full-| 
est use of natural resources and 
existing public facilities offering 
recreation. ‘to every citizen in the 
icommunity, 

Jackson Perry appears to be a| 

\well qualified man, both by his | 
training and experience and/ 
Sac He quite competent to 4dj- 
Fect such a program in Our city. 
Pittsfield Parent-Teacher Council, 


| GLENNA S. CARLEY, 
| Presi 
Pittshela residen t 
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Pitistield Fortunate To Own 3300 Feet of Pontoosuc _ ¢ ha 
Lake Shoreline at an Average Cost of $12 Per Foot xgyc 


| 


a a 


BLUE ANCHOR CLUB, BOUGHT} 
FROM LAWRENCE K MILLER” > 
1945, FOR $10.797 0.5 ACRE 5 


oem 


tea: 
TEAIGARDEN PROPERTY 
TAKEN BY EMINENT DOMAIN 
FROM BLUE ANCHOR CLUB 
1938 FOR $6500 0.7 ACRE 


ee 


CRYSTAL BALLROOM 
PROPERTY ($5000), GIFT OF 
KELTON B MILLER 1939 


BOUGHT FROM E N 
HUNTRESS 1938, FOR $500. 


PART OF ORIGINAL PARK 
TAKEN FROM VOLK) | 


PONTOOSUC WOOLEN | 0 
TRACT, OWNED BY! 0 oh 
WYANDQITE: WORSTED, 25. J 
COMPANY. SCENIC: 4 s.r 
ENT.GIVEN TO CITY 5 
2 TAX EXEMPTION.) 


ry 


~ 
oo © 
as S 
DO EVAR 
ORIGINAL PARK TAKEN BY 
EMINENT DOMAIN FROM .. Fa 
} 


ROBERT W VOLK, 1914 FOR i. f ey 
$22,000 10.4 ACRES. re 


4 


’ 
Pi 


Re nig te 
j Cs Yas 
iP y si (2? mi 


Through the recent purchase of the Blue Anchor Club, at an ad- | outlet and east end of the lake. The properties agg} fegate 11.4 acres | 
vantageous price in a holding transfer, the city increased its con- | and afford possibilities for further development’, f be! determined La 
tinuous lakeshore property to nearly two-thirds, of a mile. This after study. They have cost the city "$4 97. 

| unique community recreational and protective holding: comprises. the i fe 


/ . Sabet 
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\, | The City Loses a 
i\ Faithful Public Servant 


"Recreation Post F Bde “Za 


ay 


Resigns as y 4 i" 


Park Foreman 


“UL Represent 
rist Organization | 


. New, En sland 


Harry J. Watson; foreman in 


| charge of maintenance and con- 


_ struction for the Park Depart- 
-\ment, today gave ‘his resignation | 


to Monroe B. England; chairman 
of the Park Commission. The ef-| 
fective date is Sept. 1. 


_. Mr. Watson’s resignation was 


submitted: to permit his acceptance 


of a désirable position with the 
Florists’ Telegraph Delivery of| 
was made known to him in May.| 
Much of Mr. Watson’s. life has 
been spent in floriculture and re-) 
jlated: pursuits. He was born in 
. England, where his father was an 
estate superintendent, and has 
been himself the superintendent of 
local estates. 

With the Florists’ Telegraph 
Delivery, Mr. Watson will be the 
field agent for New England and 
Eastern New York; in liaison work 
between the home office and more 

than 300 member florists. He will 
continue to make his home in 
Pittsfield. He spent Tuesday in 
Detroit in a conference with com- 
pany officials. His new work will) 
'start Sept. 5, when he will go to 
Detroit for several weeks, P 
| Mr, Watson has been in the Park} 
Department six years, foreman two} 
years. He was superintendent of 
‘Green River Farm, the estate of 
Eldridge ‘L. Adams, in Great Bar-| 


‘rington and of the ‘estate of Mrs.| 


‘Warren M. Salisbury at Onota 
| Lake. He came to Pittsfield in 1914| 
‘as assistant gardener at Salis- 
‘bury’s. He had been a gardener}! 
and professional soccer, cricket and | 
‘tennis player in England, Tuxedo | 
'Park, N. Y., and Paterson, N. J. He| 
| spent 1920 as a floriculturist with 
the Detroit Park Department. 
Organizations in which Mr. Wat-|) 
son has. been active here are the} 
American Legion, Pittsfield Sports- 
‘men’s Club, Berkshire County 
‘League of Sportsmen’s Clubs and| 
jLions Club. His wife is the former 
Miss Agnes Wright of this city.| 
‘They have four children. Mrs. Wat-|| 
son has had charge of Springside| 
owe: at preside Park. ‘| 
| 


ob Ae ety ae 


} wartime restrictions. 
board have depended upon or been influ- |) 
, enced for good by Harry’s judgment. op. 
He took over the foremanship three years | &. 
Through complete responsibility, | mig 


Detroit, the opportunity for Y san | 


The city is losing a good man in Harry J. 
Watson, park foreman. He well deserves: 
ihe Sead job in private employ to which he 
is going next month. Harry’s uncommon 


sense and loyalty have stood the community | 


| well in an unsettled period of park admin- 
| istration. 


a greater unavoidable turnover in the per- 


sonnel of the Park Commission than during 
his six years’ service. This made for un- 
settled policy at the same time that lands 
and program were expanding but with 
Many times, the 


ago. 


the respect and confidence of the board and 
his men. Because of these qualities and 
broad’ interests Harry has been a ‘‘com- 
munity man.” Countless friends and ac- 


| quaintances are happy that he will retain 
| residence here although duties with an out- 
| side commercial organization will require 
| his absence for much of the time. 


Mrs. Watson has given similarly com- 


| petent and. unstinting services as the house- 
‘| keeper of Springside House, center»of grow- 
ing. ‘social activities under park sponsor-| 


ship. Living at this beautiful estate could 


Never has a man been faced with 


| friendliness and tact he immediately won |@ 


;1. Expected, To Be Approved | 


| Close Vote Likely 


Lake, in Opposition, Lists Five 
Local Men Qualified for Job 


War and peace today were blend- 
ed into a strange controversy over 


‘the .Park». Commission’s proposed 


ereation of the position of super- 
“fitendent of parks and recreation. 


‘What appeared to be a City Coun- 
til minority, led by Ward 2 rep- 


‘esentative, Harvey E. Lake, voiced 


-gutspoken opposition to the plan 


il Pittsfield servicemen who may 

~ int rested in the job have an 

setinity to try for it on a com- 

* examination basis. How- 

fideeischeduled meeting of tno 

uncil. is deferred because of V-J 

‘Day, the commission may receive 
council permission to go ahead. 


Unofficial observation was that 
the council would pass Mayor 
James Fallon’s order transferring 
$1280 to pay the salary ‘ior the bal- 
ance of the year of Jackson Perry, 
the Park Commission’s selection for 
the position. 

The counceil’s finance committee, 
after a two-hour hearing on the 
subject last night, expressed ap- 
proval of the order. Fred D. Re- 
tallick, council president and chair- 
man of the committee, said this 
‘morning the committee favers mak- 
ing the money available so that 
Perry could be engaged for the bal- 
ance of. the year. 


not have been a bed of roses for any family Etc Names Hive 


with the public free to roam at almost at, 
will} 


tious and uncomplaining caretakers. Their | ‘res 
| leaving creates for the park board a most fied ° for the job. He was taking 


difficult replacement problem. 


Park Board’s 


Lake. injected a home town de- 


Yet the Watsons have been conscien- | tense note into the argument after 


Ras? hight’s meeting by listing five 
dents whom he considers quali- 
shatp issue with the commission's 
assertion that no Pittsfield man 
‘was qualified. He mentioned Ed- 
‘ward .C. Hickey, John Lyons, R. 
‘Gardner Ayers, James P. Reynolds, 


$3800 Request ys 
To Be Considered — 


The Park Commission’s request | 
for $3800 for a year’s salary for 
‘the proposed full-time superintend- } 


considered by the City 


finance committee at a 


ent of recreation and parks will be|! 
Council’s 


special 


meeting Monday night at 7. fred 
\D. Retallick, Council president and 


‘chairman of the committee 


, has in- 


‘vited the full commission to at-|| 


| tend, 


in Council Tonight : 


Nhs 


and Leo Gillette. Lyons and Ayer 
are in the service. 

Lake ‘said, “I would like to sed 
a competitive examination rathel 
than bring in an out-of-town max 
out of a clear sky. That is wh) 
I am opposed to the order. I favo: 
a full-time-superintendent of parks 
In fact, I favored one two years 
ago. ”? 

After listing the five men, Lake 
asserted that they should be give 
the opportunity of taking a tests 

“The mayor says,’ he observed, 
“that we can’t plow the streets be- 
cause the boys aren’t home fron 
the service. Therefore I can’t sext 
how we can do this thing.” 

It appeared that Councilmn 
Retallick, Leland C. Talbot, Joseph 
W. Wood, Walter S. Marsden, Jofan 
D. Lynch, Thomas E. Enright, aind 
Joseph ‘Binder would vote for tlhe 
order. Known to be opposed 
Lake, Thomas E. DeFazio, Edward 
J. Tierney and George A. Purnell.) 


England Speaks 


Monroe B. England, chairman of 
the commission, spoke for more 
than an hour in presenting its case 
at the finance.committee meeting. 
He introduced letters of approval 
of the commission’s plan from 
Glenna S. Carley, Alice B. Jalonack 
and Philip C. Ahern, representing 
the Pittsfield Parent-Teacher 
Council, the Pittsfield League o¢ 
Women Voters, and the Pitts 
Taxpayers’ Association, respectiy} 
ly. John Viale and Fred T. Fram 
cis, commission members, also 
spoke. 

Retallick said he would go +t 
City Hall for a meeting even, j 
V-J Day is proclaimed. 

“However, if there isn’t a qug 
rum present, we can’t act,’ ” he | 
served smilingly. 





Recreation Ap 


pointment 


Assured by Split’ Ballot al 


Council Approves Transfer of Fund 
By Vote of 7 to 4. After Lengthy Debate— 
Perry To Take Job Sept. 2 


Overriding strong opposition, a|Coltsville, Pontoosuc and Crane 


majority of the City Council ast 
night supported the Park Depart- 
men’s choice of Jackson Perry 6f 
Pottersville, N. Y., honorably . dis- 
charged second lieutehant 4 hd 
trained recreation leader, ase Pitts- 
field recr2ation sup 
Starting Sept. 2... By a... vote of 
seven to four a tPansfer of finds 
totaling $1280 “within the park 
budget was approved, assuring pa- 
ment of Perry’s salary for six 
months at the rate of $3800 a yeer. 

Favoring the transfer were 
Councilmen Fred D. Retallick, 
Thomas E. Enright, John D. Lynch, 
Walter §. Marsden, Joseph W. 
Wood, Leland C. Talbot and Jo- 
seph D. Binder, and against it were 
Edward J. Tierney, Harvey E. 
Lake, Thomas E. DeFazio and 
George A. Purnell. 


Local Names Submitted 


Before the vote there was 
lengthy debate with Purnell,*Lake 


and former Councilman Daniel Ca-! 


sey leading the~ opposition. and 
Park Chairman Monroe B. Eng- 
Jand and representatives of several 
community organizations carrying 
the ball for the proponents. Casey 
Submitted a list of five local men, 
- received in a lettér. by him yester- 
day, whom he felt) were qualified 
for the job. They were Edward 
C. Hickey, who is directing the 
playground program this summer 
for the Park Department; Edward 
Grady, who, Casey said, had four 
years of college training in recre- 
ation and who is now in the armed 
forces; Robert H. Boyd, former 
Dalton High coach; and Marina 
Lieut. John Kellar, former star 
Holy Cross athlete and James P. 
“eynolds, high school teacher and 
.% athletic director, 

Casey paid high tribute to the 
late Clement C. St. James as play- 
ground director and wondered how 
he would have stood with the Park 
Commission in- relation to the 
present appointment. Casey re- 
called the experience he had in the 
Legislature with ~ Councilman 
Lake’s bill creating a single paid 
commissioner to operate the Park 
Department and how the measure 
was opposed by Mayor Fallon “be- 
cause. the boys were away in the 
service.” 


Casey’s Argument 


“On my way past the park to- 
night,” said Casey, “I noticed the 
figure 6728 for the number of our 
boys in the service who are coming 
home some day and 185 for those 
who aren’t coming home. How 
about these 6728 boys—there must 
be some among them that are qua- 
lified for this recreation job? Why 
not give all a chance? Why all the 
rush to fill this job now? 

‘' “They say this appointment is 
only for six months, but you know 
it will be longer than that. In six 


énderit. 





School neighborhoods, she said, 
have started recreational programs 
which will benefit’ greatly by a 
recreational superintendent, 


‘Mrs. Jalonack said it. wasn’t the 
policy of; the League of Women 
Voters to favor individual candi- 
dates, but the organization had 
confidence in the Park Commission 
to make the right choice. 


‘A trend toward more “made- 
jobs” was predicted by Purnell who 
question how Jong real estate 
taxpayers could shoulder the bur- 
den. He thought’ lodal applicants 
Should. be given consideration for 
the position. 

Perry Jackson, Boy Scout ex- 
ecutive, contended that a trained 
recreational director would do an 
efficient job and! the cost would be 
negligible compared with the re- 
sults obtained. If he saved four 
people from going wrong, such a 
director, Jackson ‘said, would be 
doing immeasurable good. 


Councilman ‘Tierney questioned 
England on the. Jatter’s statement 
Monday night that Perry had to be 
hired by Aug. 14 or he might take 
a position open to him in Long- 
meadow. England said he had com- 
municated with Perry and told him 
of the postponment of the Council 


meeting because of the V-J cele-: 
bration, and Perry had agreed tol 


await the outcome of the adjourned 
meeting. 

Councilman DeFazio said: he 
wasn’t against having a superin- 
tendent of recreation, but he failed 
to see the emergency which re- 
quired immediate filling of the posi- 
tion. : 

England admitted under ques- 
tioning by Lake that he had solicit- 
ed the support of at least three 
local organizations for the Perry 
appointment. Lake called this lob- 
bying and noted that one organiza- 
tion, a CIO affiliate at the GE, had 
failed to support the measure. 


Mrs. Brigham said there had been 
no lobbying in the case of the 
Council of Social Agencies—that 
the organization had long been in 
the fight for a recreational director 
and had a telegram from the Na- 
tional Recreation Association say- 
ing that the salary to be paid for 
the local position was not out of 
line with those paid in cities of 
Similar size. 


“You wouldn’t say that some 
other men were qualified for this 
job, would you?” Purnell asked 
England as the debate concluded. 

“This man we know,” replied the 
park chairman. “We did consider 
two of the men on the list read by 
Mr. Casey.” 


England admitted that one of the 
men was ‘Edward C. Hickey,: but 
said he preferred not to name the 
other, 


months this man will build himself} 
up with the right people and he|| 


will keep the job.” 
Purnell 


questioned Chairman | 


England regarding the recreation || 


superintendent’s duties 


in winter || 


and when the answer indicated the || 
possible use of schools the council-| 
man wanted to know just what the} 


hookup with the School 
ment was. England denied there 
was any hookup, but said that “if 
things broke right,” the Park De- 
partment hoped to make use of 
school rooms, churches and build- 
ings of community agencies. 
Proponents Heard 


Philip C. Ahern of the Pittsfield 
Taxpayers’ Association, Mrs. Gladys 
‘A. Brigham of the Council of So- 
cial Agencies, and Mrs. Harold M. 
Jalonack of the League of Women 
Voters spoke briefly in favor of the 
Perry appointment. 

Councilman Lake wanted to 
know if Ahern favored an exam- 
ination to fill the post, and the re- 
_ply was that while this might seem 
desirable, there was no doubt that 
an experienced man had _ been 
picked to fill the post. Ahern said 


there were “no takers” for the job) 


' it was opened up a few years 
0 -at a $3000 salary. 

Mrs. Brigham called attention to 
the Brightbill recreational survey 
here six years ago which showed 
the need for a trained recreational 
director. She said children don’t 
cease to play in winter and an all- 
year-round program was needed. 


Depart- || 


ke 
/3 


Playgrounds Close Tomorrow, } 


Season’s Attendance, 75 000 - 


The city playground system will 
close tomorow noon after one of 
the most active seasons in recent 
in the 
is eStimated: by 
as 


years. Total attendance 
nine-week period 
Edward S. Hickey, 
more than 75,000. 


director, 


Hickey had a staff of 18, all 
school teachers, and he terms the 
program a successful one marked 


by excellent co-operation. 


playgrounds wan 

Tuesday night at.@lapp 
there was an all-playground & 
Show featuring Joe E. Brown, 
Berkshire Industrial School 


fl?" 
tie 


a tumbling ‘exhibition: Five hun- 
dred attended. A Wedtesday eve- 
hing amateur. show at Pitt Play- 
ground drew 700, 
|_ The municipal bathine beach at 


Most of the closing eelebrations| Pontoostc Lake will remain open 
were held in advance of epepy S| adugh Labor Day. 


‘rain. 


Yesterday. at the Common 
there were a field day anda two- 


An excellent. harvest has been 
reported from gardens rented to 


hour amateur vaudeville show Ne es at Springside Park, wat | 


jan attendance of 1090. 


— 


Letters 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


small-that“he had to get himself a 


All the 


; 
and sailors now in service would 
be deprived of the privilege of re- 
cording themselves on the ques- 

i , tion. 
Regimented Recreation haste in rushing through an es- 
pecially created job for a candi- 
- A**Pittsfield. policeman. resigned!date.from Painted Post. 
one ‘day last: week. The pay is so ess matter 
who’ve had experience if we must) 


So one wonders why the 


What’s 
with Hickey or. Lyons) 


other hometown ~<products| 


better job. Four, maybe five; more|/pave regimented recreation for, our 


xpected to resigniboys and girls? 
cesar | tea tae it just occurs to me that the thou- 


sands of Pittsfield boys who have 
fought 


within a few days because they. 
can no longer get along. on the 


And by the way,, 


so valiantly in Europe, 


niggardly pay that the city Of|Africa and the Pacific got along 


Pittsfield pays them. General Elec- 


tric police are better paid than the 
icity police. Their working condi- 
tions are better and their uniforms 
and. equipment are furnished by 
their employer. 

With a fine disregard for the 
present underpaid city officials, the 
council has just created a new po- 
sition—recreation director—at a 
salary of $3800 a year. With the 
exception of the mayor and super- 
intendent of schools whose salary 
is fixed by the school committee, 
the new recreation director will be 
our highest paid city employee, 
tying with the commissioner of 
public works but topping the chief 
lof police, city clerk, city solicitor, 
chief of the fire department and 
the rest . A few weeks ago the 
mayor refused his approval of a 
referendum because our soldiers 


very well 
playtime activities under the guid- 


without regimented 


ance of anyone from the straw 


hat circuit. 
A. C. DANIELS. 
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Citizens’ E. 


Tennis Courts: Proposed for 
Next Summer—Blue Anchor 
Social Center Considered 


> p T : td 1 * ie ) ; 
ns’ Groups To Guide | 
City. Recreation, S Aes 
. 
City, Recreation, Says Head |/Named City 
xf, Park Foreman 
i a ae Pittsfield Man If 
"(ia aa 9 eee ; _ rooms, wi e| ; | | 
pay OY Oe eee cit-| painted, new windows put in and Will Succeed | 
cornny as-| other minor repairs made during | H J W 14 
phases of the recreational and de- ates nial as sprnee Fane Mr. | ie lade Ie also 
ilvelooment. pr Colbert . as been found to have | Wel vs Pa: i ) 
eta programs which si fox no structural defects. The build- eS Boardman, 477 Holmes, 
Jackson J. Perry, superintendent|!™& Was inspected by Building lor th aes been appointed foreman 
of parks and recreation, secured|Superindentent Frederic\Van Wie. | os 1 rephiels wit Gat Siren ce Soa 
approval of this policy from ‘the Sponsoring the proposed social pro-|| nea ’ it was announced today by: 
|Park Commission ata meeting last| Stam, will be @.group of six adults | ee B. England, chairman of 
jnight. He announced that a repre- and six youths who will work son He e Park Commission. He succeeds 
jsentative committee of tennis en-| plans with Mr. Perry ~ || Harry J. Watson, who resigned to, 
thusiasts is being formed to advise} the superi a }\become field representative of the 
and plan concerning the construc-|, Le superintendent said he hopes! Florists’ Telegraph Delivery. His 
tion of municipal tennis courts in mn ime to surround every phase appointment will be effective Oct. 1, 
E Esa! location next year. The Seth Zp ares hay ies _ Mr. Boardman 
epartment is studying the possi-|~~.*y). INILLEES- his, he Sheffield, son of Edwi 
ilities for making a start rion the|Pointed out, will make for a con- Vie Se 


correction of perhaps ‘the outstand-|""uing policy. Park commission-| graduated from hig in’ 
ing deficiency in the recreational|*"s and employees “come and go,”! Ypsilanti, Mich.. rage ae the! 
facilities of the community, and|" said, but such a committee} New York State Rangers School of 
hopes to build a “battery” of six would be permanent with always! Forestry. at Wank kaena “N.Y. H 

or more courts as the first move. |@t least two or three long time) has beeen employed 5 1-2 vents 
Blue Anchor. Plans members. jon. the grounds of Mrs. Donald M. 


Another citizens’ group will be|_. Phe commission last night inter-’ |Weston’s home. He also has filled 
formed to-assist-with the manage- anes four candidates for the) {an essential war job in the Byron. 
ment next summer, of a recrea- Ale Fi dag ek ae No appoint- |Weston paper mill im Dalton. — 
tional building, part of the present| mon \ooroe 2 made, said Chair-|| As foreman, Mr. Boardman and 


Blue Anchor Clubhouse bought by Spine caea me ee came of ey bs family will occupy the care- 


the city this year. The north wing ONEE 

; possible erection of a gr 
of the clubhouse will be torn down | with consession facilities, Sa Hoe 
this fall by park workmen. Théja field house with public toilets 
south wing, containing a basementlat Wahconah Park. 
and two upper floors with a social ‘action was taken. 


——- —— 


man, prominent dairy farmer. He; 


at Springside Park. Mrs. Board- 

Fase is by Paes Miss Agnes 

ts, | Dorsey 0 mherst and taught 

No definite | school in Sheffield. They have ae 
| children, 

_ After completing the forestry 
school course, Mm Boardman was 
employed. ‘by the 
‘Nursery, Framingham. He 
foreman of the CCC camps at New 
‘Lenox and Becket for two and one- 
‘half years. 


Waheonah St. 
Land Taken — 
For Park "% 


» 


New Entrance,| MD 
Parking, Other 
Facilities Proposed | 


An order of taking of two par-| 
ecels of land on Wahconah Street | 
iwas filed today by the City of} 
Pittsfield through order of the, 
Park Commission. The property| 
|was owned by Louis Albert. The 
icity has awarded him $4049.80. The 
Jorder was filed with Registrar Wal- }. 
ter S. Dickie in the Central Berk-| 
\shire Registry of Deeds. James: M. 
| Rosenthal, city: solicitor, acted «for 
}the municipality. | 
| The commissioners will convert 
‘|the property for a new entrance to} 
|Wahconah Park, wide enough to} 
‘|admit vehicles presently barred in | 
{the original narrow passage from || 
‘lthe street. A parking lot will be 
'|developed and a sewer connection 
'|made to permit the operation of a 
‘\field house with toilets, a facility 

now lacking. 
The order was approved in form 
by the Park Commission last night, 


chase a Chevaolet truck of one and 
one-half tons, trading in a used 


| 
The commission also voted to pure 
machine and -paying $1102 to the | 


‘South Street Chevrolet Inc, 


i 


. Boardman 


[Park Carnival 


ma 
| 


; 
| 


is a native of} 
Board- | 


'\taker’s suite in Springside House . 
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was 
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Proposed for | 
| A i LTT 
Next Winter | 


Skating, Skiing, 
~ Other Facilities 
May Be Improved 


. | 
| ‘The newly-formed winter sports} 
‘committee of the municipal Park) 
land Recreation Department, last 
night, recommended the wolding of} 
a winter carnival in the coming) 
-season. with speed-skating, ski 
‘events ,a winter sports ball and a} 
‘winter queen contest. Jackson J. 
‘Perry, superintendent, said varlous}) 
‘groups will be invited to help with || 
‘the program. | 
_ Hiring of a competent instructor || 
for skiing, the formation of a sub}: 
‘committee for speed-skating, and 
‘the reservation of park areas for || 
i'these sports were recommended. | 
'The group also favored the light-|. 
‘ing of the hockey rink at  the|' 
Common anda ski hill at Spring- || 
_ \field Park. It is proposed to have}. 
three seperate snow areas desig- |. 
‘nated on Clapp Park hill for coast-|" 
‘ing, tobogganing and skiing. | 
. Major skating rinks are’ recom), 
‘mended for the Common, Spring-]) 
Clapp and Deming parks. || 
Neighborhood rinks were suggested} | 
for King Street, Coolidge Play-|| 
ground and Wahconah Park at the | 
\north end, | 
The committee will sponsor an}. 
\educationa program among skiers | | 
land skaters concerning the proper}. 
‘equipment for efficiency, and safe-|. 
ty. Recommendations will be com- 
piled in mimeograph form and dis- 
ributed. 
i Another meeting will be held 
1 Oct. 15 with the original group of 
10 augmented, said Mr. Pery- 


| 
| 


‘ 
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‘Boardman Ordered Out of 
Park Post by Civil Service 


William F. Fitzgerald, World War 1 19 
Veteran, Eligible for Position, 4 
Vay 


Park: Commission Is Told 


° 3 F a9 . . 
icity clerk this morning by the|48 hours and get time and one half} 


WS 


P ark Department ‘Seeks We 


69 Per Cent Budget Raise Ms 


Salaries and Wages Item Is Up $29,766 
Including Increase of $300 for 
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 


The expanding municipal Park,$21,649. Wages of the labor Mayen 


and Recreation Department asks a|would be jumped from $30,258 to 
1946 appropriation of $99,539.64,/$42,505. The hourly rate to be paid 
representing an increase of morejlaborers is the same as for those 
than 69 per cent over the $58,574/of other departments with the 
budget for 1945. The request was | same rating. Park workmen, due 
filed with Mayor Fallon and the,to the manpower shortage, work} 
Park Commission, 'for eight hours.. As soon.as com- 

Of the total budget, $77,805.64 is|petent labor is available, the force 
for salaries and wages, compared! will go on 40-hour schedule: 
with $48,084 last year. The salary| ~The explanatory statement ac-| 


recreation, Jackson J. Perry, is 
recommended at $4100. When he 
was engaged to begin work last 
Sept. 1, the salary was set at $3800. 
The budget comparison reveals 
that $2092 was spent for this item 
in four months. 

Other boosts in the salary and 
i\wage section include $2600 for the 
addition of a supervisor of girls’ 
activities, playgrounds and commu- 
nity centers and $2800 for a super- 
visor of recreational athletics. The 
item for foreman of parks and rec- 
reation, is up from $2600 budgeted 
for 1945 to $2800. An item for sec- 
jretary is $1352, compared with an 
expenditure of $304.22 for 
time services the past year. 


part 


companying the tabulated budget, | 
cites that the budget is the equiv- 
alent of $1.85 per capita, whereas 
the “standards” call for a $3 per} 
capita appropriation “to do a 
proper job.” The statement is 
made that with the requested 
budget “we aire sure that we can 
get a well-rounded park and 
recreation program under way 
here in Pittsfield.” The state-| 
ment says that the addition of a 
supervisor of girls’ and women’s 
activities is a “must” if the de-| 
partment is to meet any of the 
needs of the girls and women of 
high school 


those proposed for 





William F. Fitzgerald 


Wilham F. Fitzgerald, 55 
Lenox Avenue, one of four 


cants for the position of foreman of 
the Park Department, and a vet- 
-eran of World War I appeared 
today to be the most eligidle for 
the job after the Park Commission 
received orders from Civil Service 
Director Thomas A. Greehan of 
Boston, that the present foreman 
| must be fired in seven days. 

The foreman, Loring G. Board- 
man, 38, was given a provisional 
appointment about three months 
ago and lives with his family. in 
Springside House at Springside 
Park. The civil service director 
in a letter to Monroe B. England, 
chairman of the Park Commission, 
said the commission is forced to 
withdraw approval of Boardman 
because he is not a veteran, 
because Fitzgerald is qualified by 
being a veteran of World War I. 
Boardman formerly was a garden- 
er at the Donald Weston estate. 


of 21 


The other two applicants for the 


position were Louis W. Marcel, 


7 Burbank Street, acting 


;Ssuperintendent of 
appli- | 


Loring G. Boardman 


the  Pitts- 
field Cemetery, who is not a vet- 
eran, and Guy C. Miller, 62 Sadler 
Avenue, an employee of Byron- 
Weston in Dalton, who is a veteran 
but said this noon: “I am no longer 
interested in the Pittsfield job be- 
cause I am very well satisfied out 
here. in Dalton.” 

With Miller eliminating him- 
self from the list of applicants, 
Fitzgerald remained as the only 
veteran eligible under the ruling 
of the Civil Service Commission. 
Mr. England was in Boston today 
and consequently was not avail- 
able for a statement about the ac- 
tion to be taken by the Park Com- 
mission. 

Fitzgerald Served Gverseas 


Mr. Fitzgerald, one of four 


and | brothers who volunteered for the 


Army in World War I, went over- 
seas with the 14th Engineers, nick- 
named “the vanguard of the 
American Army in France.” He 
spent 21 months in Europe before 
returning home, 

In his original application to 


| the local board, Fitzgerald wrote} 
}a letter stating his qualifications 


for the position of foreman, which 
pays $50 a week with free house 
rent. For eight years hea was em- 
ployed by the National Park Serv- 
ice, serving at the Pittsfield State 
Forest, Bash Bish Falls in Mount 


Washington and at the Mount Tom |}: 


State Reservation in Holyoke. He 
was at the Pittsfield Sta'tte Forest 
for two years, Bash Bish one year 
and:the remainder as superintend- 


E of the superintendent of parks and 


Labor Force Pay Raised |cation supervisors. It says that a 


Part time employment for activi-|} fy) ‘me pee Mere pe 
ties supervision would be increased Dien acide 9 ily SS ae 
from $8049.63 spent this year to plant part time help which is un- 

Satisfactory due to the short time 
those employed can devote to the 
work. With such a staff member, 
Says the statement, “the results 
of his work will be very notice- 
able through the type of athletics 
played by representative Pittsfield 
teams” and that 
athletics for. the masses. 
other changes ‘under salary are 
raises for staff» niembers, which 
the statement says will “repay in| 
a@ small way, competent personnel 
| who are doing excellent work.” 
| Other Figures 
_ Another budget item is for $2484 
‘in salaries for supervisors of a new 
fall and spring playground pro-| 
gram. This is an after-school plan.,| 
An item of $5075 is_ included for| 
swimming, with .provision for a/ 
summer swimming. supervisor and| 
for the: conduct of the Onota Lake! 
beach. Although Onota has been! 
|closed two seasons because of the| 
lake’s use as an auxiliary water 
supply, the“ budget explanation 
Says. provision should be made 
should the lake be usable. For the 
operation of community centers 
are.unspecified places, the depart- 
ment asks $2560 for personnel. It 
proposes to spend’ $2200 for winter 
sports supervision: | 

For expenses outside of salarie 

and wages, the department as 
$21,734 compared. with expend 
tures of $13,533.9% in the past year. 
The principal inereases are ~ for: 
Materials and supplies, $3554 com- 
pared with $2315; rent, $2223 com-. 
pared with ($426; | landscaping,| 
$1000 compared with $742; hard- 
‘surfacing roads and improving; 
areas, $2000 compared with| 
$929.78; physical improvements! 
jand~ enlargement of 
\Park zoo, $3000. 
The rental figure includes: Com: 
munity centers, $1440; neighbor-. 
hood. movie halls, $468; basketball 
eagues, $315, 


Springside} 


it would assure; 
The} 


the city, the salary in line with| 


teachers and paid to physical edu-| 
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and be able to draw out almost/public know just what they are) 


Park Foreman 


_|Exam To Be ; — 


\ 


E Requested raf bi 


Filled on | 


Temporary Basis it 


Vacancy Not To Be | 


The Park Commission will not ap- 
point William F. Fitzgerald to tne, 
provisional foremanship of the de-. 
jpartment’s labor force, notwitn- 
standing his protest about the in- 

cumbency of Loring G. Boardman 
with the consequence that the state 
Civil Service Commission ordered} 
jthe Park Commission to \ relieve, 
Boardman. | 
_ Fitzgerald has veteran’s prefer-| 
ence, as the result of his Worid) 
War I military service, and there-| 
fore was entitled to protest Board-| 
jman’s holding of the position with-' 
jout veteran’s preference. But the) 
Park Commision is not bound to 
name a provisional foreman tc take 
Boardman’s place, pending the es- 
tablishment of a permanent eligi- 
bility list. Instead, the commission) 
will call for an immediate qualify-| 

ing examination. 


} the record in the minutes rela-| 
|tive to this action taken at a spe- 


|Park Dept. Budget 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 

I was interested in the Park De- 
partment budget for 1946 asking a 
169 per cent increase in appropria- 
tion over .1945. 


_. The salary of the superintendent 
‘of parks is: listed at $4100; only 
|four months.ago he was satisfied 
'with $8800... At least we were so 
‘told by the councilmen who voted 
\for him. 


The budget reveals that the su- 


four months. Three times that fig- 
ure makes his salary $6276 for the 
‘year. On the salary he was voted 
‘he should have received $1270. 
‘There is something screwy some 
where. 

During, my campaign for coun- 
‘cilman I denounced the appoint- 
'ment and said somebody sold some- 
‘body a-bill of goods, when they 
had to rush it through and call a 
City 








ispecial meeting of the 
Council. 

' As a Citizen and taxpayer of 
Pittsfield, I should like to have the 
City. Council investigate this mess 
_and find out how it is possible to 
appropriate a certain sum of 


smoney for a certain city position 


| 
-perintendent was paid $2092 for 


twice as much in salary. - 
Where is the City Council in not 
demanding that this job be a com- 
petitive civil service position? 

| BUGENE O. SULLIVAN. 
Pittsfield. ; 


Park Board Busiftes 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 

I see the Park Commission. met 
again. I don’t know where but I 
suppose -some place. The story in 
The Eagle’ does not mention who 
attended the meeting or how many 
of the board. It also says upon 
motion duly made and seconded 
but does not say just who made 
the motion or just who seconded it. 

Are they afraid to give the pub- 
lic the whole story of the meeting? 
Is this park board just serving 
themselves or are they represent- 
ing the public? It is about time 
this board got on the ball. 

Why don’t they call for an ex- 
amination immediately for super- 
intendent of parks? The answer is 
they want Mr. Perry Jackson in 
six months to be able to claim a 
residence here. I wonder if they 
think the people can’t read be- 
tween the lines. It’s time this board 
came out in the open- and let the 


Legion Backs F itzgerald 


trying to do. I know all the mem- 
bers of this board and I know it 
must be hard for some of them to 
put up with personal grudge stuff, — 
I hope the new members of our 
City Council will do a job on the 
Park Department and insist they. 
do things out in the open and hold 
their meetings in our City Council) - 
chamber where the public. may) 
attend and know just what, they| 
are doing. They pulled a boner) 
when they appointed Loring Board-| 
man who was not a veteran. Then 
the chairman of the board, Mr.) 
England says that Mr., Fitzgerald’ 
was not qualified to do the work) 
of the park foreman. But when) 
William F. Fitzgerald proved to| 
the Civil Service Commission that} 
he was qualified and they so noti- 
fied the park board of its findings} 
and ordered the park board: to let}. 
Mr. Boardman out, the commission | - 
decided they didn’t need the job) 
filled but will still keep Mr. Board-} 
man but under a different title. | 


‘This board seems to do just as they | - 


please. They meet any time or any} 
place they see fit and just suit 
themselves, Their actions of late’ 
are just playboy stuff and they, 
should admit it to the public. 
Pittsfield. DAN CASEY. 


| : 
{man was a necessary one up to the/) 
\moment the commission received 


cial meeting of the commission iast! the ruling that a veteran must get}, 


For Park P 

|| night: / ee or ATC ost Appointment \the job; now it is all right to leave 
| Upon motion duly made and! | it open.” | 
seconded, it was voted unani- | | ‘Legion Resolution | 


pee, that oh job classifica- Says Commission’s Present Policy Is | The Legion resolution:  ‘“Re-} 
mee Dore Lov emIan not. pe ‘solved that Pittsfield Post No. 68 


1} 
A Subterfu —— ISerTIM, ° | 
; Beran | e Char 
filled on a temporary basis afier 2 ges Discrimination ‘of the American Legion request the 


the incumbent leavy i signe | pee 310. 
een The commission feels that Against a Veteran jappointment of William F. Pitz] 
| ne Bela a pees: City | Charging discrimination by the Ronan ot the municipal oars in 

cants, this position enoula be _ |Park Commission and terming its ‘accordance with the ruling and}! 

_ |present policy “a subterfuge to get \recommendation of the Department |} 
, |around Civil ‘Service rulings,” the 


Loring Boardman’s incumbency. 
Because of this protest the Civil 
Service Commission ordered Board-| 


fill king irec Baie ; 
ed by asking the state director man relieved. It has been an- of\.Civil Service; that a copy of the 


of civil service to call, for an ex- : , 
eee resolution be spread upon the min- 


amination 


ers may choose a_ person io ill 
this position on a permanent basis. 


immediately so that | 


the Board of Park Commission- | |begion last night passed a resolu- 


| 


| Pittsfield post of the American 


‘tion requesting the appointment 

‘in of 
Veteran William F, Fitzgerald as 
‘temporary foreman of the munic- 
Ipal parks. 

A blistering denunciation of the 
| Park Commission’s action in the 
pmatter was made by a majority 
| of the Legionnaires present at the 
monthly meeting, Comdr. Harold 
'R. Goewey reported this morning. 


jin the discussion that preceded 


| passing of the resolution, it was 
|brought out that the Division of 


-|Civil Service had stated Fitzgerald 


jwas qualified for the position, and 
jin that, the post concurred. — 

| The Legion’s action is a result of 
|}a protest made by Fitzgerald, a 


i World War I veteran, about E. 


| 
i 


t 


nounced that when he resigns next 
Tuesday, he will be appointed a 
motor operator. The Park Com- 
mission is taking steps to secure 
an immediate qualifying examina- 
tion for a permanent appointment 
for which veterans’ preference does | 
not apply. 

That a veteran “was being dis- 
criminated against by the local 
Park Commission or its chairman” 
was the main point brought out in 
the discussion, Mr, Goewey said. It 
was asserted that the position of 
eee operator, newly created for 

‘aman, is a subterfu 
around the Civil bine 
taining 


to Fitzgerald’s 
ment. 


"This position of park fore-| 
Legion | 
(Continued on Page 15), 


Service ruling per- | 
appoint-, 


‘laround,” and, he said, 


utes'.of the meeting and a copy sent} 
to thomas J. Greeham, directors of 
rt Division of Civil Service and to}; 
|Monroe B. England, chairman of 
the Park Commission, and to the} 
‘local press.” 

Legion members stated the post 
lshould ask for an early examina- |{ 
‘tion for the permanent position of |j 
jforeman and also for the position |} 
lof park recreation director, now 
‘held by Jackson J. Perry. Several 
‘veterans wish to take this exami- 
nation, Mr. Goewey said: 
| He added that several members |f 
of the new City Council were pres- | 
lent at the meeting and were en- {fj 
| thusiastic about the resolution. 
| 


Mr. Goewey stated that speakers 
last night insisted that veterans get 
and not be “kicked 
the Legion 
| intends to see that this is done. | 


| their rights 
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Archie Sloper’s Nomination ] he A r ch l e S loper A P Pp Ol n f ed 4 


Is Wholly Admirable ae eM wi f= | | 
Since ie saith been ee of sees om Ss fa te onserva f e ) 
overnor Tobin’s appointments in the past, | 3 y I} Of | H ead | 


we should be less than fair if we did not 


sing out when, in. our opinion, he makes an Special to THE EAGLE | 
Mount Greylock State Reservation, 


é BOSTON—Archibald K. Sl 
admirable one. Our satisfaction with Bees . sloper, Cc pee seer, 
chairman of the Pit ic Ss ommission and in 1936 planned a © 
| ee long-term forest restoration: pro- 


Archie K.-Sloper’s. nomination as state | poe. 

aes : y : atl t [Some On, was today nominated gram in conjunction with Dr. A. C. 
commissioner of conservation springs No |by Gov. Maurice J. Tobin to be Aine of Eervacd University, |G 
from the fact that he is a neighbor but be- ithe state commissioner of conser- was the executive officer of the’ 
cause here is an example of an appointment vation. He will succeed Raymond commission during the CCC devel- 


2 : ; ; opment - program: in conjunction) 
of a man to a position for which he is eml- Je Kenney, department career ad- with state and federal aaencles | 
|ministrator who was appointed Mr, Sloper, the governor cited, | 


has been on the Pittsfield Park 


i 


nently qualified by training, by experience |director of the forestry division 


and by a vast enthusiasm for the whole sub- 
ject to be under his administration. Hap-. 
pily, too, he is the nominee for a job which 
he did not seek but which sought him out. 
An unfortunate aspect of the appoint- 


"ment is that Mr. Sloper’s nomination loses 


Pittsfield a first-rate chairman of its Park 
Commission. It also demotes Mr. Raymond | 
J. Kenney, a career man in the department | 


whose replacement is somewhat palliated, | 
however, by the report that an important | 


place is to be reserved for him in the de- 
partment. We have always found Mr. 
Kenney capable and co-operative with no 


|}when his term as commissioner ex- 


pired. 

The Executive Council proced- 
ure calls for postponement of ac- 
tion on the appointment for one 


|week unless rules are suspended 
|}to permit immediate approval. 


The salary of the conservation 
commissionership is $6000 per year, 
or an amount not in excess to be 
determined by the governor and 


council. 
Accomplishments Cited 


In making the nomination, Gov. 
Tobin pointed out that Mr. Sloper 


jorganized the Pittsfield. municipal 
| reforestation commission and served 
juntil 1925 when the program for 
jplanting 1,250,000 trees on the 


Commission several years and has 
instituted a yearly program of 
stocking Onota Lake with bass. He) 
has been a pioneer in the develop-~ 
ment of recreational facilities, in- 
cluding ski trails on the Mount 
Greylock Reservation. | 

The governor noted that Mr.’ 
Sloper has been an active propon-| 
ent of the movement to cleanse the | 
Housatonic River of pollution. His 
project to obtain easements from 
abutters along the riveroank was. 
the first of its kind attempted in’ - 
this state. 


Other appointments sent in by’ 
the governor were: Dr. Daniei J. 
Kiley of North Attleboro to be fa 
medical examiner of the first Bris- 
tol district, James F. Carens of 


lwatershed was completed. In 1922 


iti r personal axes to rind. His | 
political or p a 8 he built the first fully equipped 


political leanings are unknown to US. 
Neither do we know what his administra | 


Newburyport as justice of the Dis- 


ee ee truck in Western Massa-| = a Epcrtet OE aes DN Ur DOE Ea ar 
chusetts. ARCHIE K. SLOPER, named con- 


Daniel F. Galdin of Boston to be! 
trustee of the Boston State Hospi- 


gr PT 


Sh Oy Ee 


a 


tive shortcomings may have been to make | 
his replacement, in Governor Tobin’s opin- 
ion, desirable. While it is our opinion that 
the state service is the gainer in morale 
and accomplishment when career men in 
departments know they have a chance to 
rise to the top and stay there if they pro- 
duce, Mr. Sloper conceivably may be a bet- 
ter commissioner than Mr. Kenney. At any | 
rate, in defense of Governor Tobin, here is. 


a situation where a good man replaces an | 
equally good man. As such it is progress. 

Mr. Sloper has the background, imagina- | 
tion and drive to make ene of the best | 


conservation commissioners, the Common- 


wealth ever had. Berkshire County to a} 


man will wish him well. He is the type of 
public servant who could well stay on in- 


definitely to the benefit of Massachusetts, | 


since conservation of necessity is a long 


range proposition where continuity of serv- | 


ice is important and almost essential. | 
Mr. Sloper probably has no illusions 
about this, however, since he can well re- 
member that he was replaced on the Grey- 
lock Commission by even so usually ai 
circumspect politician as former Governor 
Saltonstall. Since, however, a start needs 
to be made somewhere and believing Mr. 
Sloper so eminently qualified for the posi- 
tion, we would suggest that it is about time 
to take this department out of politics. 


Future administrations on Beacon Hill, 


Republican or Democratic, would do the 
Commonwealth a favor by looking at the 
record of Mr. Sloper, which we are confi- 


dent will be brilliant, before enquiring 
whether he has a D or R behind his name 


on the lists of the Registrars of Voters. 


— 


~ 


——— 


Eddie Hickey 


Is Too Good 
For the Kids 


Thirty-one year old Eddie Hic- 
who. was pitching good ball 
when members of the Springside 
#--~ were infants, pulled an aus- 
picious comeback Wednesday 
i.urning Ow the Common in hurl- 
ing the Park Department instruc- 
tors to a 4-2 win, over the Senior 
League champions. He allowed 


only two hits, and struck out eight 


in the five-inning game. 
The oldsters scored three times 


on Jackie Lander in the first in-| | 


ning. They made six hits. 
Joe Canavan, first baseman for 


the instructors, hit a home run. In} | 


the fall, winter and spring he is 


principal of Plunkett Junior High. |! 
The score by innings and the|. 


batteries: 
rhe 


Instructors «2... 3010 AO ea ae 


Springside ...--. OO O01 1—2 2 3 


‘Hickey and Simmons; Lander} 


and Bianchi. 


nouns: 


He served as a member of the| servation commissioner, 


tal. 


The Note Book 

| By JH. 

In the Wake of the News 

_ Archie Sloper will be 60 years of | 
age the present year. The Kirkland, 
this middle name (Archibald Kirk-| 
lend Sloper), derives from his: 
‘mother. His people on that side) 
_were Canadian-Scotch. The father, | 
coming from Scotland, settled in 
| Canada. Archie’s father, Mr. Charles 

1‘ W. Sloper, was a member of the; 
real estate and insurance firm of 
Bante & May who had offices in} 
what was then The Wendell Annex, 
| directly south of the hotel. He was 
e veteran of the Civil War, and]. 
prominent in G.A.R. circles. He 
hever missed a Sunday Memorial 
service, or the exercises of Memo- 
‘vial Day, and often was a member || 
of the committee on speaker. Archie | 
has one brother, Harry W. | 
hah hrs 
| Archie’s appointment is for three j 
| years and the salary is $6009 and’ 
| I assume, as in the case of other 
‘public officials, travel and such, 
necessary expenses. i 
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Richmond Ponc.z 

| &: dy ) p.: d* | 
Right of Way * wv? | Being Issue an? 
To Be Established | At High Rate | 
| Chairman Frederick H. Purches | | Canning sugar. has been issued | 


| County Commissioners from the Pittsfield Rationing 


‘of the 
‘stated today that now that the | Board at the rate of 1200 pounds. 
a day for the past 10 days, it was | 


Legislature’ has passed an act pro- | | | 
viding for the establishment by the | stated this morning. From Aug. 10] 
to 20, a total of 12,150 pounds was 


County Commissioners of a right | 

GENCY, 10% ee pu eH aa ae \issued on 121 applications, coveneg 
fees, meas to rahead with the 2430 persons. Since the first 9 
oa 

details vot establishing the layout. 

The county board will take up the 

matter with the Pittsfield Sports- 

men’s Club, sponsors of such a} 
lright of way, to get suggestions 

from the club members. The lay- 

out, as established by the county 

board, has to meet with the ulti- 

mate approval of the State Depart- | 
ment of Public Works, 


—-—- 


| Canning Sugar. 


\been granted Pittsfield canners. 


These applications are now bhe- 
ing processed on a current basis 
for almost the first time since the 
season opened, because of the let- 
Jup in other rationing work. 


The board reminded those who 
are applying for their second al-| 
jlotment of five pounds each that 
{no application is necessary but that 
a letter must be written, giving in- 
{formation as to the amount of su- 
gar already allowed and the 
amount of food canned with it, how 
much additional sugar is needed 


pe Riga a ag = Me™ p= IE 
City Notes ans 


—Lawrence J. Maloney of 64 


{Seymour Street is on vacation from 
jthe Berkshire Auto Company. He 
| spending a few days in New} 


ork. 
—Miss Daphne B. Smith of 31 


| Wendell Avenue is on a week’s va- 


cation from her duties as photogra- 


| Pher and reporter for The Eagle. 





| August, 37,950 pounds of sugar has | 


—James J. Reynolds of 19 Wal- 
lace Place is in a serious condition 
jat St. Luke’s Hospital. Admitted 
|to the hospital yesterday, he is suf- 
|fering from a cerebral hemorrhage. 

—Mrs. Walter R. Wilson of Sun- 


|rise Street underwent an acute ap- 


|pendectomy at House of Mercy yes- 
| terday. ’ 


} 


—George Raymond King, assist-| 


jant preacher. at Berkshire Fellow- 
| Ship, left Sunday for Philadelphia. 


—Robert Waltermire of 180 Ono- 


—Dr. Joseph W. Farrel of 81 
|Pollock Avenue has been called to 
| Newark, N. J., by the serious jll- 


|ta Street is ill at his home with 
| pheumonia, | 


pees of his brother, John J. Far- 


xk * 


Pittstield Legion To Lead % 


State Convention Parade 


Yes, there will be an American 
Legion state convention parade in 
Boston, Sept. 1, and Pittsfield post, 
as winner of the Claudius Pendell 
community service contest, will 


_|lead it with Dalton post, second in 


the competition, next in line. 


Simultaneously today with the 
announcement of parade plans 
came also the appointment by 
Charles Neilan, state department 
chairman of the victory parade 
committee, of Harold: R. Goewey 
of this city as one of the vice- 
chairmen of the committee. 


118° a4 5 
City Lot Sold ane 

For $55 Edward A. Radke of 338 
Rutledge Avenue this morning 
bought from the city a lot near 
his home. The transaction took 
place at a tax possession sale in 
City Treasurer H. Edward Hayn’s 
office. 

The property is designated as 
Rutiedge Avenue Lot No. 67 on the 
Assessors’ Lakewood Map 233. The 


| Real Estate Sales 


city has held it since Sept. 24, 1933, | _ == 


and how much wi! 
with it. 


es 


Page Fifteen 


In the original plans, formulated 
before the Japanese surrender, a 
parade was not scheduled but the 
orders have been changed with the 
request that all delegates, members 
of various posts and servicemen of 
World War II wear their uniforms. 
There are 11 delegates from the 
Pittsfield post and several other 
members are planning to attend 
the three-day convention which 
will open Thursday night and 
continue through Friday and Sat- 
urday. The parade will start at-2 
Saturday afternoon. 


The First Service Command will 
send a limited number of troops 


{and several bands to participate in 


the event which will also include 
bands from the First Naval Dis- 
trict, the Wacs, State Guard and 
Legion paraders representing every, 
post in the commonwealth. 
Appointment of Col. Armand J. 
Lamoureaux, provost marshal. of 
the First Service Command, as 
chief marshal of the parade was 
announced today by State Com- 
mander Thomas F. Mackey. 


Bee Pr LPh# ps Psy we oe 


be canned 


Ba. 


yay 


| sistant at St. 


| Rev. Conrad Tyzynski 


|with a high mass. 


Funerals 


Mrs. Katherine Stapleton 


A private prayer service for Mrs. 
Katherine Stapleton, 93, who died 


in Oxford, N. Y., was held at the 


| Wellington Funeral Home this aft- 
ernoon at 2. Rev. John Evans, as- 


Mrs. Anna Sarmuk 
The funeral of Mrs. Anna Sar- 


|) muk was at 9 this morning at, Holy 


Family Church with a high mass. 
Rev. Valentine Teclaw officiated. 
Two other masses were celebrated 
at the same time on side altars by 


and Rev. 
Stanley Palezynski, O.M.C. Rev. 


| Francis Keaney, assistant at St. 
| Ann’s Church, Lenox, 
| William F, Allen, D.C.L., assistant 


and Rev. 


at St. Mary’s, attended within the 
sanctuary, Bearers were Jerome 


Paliwoda, John Woitkowski, John/ 
| Chrostowski, Paul Supranowicz, 


Alexander Ciskowski and Leon 
Szewczyk, members of the Polish 


{Roman Catholic Union Society. 


Burial was in St. Joseph’s Ceme- 


|jtery. Fr. Teclaw, assisted ‘by Fr. 
| Keaney, offered prayers at the 


Mrs. Matie E. Ford 
The funeral of Mrs. Matie Ford 


| will be tomorrow morning at 8.30 
at the Drennan Funeral Home fol- |: 


lowed at 9 at St. Mark’s Church 
Burial will be 
in St. Joseph’s Cemetery. 
Survivors include a brother, John, 
Mooney of Mibwautrea, Wis, 


NOFS 1B. a3. 1995 
If. yu OWN a _ roof—that’s 
YOUR, business. 
If it LEAKS that’s OUR BUSI- 
s NESS. 
| James A. McCabe and Nathan|{ “Above all a good roof” 
Shapiro have sold to Irving W. and|{ CALL 
Leona H. Shampnois a house and|} 


lot,in East Pittsfield, | ARTCRAFT ROOFING C0. 


William H. Frank has sold tol{ CENTER-CHURCH STS. 
Ralph V. Frank a house and lot’ on\j DIAL 2-1571 


Elm Street. 8.33 SNS © ener: 
y 


| The estate of Michael E. Hen-|j 
_nessy of Lenox has sold to Hubert|j 

H. Tormey of that town a parcel of|f 
|real estate on Crystal Street,/} 
| Lenox. 


Stephen’s Church, 
| Officiated. Burial was in the Pitts- 
| field Cemetery. 


| 
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[The Referee's Sporting 


By JOHN M. FLYNN 


Don Grieve, Notre Dame out- 


| fielder, is the son of Bill Grieve, 


American League umpire. 


Danno O’Mahoney, the wrestler, || 


: 
| 
| 


|who appeared at the Pittsfield] 


Auditorium, is a GI in Germany. 
: oS 
Burt Wood, a 


\first B-29 raid over Tokyo, is a 
backfield candidate at the Uni-} 
|versity of California. | 


| 
| 
} 
; 


= 


Eddie Jamula of the Pontoosue 
Country Club shot a 78 in the GE 


jgolf tournament at the Country 


|Club Sunday. 


| 


Stan Brodalski of 
[Forest Park had a 79. Steve Wilk 
of Berkshire Hills won low 


jgross, 77. 


Ss 
Coach Johnny Del Negro will) 


jSstart informal drills of the Drury 


High football squad this evening, 
The team will play its first game 


jsept. 15 against Leominster High, 


| 


= 


Greenock Golf-Tournament 


| The Greenock Country Club’s 
annual golf tournament will be|. 


; 


jheld Saturday and Sunday. 


The 


bombardier in the|| 


largest field in years is expected by| 


John T. Waddock, 


chairman of! 
the tournament committee. En- 
trants can play either day and 
przies will be given in various divi- 


sions for 18-hole scores. | 
| 


Jack Conway, Boston sports 


“column about the close of the war. 
} es 


1The Eagle, bowled 


writer, who serves as steward in 
the Great Barrington Fair race | 
meeting, is to be steward at the} 
‘Northampton meet opening Labor! 
Day. James Picarillo, 


ing secretary at Northampton. 
| ———4 


Joe Zeno, formerly Holy Cross] 
and Washington Redskins lineman, | 


was at Fort George Meade, Mad., 
awaiting an overseas assignment 
when news of the Japanese’ sur- 
render was announced. 


Williams Here Tonight 
The Williams College baseball] 
nine will play the Polish Com- 
‘munity Club team at Wahconah/ 
Park this evening at 6. It will be 
jthe second meeting of the nines, || 
the Polish combine having won at] 
Williamstown 8 to 0, 


Fm an 4 
Lieut. Glen Dobbs, most valu- |} 
able player in the 1944 College}, 
All Star-r.” Jootball game at Chi-|| 
cago, won’t be on hand to accept || 
his trophy at Soldier Field Aug. || 
30, when the campus heroes take! 
on the Green Bay Packers. Dobbs, | 
Who starred with the Setond Air| 
Force team last fall, is a special | 
service officer in the Pacific. 
ad 


‘Thanks for Publicity 
This writer has been mentioned || 
over the radio twice recently. Roy | 
Shudt who broadcasts each evening 
over Station WTRY, Troy, N. Y., |} 
expressed the hope that with gaso- 
line rationing lifted I soon would 
be taking in the harness events || 
at the Saratoga Raceway. : 
Mrs. A. H. Kiligas, in ‘her talk || 
over WBRK Saturday afternoon on 
an American Legion program, read 


jan article which I wrote in this} 
! 


Bowled in The Eagle League 

I was pleased to meet Pfc. Man-! 
juel I. Cohen and find him looking || 
so well. Manny, when employed || 
in the circulation department of || 
in The Eagle]: 
league. He was a left-hander and |; 
although he did not try to pus]: 
eae speed on the ball he scored!’ 
well. 


Pfe. Cohen served in Kiska and|’ 
later was with the medical corps}: 
Of the 71st Infantry Regiment in|: 
Germany. While in Paris he was 
photographed with Actress “Mar.|’ 
jene Dietrich. He has been in tne || 
Service since December, 1942, anq|, 
: enjoying a well deserved regc|' 

ere, 


oo 
? 


-- 


assistant}, 
secretary at Pascoag, is to be rac- | 


Chat 


P3932, 
4S” 


JACKSON J. PERRY, new mu- 
nicipal park and playground di- 
rector, ended two days’ visit in 
town, enthuisastic about local 
park properties and his recep- 
tion by representatives of com- 
munity agencies. His first prob- 
lem is to find a house to which 
to transfer his family from an 
Adirondack camp in Pottersville, 
N. Y.,' occupied for the summer. 
He will start work Sept. 4, 


| Proper Transferred 


\/To Sheepshead Bay 


c 


BOSTON—Earl M. Proper, 17, of 
Pittsfield, was transferred today 


with 45 other New England me 


e | 


a | 
A | 
OT 


from the U. S. Maritime Service 
Enrolling Office here to the train- 
ing station at Sheepshead Bay, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., where he. will 
train for duty aboard the ships of 
the U. S. Merchant Marine. 
Proper, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ear! 
Proper of 12 Fern Street, is a 
graduate of Pittsfield High School, 
class of 1945. He competed in the 
weight events with the high school 
track team. His brother, Carl, i 
a radio technician, third 
serving on the U.S.S. Auburn. 


y 3 | 
cane | 


‘Seely, Owen Tied _ 
|For Top Honors — 


|At Country Club 


John C. Seely and Frank J. Owen | 


|Jr., tied for first place in the week- 
\ly tournament at the Country Club 
| of Pittsfield over the week end, 1 
| up. It was match play against 7-8] 
| handicap. 


W. Rankin Furey fin-| 
ished third, even with par, while 
J. M. Stack and George M. Galt!| 


| tie for fourth minus 1. In addition| 
|to tying for first place, Mr. Owen 
| won the special prize for low num- 


| ber of putts with 23. 


The event this week end will be 


Avg. 29, \TNS 


0 


jodd and even with 5-9 handicap-| 
| odd on the first nine ang even the|| 


| second, 





Te Bede; se Cnty Eagle 
Poesgvt BF, VANS 


i 


Our 


‘Berkshires 


Route 7, Vt. 


Bae LOAF, Vt.—We had not 
been up Route 7 since 1942, and 
we were unprepared for the shock. 
At first all was 
familiar, except 

for the complete 

absence’ of an 

maple syrup at 

any of the road- 

side stands. The 
Superb. view 

down the Hoo- 

sac Valley from 

Pownal Moun- 

tain was as 

thrilling as ever, 

and beyond ee 
Pownal, as we neared Bennington, 
familiar billboards reared - their 
ugliness in the landscape. But be- 
yond Bennington the country didn’t 
look right. Something was miss- 
ing. At first we couldn’t make out 
what it was, but retaliation came 
to us aS we approached Rutland. 


_There used to bé a point where, 


as you crested a hill, you expected 
to look north into the valley and 


By WALTER PRICHARD EATON 


instead stared at a fence of bill- 
boards, and a point still nearer 
where you expected to.look at a 
little river by the road and looked 
instead into a billboard slum, Lo! 
when we reached the first point 


jlast week we looked up the valley, 


and when we reached the second 
we saw the river. The billboards 
had disappeared, 


And this obliteration seems to 
have been applied not only to the 


large boards advertising “national 
products,” but to scores if not hun- 
dreds of smaller signs proclaiming 
local establishments. About the 
only signs left—and they were 
rusty and toppling-—were proclama- 
tions of Burma Shave. There was 
also one large sign, in a field, ad- 
vertising a Treadway inn up the 
line. -Otherwise Route 7 is at the 
moment almost entirely free of 
signs and billboards, save the le- 


| City Council, 


Price Ceilings 
Found in Fairl 


Good Order 3.245 


| 


' 
; 


Price ceilings were found “fairly. 


well in order” in most of the 35 
local apparel stores visited today 
by price clerks of the Pittsfield 
War Price & Rationing Board. Co- 


/operation on the part of the mer- | 
Chants has been good, the sur- 
and checking will con- || 


veyors said, 


‘tinue on others of the 122 appare! 
‘stores here. 

_ Today’s survey was the opening 
of a general OPA price ceiling 
check-up, and will eventually ex- 
tend to stores Selling all products. 


Five clerks from the OPA mailing || 
center were transferred yesterday | 
to the price panel to assist in this || 


work. 

Traffic Lights ,¢. 
Go Back on 7.4% 
Peace Schedule 


The city’s traffic 


|yesterday in compliance with an 


jorder passed Friday hight by the/ 
The stop and go] 


lights will be on from 8 AM to 11 
/PM instead of on the 8-8 schedule, 
Which, was 
‘most of the war. 
lights will blink all night from 11 
PM to 8 AM. 


_—-- 


aX a 


in effect throughout | 
As usual, the]. | 


| lights went] 
|back on the peacetime standard) 





/ 
} 


who had been ill for 
weeks, returned Sunday. 


gitimate signs in front of bus:- 
ness premises, all the way from 
Bennington to Middlebury. One 
of the loveliest roads in eastern 
America is at last deserving of 
its title of, scenic highway. 

Mw % * 

No doubt the war as’ helped. 
Probably many of the establish- 
ments which once disfigured the 
roadsides with local signs—“Six 
miles to Beauty Rest,” and so on— 
have gone out of business. But a 
Steady and persistent campaign of 
Vermont people to arouse public 
sentiment and to procure and en- 
force billboard regulations has 
probably done more. Vermont 
could always make a reasonable 
claims to being the most beautiful 
New England state, and it can cer- 
tainly now make claim to being 
the cleanest. If it c2n hold its 
gains against the return of tourist 
traffic it will put its sister states 
to, shame. 

There was anothér aspect of 
TR a EY CPS anand 


jthe purple loose strife and thal. 
All the}, 
way up 7 the swamps beside the] 
road were brilliant with royal col-}| 
We motored in a purple and} 
billboardless. world and _ reflected] 
how easy it is to keep the her- 
itage of beauty which is ours if} 


| Seven To Be bg ‘ 


|Baptized Sunday - | 


At Pontoosuc \S” 


Seven members of Berkshire 


| 


||Fellowship will be baptized Sun- 


day afternoon at 2.30 at Pontoo- 
suc Lake near Lake Station, Rev. 


H. T. Carpenter and George Ray- 
mond King Officiating. 


dress. at 7.30 by Miss 
Hart, returned 
Lucknow, India, who will show 65 
lantern slides of India at 
Berkshire Fellowship rooms. 


The Misses 


Clara 


Both are grad-| 
Bible Institute 
Mr. Carpenter, 
the past three 


: The bap- 
tism will be followed With an ad-|: 


. . M. j 
missionary froin] 


the} 


Vermont last week which delighted | 


us, and which was, no doubt, the 
result of the war, plus the wet 
summer. 


and then entire fields.covered with 
thick lilac-purple bergamot in rich 


bloom. Scattered here and there || 
through the bergamot were bright 
clusters of golden rod. A little far-|| 
ther north the purple effect was] 
made even stronger by the pres-| 
ence everywhere under the berga-|| 
mot of a mint-like plant with pur-||— 
ple bloom heads held up on stiff,} 
What this plant is]! 


10-inch stalks. 
I have not yet been able to dis- 
cover ,but in places it was so abun- 
dant that with the taller bergamot 
above it converted entire 
into a solid mat of 
purple. 


% * ¢ 


We go to Scotland or Exmoor and | 


rave over the purple heather and 


yellow gorse, but here was as fine | 


a purple and a finer yellow’ car- 


peting our Yankee hillsides, and|| 
beyond was the marching wall of} 
It is a pity]| 
the effect cannot be an annual || 
On the English moors, of | 
course, no trees grow; there has|. 
been nothing but gorse and heath-| 
er for a thousand years, or per-|| 
if the]| 
cows are sold from the pasture or|) 
the lack of manpower eliminates} 


the Green Mountains. 


treat. 


haps ever. But with us, 


mowing, we get such a show for 


a few seasons only. After that the] 
forest begins to take possession of] 
When I first} | 
came to Bread Loaf 20 years ago]. 
there was a large open space on|| 
the mountainside, known as Wid-] | 
ow’s Clearing. Yearlings were pas- 
The inn}, 
sold its herd eight or ten years | 
ago and today from the inn ver-|: 
anda you cannot see any Sign what-|’ 
The forest! 


its ancient domain. 


tured there in summer. 


ever of the clearing. 
has closed over it, 


But the forest has a harder time|| ~ 


recapturing the wet places where 


swamp milkweed grow. 


Ors. 


only we put our minds to it. 


i TPN CURE LLIPCEM ara 


Even before we reached || 
Bennington we saw roadside banks]! 


slopes | 
golc-flecked | 


Ont 
JS 


» 
<3 
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Cross Sends Messages f 
To 14 Prisoners of Japs — x: 


Messages to 14 prisoners of war shot might be sent with each. Mail 
in Japan were collected by the|to prisoners in the Far East has 
‘home service of the Berkshire|/taken from six to nine months to 


'Governor To Decide Whether rnie sek eee 
s : 2 ! ounty Red Cross over the wee arrive. ccording to Re ~Cross 
Paul King Will Be Extradited oe ee ee 


as soon as. prisoners are liberated|livering messages to liberated 
|by Allied occupational forces. prisoners in the Philippines, news 
i Volunteer home service workers|from home is almost as essential 
x) | | telephoned the families of Berk-|as food, clothing eo medical sup- 
° | | {Shire County war prisoners, includ-| plies. Those who fail to receive 
Local Bankers for Arrest—Assistant AZ | ing. ond-of a. summer resident |i may become downhearted or|== 
: eyes Sed | whose next of kin was reached in|worried. Red Cross field directors 
Attorney General Conducts Hearing dd |New York, in order that all may| will attempt to deliver the mes- 
j have messages as soon as they are|sages as soon as camps in and 
released. Arrangements for the|north of Hongkong are freed. The 
special service are the result of co-| British Red Cross will serve the 
operative efforts of the American|southern areas. 
Red Cross, UL S. Army and ee The number of Berkshire County 
agencies of tne U.-S. and Allied! on who are prisoners has been 


Alleged Real Estate Swindler Blames . 


| Governor Maurice J..Tobin will )livan would turf over to him all | 
this week make a decision as to/papers and $1100 in cash, money| 
jwhether Paul F. King, 40-year-old |orders and checks, which he de-| 
alleged real estate swindler, will be |clared “the local police took from| 
jextradited to ee York state to/me without a search warrant or 
janswer an indictment containing/an order of the court.” oddai Be 
three counts of grand larceny, ob- |replied he thought that ae eee governments, 


re at | | Messages were typed on Rea} reduced from 129 held by the Jap- 
taining property under false pre-|ter for the loca] court to determine. | | | “i i 
ensea anatase ction: Talis AbOGt Oitice ‘| /Cross forms, with business and fi-| anese and. Germans before the end 


King, who has been held at the ee nancial matters banned. A snap-'of the war in Europe. 


Berkshire County Jail on interstate |.. S, describing himself as a big) 
SI time real estate rat 1 

Yrendition proceedings for two ; Sperator, told they 
‘months, was given a hearing at his ee eee ate ee his} 
Tequest in District Court this |). ves. Bit nade a the ONES, 
fid'J. Coddaire presiding’ “°° (not ike city ‘offices. because wel 
__ Blaming local bankers for his ar- ainitees oe cashed ently,” “He | 
‘Test in this city “because they don’t © Population of Hureka 


ee mee 


Nurse’s Aides To Continue , 
For at Least Two Years*” 


The Red Cross nurse’s aides will commendation the work of paid 


‘want to see my real estate pro-|W9S Only 85 but insisted his office | 


gram get ahead,” King, who New 
‘York authorities claim “carries his 
_ Office in his hat,” was rebuked by 
‘Coddaire for his remark about “lo- 
;cal bankers,” and was told that 
“Pittsfield bankers are high type 
men and I can’t take any stock in 
jyour statement.” 

| King Tells of Travels 


While the defendant admitted he 
was the Paul F. King mentioned 


on the side road near his 400-acre 
farm was a regular “stricture suit- 
able for doing business of this na-. 
ture.” | 
At one point of the hearing Kino. 
declared that his pret d werd 
known all over the country and| 
we have gone to the President of 
the United States in handling one 
Asked to produce 
correspondence with the 
House, the defendant furnished a 


continue to volunteer for work in 


the hospitals for at least two years, 
according to Mrs. Brenton C. Pom- 
eroy, Pittsfield chairman. A new 
class for day aides will be recruit- 
ed in September. 

Registrations for the course are 
being received now from women 
between 18 and 55 years of age, 
‘with a high school education or its 
equivalent. They must give at 
least 150 hours of service a year 


Army aides and resident and non- 
resident volunteers in Army hos- 
pitals, he said, “These splendid 
women came to our help when 
there was such an acute shortage 
of nurses that we had grave fears 
that the sick and wounded mem- 
bers of the Army would not receive 
adequate nursing care.” Copies of 
his statement have been sent to all 
members of the corps by Mrs. Wal- 
ter Lippmann, national director. 
Application blanks or additional] ’ 


in the indictment he denied that|copy of a letter from W. H. Me: 
jhe was ever in Otsego County, N.|Intyre, former secretary to Presi-/| 
'X., where the crime is alleged to|dent Roosevelt, who informed King ||" 
have been committed. Neither|his correspondence had been re- | 
could he remember. where he was|ferred to the Reconstruction Fin- | 
on the date of the alleged crime— |nance Corporation. Mr. Coddaire | 
‘Aug. 1, 1944 — explaining he is a/read the letter into the records of | 
very busy man, traveling all over | the court “so that you will not mis- | 


vafter an 80-hour training course. |information may be obtained from|" 
__ Recently Maj. Gen. Norman T.! ying Pomeroy or the Red Cross|’ 
| Kirk, Army surgeon general, in @\chapter house, 63 Wendell Aventie. | 
icitation to the corps said: “Testi-s——____._ | f 
‘monials from all over the country 
‘Show that these women have per- 

formed their duties in an out- 

standing manner.” Including in his 


i , ee 
\] 


Nasib B. Simon, 
|\Former Local 


the country “with  secretaries|lead any people ‘in thinking the} 
spread throughout the Uniteq|action of the President of | 
States.” United States was ! 

While King was being held at/lines.” 3 
the Second Street jail the Berk-| Edward J. Burns of Albany, N.| 
|shire County Grand Jury returneg|Y. an investigator for the attor-| 
jno bills in two alleged real estate|mey general’s office in New York | 


thefts in the city. State, represented that | Merchant, Dies 


leattodstichting aes act the hearing. With him were two | : zi 
| York aiate batues pie teh deputy sheriffs of Otsego County, | Petar Say sea eco 
jal conspiracy,” but he was inter-| Ditteud inne Zovernor dees to jly in Lebanon, Syria, according to 
|rupt t thi | 3 or decides to| . ean: | 
Las leah eae fu eu ing =O ea See er | 
{plained he wags not interesteg in Mr. Coddaire said his report of| 6 Mr. Sion. who came to this 
|the merits of the case, but was| @¢ hearing with a Tecommenda- | ‘country in 1894, located in Pitts-|, 
jinterested’ only in his identity,| 10m Will be placed before the Mas- field and established a ‘grocery | 
| where he was on Aug. 11 aia secnusetis eer on F riday. | \business at 35 Cherry Street which 
the acts charged are pee eee sp oand Contin y \he conducted for 23 years and 


Peaee : : ued King’s case to Aug. 29 and} : ; 
crimes in | : | . 
oa He oy York state. denied the defendant’s motion for, we tages patra oe 
Mang told Coddaire that né/a reduction in the $1000 bail ec, Mojames Mev Simon sericea ft : 
| might be able to refresh my mew! tablished several weeks ago by the} iNeJame. Mr. Simon return eh ns] | Officer Merton J. Vincent who 
ory if Chief of Police John L. Sul- cou ? | ee iss pega oun Ore ne OR _ told the court Weisner was driv- 


eS | ing 50 miles per hour on South 
ore: 8 -Bar\INS | | Street yesterday afternoon, 


v 


Probate News ———~ygreys | 


Innkeeper Pleads 
Not Guilty to 


The Berkshire C 


First Speeder Bee 


Since Ban \ 
Lifting Fined $25 


The first speeding case to be 
| brought before District Court 
| Judge Charles L. Hibbard since 
| the 35-mile-per-hour ban on driv- 
_ ing was lifted resulted in a $25 
_ fine this “morning. 

_ The motorist, Charles Weisner 
of Manchester, Conn., pleaded 
| guilty to the charge brought by 


' The inventory of the estate of 
Theresa Bridget Scott, this city, 
shows personal property of $11,- 


Kate Cary 

. 274.14, most of it in savings de- | | | 
House, Lenox, rei Labor Law Charge | 
| rot » BA IFRS | LEE—Mosris F. Wolin, 46-year- | 


Is Sold 9 aw | as old innkeeper, Route 8, Otis, de- 


i 


on complaint of John E. MaclIver, 
pany $10,500 | '\Clark continued the cases until 


nied five child labor complaints in| 
| 
Property Assessed ©. | 
industrial inspector, of Pittsfield, | 

for the Department of Labor and! 

ae 1 nt: 
_/LENOX—Butternut Cottage and : |Sept. 19 for hearing at Wolin’s 
request. Atty. Sybil H. Holmes 


District Court this morning brought | 
For $30,000 in °39. 
Industries. Special Justice Albert’ 
was for the Commonwealth. 


surrounding acreage owned for) 


‘many years by the late Kate Cary| 


iwas sold today for $10,500 to JO-=| 
\seph Reynolds, a state engineer. | 
Mr. Reynolds buys for a home. 
| The sale was made by the Trin- 
ity Church through Frank R.. 
Hagyard, real estate broker. The! 
church inherited the property 
through the will of Miss Cary. 
There are 15 rooms in the house 
which was moved to its present lo-| 
jcation immediately west of Church| 
|Hill by Miss Cary. A coach barn’ 
|with apartment was torn down a/| 


few years ago when Miss Cary 
| 


discontinued her stable of riding 
‘horses and hackney ponies. The 
grounds are bedded with flowers. 


oe 


The complaints alleged violations 
of Chap, 129 of the General Laws 
that the defendant employed in his: 
‘hotel two minors and allowed them | 
to work after 6 PM, that he failed | 
to arrange*’a work schedule within 
a period not exceeding nine ¢on- 
secutive hours, that he did permit 
the minors, after posting regula- 
tions, to work times other than 
‘stated in the notification and that) 
‘he did allow the minors to work 
‘more than eight hours a day. It) 
is also alleged that one of the 
minors was.employed without the 
defendant's filing an employment, 
‘permit, | 


} 
} 
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- Burke under 


F Gouncil Requests Exam Se 
EF or Park Recreation Post at? 


Under suspension of rules the 
City Council last night adopted 
resolutions requesting the Civil 
Service Commission to hold with- 
out. further delay an open com- 


pétitive examination for the posi- 
tion of superintendent of parks 
and recreation; and supporting 
House Bill 518 which, if passed, 
will place Fire Chief Thomas F. 
Civil Service. The 
Council also voted to request 
Mayor Fallon to provide funds for 
plowing unaccepted streets desig- 
nated by the Council. 

'.The park resolution was spon- 
Sored by Councilman Stanley V. 
Wincek of Ward 7 and the fire 
chief measure by Councilman 
Clifford F. Reynolds. Councilman 
Edward T. McGovern introduced 
the motion relative to the plowing 
funds, 

-Wincek’s resolve was ‘passed, 
séven to three, and Council action 
on the other two moves was 
unanimous. Voting for park su- 
perintendent examination were 
Councilmen Wincek, Reynolds, Mc- 
Govern, Patrick J. Callaghan; Ber- 
nard H. Berry, George A. Purnell 
and Edward T. McDonald. Op- 
posed were Councilmen Walter S. 
Marsden, Harvey E. Lake and 
Leonora Goerlach. 

Wincek’s. Argument 

-Councilman Wincek said there 
had been a lot of talk and “much 
maneuvering” on the appointment 
ofa park foreman and a Civil 
Sérvice examination for this posi- 


' tion, finally, had been requested. 


| 
| 


ee, 
' 


| 


: 


‘| and President -Purnell 


4 


,he believed the present superin- 
= |24 unaccepted streets recommended 


“Why make fish of one and fowl 
of the other?” asked Wincek in re- 
questing that a similar competitive 


examination be held for the super- 


intendent’s job. He said he had 
"no prejudice against the ' ap- 
pointee of the Park Commission 
(Jackson J. Perry)” but in: fair- 
ness to all others who are ‘quali- 
fied for the position, especially lo- 
cal returnees' from the armed 
forces a competitive exam should 
be held without delay. 

~Councilman Marsden asked if the 
Council wasn’t “presuming on the 
rights of the Park Commission,” 
replied he 


didn’t think so. He said although 


Mavedent, Lake, Goerlach Vote ae 
Measure—Civil Service for Fire Chief 
Supported—Snow Removal Funds Sought 


tendent was well qualified it wasn’t 
against the spirit of the law to re- 
quest a Civil Service examination. 


Mrs. Goerlach suggested the Park 
Commission be consulted before 
action was taken as she understood 
the commission was planning to 
call for an examination. Roil call 
vote was then taken, and the reso- 
lution was adopted on the split 
ballot. Copies will be sent to the 
director of Civil Service and State 
Representatives. Daniel Casey, Mat- 
thew J. Capeless and Thomas E. 
Enright. 


Councilman Lake told The Eagle 
after the meeting that even thougn 
he opposed the original appropri- 
ation of $3800 a year for supervisor 
of parks and the majority of the 
1945 Council agpuowed he felt that 
no antagonis should be shown 
until the present superintendent 
had been given a fair trial. “Chair- 
man England,” said Lake, “had 
promised a civil service test in his 
proposal, and I saw no reason to 
dispute him at this time. It looked 
to me like a spite resolution, and 
I sensed the hand of a master mind 
at work.” 


Three Change Votes 

Councilman Reynolds’ resolution 
was adopted without debate on the 
same seven to three vote that»pre- 
vailed on the park measure. Later 


in the meeting, however, Council- 
man Marsden expressed a desire to 
change his vote. He gave as his 
reason that he wanted to safeguard 
the pension rights of Chief Burke 
who he said has served the city 
iaithfully and well. Councilman 
Lake thought the procedure was “a 
bit unusual,” that there was con- 
fusion over the subject, and -he 
wanted to know more about it. 


Councilman Reynolds said the 
Legislature couldn’t vote on the 
Civil Service measure without prior 
action by the Council. Mrs. Goer- 
lach said she would like to change 
her vote, and after a motion for 
reconsideration had been passed 
unanimously the roll was called 
again, and Lake, Marsden, and 
Goerlach joined the Council ma- 
jority in voting “yes.” 

Plowing Funds Discussed 
The Council approved a list of 


|for removal of ice and snow by a 


jspecial committee headed by Coun- 
jeilman. Callaghan. 
|Lake said there were citizens in 
ithe hall who would like to be heard, 
land President 


Councilinan 


Purnell assented 


‘but said, first, he would like to 


jexplain. the 


have City Clerk John J. Fitzgeral 
law relative to ap- 


'lpropriations being made in a new 
flyear before the annual budget is 


passed.. Fitzgerald said the law 


$iprohibits the spending of a sum 


greater than was expended on an 


- item in any month of the previous 


year. 


Mayor Approves 
More Items 


In City Budget | 


Five more municipal 


James Fallon just as they were, 


submitted by the heads of the vari-| 
The mayor, inci-| 
dentally, hasn’t made a single cut | 


ous departments, 


as yet. 


The totals are as follows: Debt 
and interest, maturing debt, $178,- 
758.80, and interest on debt, $18,-) 


958.50; interest 
loans, $1500; 
sonal service, $8820 and expense, 


on temporary 


$1605; Fire and Police Signal De- 


partment, personal service, $8037 
and expense, $2925; Board of Ap- 
peals, personal service $200 and ex- 
pense $265; sealer of weights and 
measures, personal service $4760 
and expense ’$719.15. 


Last year no money was 
spent for removal of snow from 
unaccepted streets. 


Eugene O. Sullivan of 90 Exeter 
Avenue contended it was a fallacy 
for special committees of the coun- 
cil to go out Sunday after Sunday 
to view streets and recommend 
some of them for plowing knowing 
full well that no money was to “be 
forthcoming to have the job done. 
He understood the mayor could 
provide the funds, and suggested 
that President Purnell appoint a 
committee to see the mayor. Some 
10,000 people at the- last election 
had voted in favor of the unaccept- 
ed street plowing referendum—a 
far greater total than was-received 
by any candidate on the ballot. He 


considered this a mandate to the); 


Council to see that the streets it 
designated were plowed. 


Purnell assured Sullivan that 
‘it will be taken up with. the 
mayor by the Council,” but pointed 
that Sullivan as a citizen could 
also take it up with. the mayor. 


Arthur Burdick charged that in 
not providing the funds the mayor 
was not living up to the law. He 
proposed that if satisfaction isn’t 
obtained soon, the people living on 
unaecepted streets should take 
legal action. 


Lake Reviews Problems 


Councilman Lake reviewed the 
legal aspects of the problem point- 
ing out that the law says the 
“mayor may appropriate’ money” 
for removing snow from unaccept- 
ed streets. The Council, he said, 
both last year and this year, had 
fulfilled its obligation by designat- 
ing the streets to be plowed, but 
because the job wasn’t done “we 
have been criticized and insulted.” 
Lake reported that he and Council- 
man Wincek had asked Public 
Works Commissioner Canfield S. 
Dickie if the streets would be 
plowed, and his answer was “I am 
not prepared to say at this time.” 
Lake added that “we were also in- 
formed that the city isn’t obliged 
to plow unaccepted streets—that 
this is just a courtesy. 


budget. 
items have been allowed by Mayor 


city treasurer, per-' 


unaccepted streets,” Lake concluc 
ed, “but we have been informed fF 
the city solicitor that we can 
force the commissioner of publi 
works to do the plowing. We ca, 
do no more.’ 


Councilman Wincek then bisa 
duced his motion requesting th 
mayor to provide the  plowin; 
funds. President Purnell and Coun) 
cilman Lake questioned whethei 
such a vote was necessary, but hat 
no objection to its being taken, and 
the motion passed unanimously. | 


Purnell’s Report 

President Purnell reported on\ 
his recent trip to Boston in connee-| 
tion with the bus strike. He said) 
he went down “on his own,” and} 


Chairman Charles H. Cole of the} 
State Board of Arbitration and | 
Conciliation allowed him to attend || 
the board’s conference: with union) 
and company representatives. He} 
and the Berkshire representatives |° 
in the General Court were given}: 
an opportunity to express their), 
views on the bus strike Fethard 
and need for arbitrationf but nat 

on the wage issue involved. Pul- ( 
nell said he pointed out that more: 
than 100,000 Berkshire people were} \ 
affected by the strike—that this 
section of the state “doesn’t ask. 
for much and doesn’t get much.” _ 


‘T might add,” continued Pur-| 
nell, “that Manager MacDonald of, 
the Berkshire Street Railway was) 
very fine during all the delibera- | 
tions. After the meeting I had. the: 
privilege of talking with Governor | 
Tobin, and he said- that because |~ 
the owners of the street railway 
are trustees of the New Haven! 
Railroad he thought. he might be, 
able to do something, and I believe | i 
he has. I also would like you to} 
know that at the arbitration board | 
session I told -them that all the} 
miserable and damnable equipment | 
they don’t want. in Connecticut 4 
sent to the Berkshires.” 


The report of the Planninel 
Board on papers relating to the 
acceptance of Bel Air Avenue was 
referred to the Public Works Com- 
mittee, Paul P. Trzepacz, Wah-} 
eonah Street merchant, said the 
Bel Air Avenue was more than 85! 
years old, and that the present 
petition for acceptance was the, 
fourth to be filed. Previously, he 
said, the petitions had been passed 
“from committee to committee” 


“The Jaw is clear on plowing without anything being done. 


; 
‘ 
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Mayor Hacks 


| Total Allowance Is $63,949, 
ag An Increase of More Than $6000 
: Over Amount Spent Last Year 


$50,844 Off 


. lurk Department Budget 


at 


Scrapping four proposed projects, Mayor James Fallon 


today hacked exactly $50,844.64 from the Park and: Recrea- 
tion Department’s record-breaking 1946 budget request of 
$114,793.64. After the sawdust had been cleared, the total 


lallowance was $63,949. That is more than $6000 above the 
 }$57,902.91 which the department expended in 1945. 


& 


_|Mayor Adamant 
The mayor declined to comment 
jon his reductions, yet it is known 
ithat he stuek by his guns in the 
lfate of a department. request to 
' jreconsider. The Park Commission 
jand Jackson J. Perry, director of 
ee parks and recreation, met with 
|him Tuesday morning, and he 

't budge. 

Eliminated were a $15,000 item 


for the construction of. municipal 
‘tennis courts, $3000 for enlarge- 
3 and improvement of the 
||Springside z00, $2600 for the sal- 
jary of a supervisor of girls’ and 
|women’s activities and $2560 for 
jjecommunity centers. 
| The personal service requests 
|were cut from $77,805.64 to $51,252, 
land expenses received a propor- 
: tionately greater slashing, from 
11$36,988 to $12,697. 
‘| ‘Pushed to the. edge of the win- 
|idow sill was a request for $2800; 
for a supervisor of recreational | 
athletics. After amputation that 
- \figure read $400. | 
| All four estimates for part-time) 
_\pupervision were pared. They in-| 
‘ \cluded: Playgrounds, 
ito $5000; swimming, from $5075 tg, 
1800; winter sports, from $2200 to 


| $1000; 


miscellaneous activities, 


from $4030 to $1800. 
Other Cuts 

Other cuts were as follows: Regu- 
lar and intermittent labor, from 
$38,864.64 to $30,000; park police, 
from $3640 to $3000; traveling ex- 
penses, from $150 to $50; office 
equipment, $460 to $400; new equip- 
ment, from $3640 to $1120; mainte- 
nance of equipment, from $930 to 
$600; materials and supplies, from 
$3554 to $2000; , water, 
$500; rent, $2223 to $800. 

These were the first cuts the 
mayor has made this year. He 
allowed three more budgets. this 
morning, exactly as they were sub- 
mitted by department heads. 

They are as follows: Licensing 
Board, personal service $3095, ex- 
penses $270; Board of Registrars, 
personal service $8000, expenses 
$3510; Veterans’ Service Departs 
ment, personal service $8430, ads 
ministration $2275; relief, $48,850. 
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from $7784 | 


: 


$550 to . 


| 
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| |jpark and recreational service to 


——_—$—__—--, 


Park Commission Predicts 
(Curtailment of Services Jez 


Says Recent Action of Council on 


1G4S 


Perry’s Position and Mayor’s Budget 
Slash Hamstring Its Efforts 


Following a meeting this morn- 


ing the Park Commission issued a 


statement declaring that recelit ac- 
tions by the City Council and May- 
or Fallon will hamstring the ef- 
forts of the commission to provide 
“anything but the barest kind of 


ithe citizens of Pittsfield.” 
‘Commission’s Statement 

| The commission’s statement fol- 
lows: 

The Pittsfield Park Commis- 
_ sion is unanimous in its feelings 
that recent actions. of the City 
Council in taking steps tanta- 
/ mount to eliminating Jackson 
J. Perry as superintendent of 
| parks and recreation and the 
| more recent action of the mayor 
| in drastically cutting the Park 





| Department budget will ham- 


string the efforts of the commis- 

| sion to provide anything but the 
barest kind of park and recrea- 
tional service to the citizens of 
the City of Pittsfield. 


' 
, 
: 
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If this is the true intention of 


the mayor and City Council and 
it is the desire of the citizens and 
taxpayers, that is what they will 
have. 
Budget Explained 

The budget allowed. by the 
mayor at $64,000 for 1946 is 
actually less for “value received 
than was spent in 1945 when 
$59,927 was appropriated. The 


cost of labor and materials in |} 


1946 are considerably higher and 
three-quarters of the 


superin- 


tendent’s salary was not in the | 


1945 budget since he 


did not | 


enter the employ of the city until | 


| 1345 was well advanced. 


The Council action in asking | 
the Civil Service Commission to | 


eall for an examination 


and 
means that Mr. 


tion of: parks 
_ superintendent 


“with | 
out further delay” for the posi- | 
recreation | 


Perry would be replaced as he | 
would not be eligible to take the | 


/examination. He _ will 
eligible for the exam. until he has 


not be | 


-| been a resident of Pittsfield for | 


a year which will be late in 
August. 
| Cites Perry’s Work 


|. In promoting public recreation | 
| in Pittsfield, Mr. Perry has been | 


| 


almost 


| performing large and compre- | 
| hensive and effective service and | 
| single-handed. He has | 


- jonly two part-time assistants | 


who while they perform loyally 
‘and conscientiously in their posts 
Peet be expected to assume the 
responsibilities and duties of full- 
time employees. 

It had been the belief of the 
Commission until recently that 
the citizens of Pittsfield had been 


‘sold on the desirability and the | 


_ dividends to accrue from and ex- | 


/panded and efficient year-round 
recreational service. 
| mission apparently has been un- 


The Come | 


| der a misapprehension, if the | 


Council and mayor’s action rep- | 


| resent city opinion. 

_ We will not have the money 
nor the leadership, unless the 
_ present decisions are changed, to 


| do half the job that should be 
| done. In fact, it will mean the 


immediate curtailment of activ- 





and the scrapping of planned pro- 
_ grams for the ensuing year. 





ities which are now in progress | 
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Mayor Fallon Fires Back 
(At Park Commissioners Sam 
‘Let Them Threaten,’ He Says, 


_ Pointing Out That 
Here Has Got To 


Vigorously taking exception to 
the Park Commission’s “covert 
threat,” as contained in a portion 
its statement of yesterday, 
Mayor James Fallon today soundly 
spanked the board for its attitude 
and insisted, “The spending here 
has got to stop somewhere.” He 
was referring to the commission’s 
statement which followed his $50,- 
844 slashing of its budget. 

He insisted that the commission 
actually is getting “indirectly about 
double what was spent last year.” 


4) He pointed to the $54,000 allocation 


for the erection of a grandstand 
and improvement of Wahconah 
Park and a $2000 item from the 


' 


Z| 
‘The Spending } 446 | 
Stop Somewhere’ | 


| 
} 


Superintendent of Buildings appro- 
priations for necessary painting. 


$117,000 Is Available 


These sums, plus what he al- 
lowed, make the total available to | 
the commission “some $117,000,” he || 
said. 


The mayor also disclosed that the ||. 


commission, in addition to the re-}| 
quests which were listed in the} 
budget estimates, also is asking for | 
extension of three field houses. His || 
parting shot on that was, “What || 
Pittsfield needs more is extension || 
of water and sewage systems” 

The statement in full: “A portion | 
of that statement constitutes aj 
covert threat. Let them threaten.| 
I have taken an oath to obey the|| 
constitution and the law. Of course}) 
they can’t do all the things they) 
want to do, but they can do all the} 
things they’re authorized by law 
and common sense to do. 

“They’ve beén operating motion 
‘the schools into dance halls in 
/tertainment. 

“Apparently they are seeking to 


jemulate Park Commissioner Moses} | 
of New York, but what Moses did} | 
| 


was to create parks, furnish breath-| | 
ing space, and he did this by con- 
verting public dumps. 
“Spending Must Stop” 

“The spending here has got to| 
stop somewhere. Although the Park 
Commission claims they are getting|| 
less money than last year, actually|) 
they are getting indirectly about) 
double what was spent last year.| 
They have been allocated $54,000) 
‘for building a grandstand and im-| 


‘proving Wahconah Park, and will! 


js have $2000 more from superintend-| 
tent of public buildings appropri- 
tations for necessary painting. With | 
'$63,000 allowed by the mayor, this| 
j}amounts to some $117,000. Last 
iyear’s Park Department expendi-} 
-tures were $59,000. j 
| “In addition to the requests al-| 
|ready submitted the Park Depart- 
‘ment is asking for extensions to 
}three field houses. What Pittsfield 
jneeds more is extensions of water 


| and sewage systems.” 


|Defends Park Dep 


| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


| |}edge—or lack of | 
“thas undermined the work of the] 


eee 
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The city 1s right back where it’ 


istarted. After trying for months 


and even years to help Pittsfield 
produce upright healthy citizens, 
and finally getting active aid and 
\co-operation from the Park’ De- 


|partment, we can only wait and) 
For an excel-|- 
ilent job, weli done, Mr. Perry is} 


istart hoping again. 


\rewarded by political manipula- 


' ‘tions that would relieve him of his 


| job. 
| Those of us who know him and/ 
what he has done for the young- 


‘sters of this town were never con-) | he 
‘did not permit me to attend thi - 


meeting ane 


isulted by those who can _ think) 


4 
) 


|given a chance to have his story) 
jheard at Tuesday’s City Council 
| meeting when the Council took ac-| 
jtion to torpedo the city’s frecrea-| 


| tional program. 
Why is it that so few of our 
lelected officials 


| about the park program? 


| neighborhood youngsters at Dor- 
jothy Deming playground in all 


jsports I have yet to see any of}| | 
jthem in, or. near this park. After}! 


jall it is here that the real story 


| }of suecess or failure of the park] 
= |||program is proven. Why don’t the|' 
picture places and transforming) | 


councilmen look for the answer 


: ; ; |iwhere the answer really is? 
their desire to furnish public en-|}) 


With this background of knowl- 
it—our Council 


I suppose there is little hope of 
doing anything about it. May I 


| 


the scene? 
| TIT remember a toastmaster at a 


banquet given some of the kids}! 
from our neighborhood last fall. I) 


‘can hear his introduction of one 
of Pittsfield’s finer people: 


“Thank God,” he said, “there will] 


always be an England. And if they 
are like Monroe, Pittsfield will al- 
ways be the better for it.” To! 
which I echo a belated Amen. At! 
heart, we still have someone who 
is interested in our side of the case. 


FREDERICK F. JONES. 


' | Pittsfield. 


‘said to me this week: 


‘parks and st 
yswell job and will continue to a 


only of votes. Not even the chair- 
j}man of the Park Commission was 


care anything) 
I know} 
|they claim an interest but in two} 
jyears or more of directing the} | 

'\Dan Is Happy 


_|'To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— es 
I think Mayor Fallon did a good) , 


As long as it has gone this far, || 


suggest, however, that before tak-|| | apt : 
ing any further action on this, or] 
other, issues’ the boys in the City]! 
Hall get a little inside information|) 


\|hope the park board doesn’t try to 


on the subject from people near|| — 
| Pittsfield 


e 


Let Him AloneS#n2* Be 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— (WL 


A prominent citizen, a leader ii » 


new superintendent 
recreation is doing + 


“The 


‘so if they let him alone.” | 
I regret my physical conditior 
'week’s City Council r 
‘register my vote against disturb 
ing the present head of this de 
partment. : 

Anyone conversant ‘with 
‘winter sports program must admi 


excellent work has been done thi : 


\Season. 
| Why not let him alone? 


LELAND C. TALBOT, 
Councilman, Ward 4. 


| 

} 

} 

\ 
ks 
t 
i 
kA 
' 


‘Pittsfield. 


job in reducing the Park_Depart-| 
‘ment budget and might have gone 
‘a little further. , 


The park board 


|too bad to think that Pittsfield has 
no talent to fill this job. We do not 
iIneed to send out of the state for 


th 


|Park Commission, By playing po-|| ||802 to become a resident. Isn’t it| 


|litical football with the issue they] 
jare hurting those actively inter-|| 
jested in youngsters and making|! | 
|| Pa riche the backward sports town}, | 
Pit is. 
/ 


; 
} 


+ 


e 


O 


ess 


is alarmed about |~ 
| \the action of City Council last)” 
\Tuesday night in asking for .the|~ 
'lexam to be held at an early date 
Jjand not wait for Mr. Perry Jack-|— 


anybody to fill this job. It can be|) 
'\lfilled by a local boy. And if there|| 
'ilis anything that I may be able to 

‘do in Boston to hurry this exam-|/ 


lination along, I sure am going to}) 


We are still living in Pittsfield. I 


\Imake New York out of it in one 


\|season. / 
DAN’ CASEY. 


| 
: 
£ 





Women Voters’ 
League Backs | 
Park Requests | 
Urges Mayor’s | 
Depathetic S27 


"“@onsideration 1% 


4 


SIG 


en Voters has been consistently 


The League of Women Voter; | 


|today urged Mayor James Fal 
lon’s “sympathetic consideration o 
the Park Commission’s budget be 
fore making your final. decision.’ 
In a letter to him, Mrs. Harold M 


Jalonack, president, said the league 


felt that the mayor is “in ful 
sympathy with intelligently and 
whole-heartedly enlarging public 
recreation for the entire communi- 
ty.’ The mayor early this after- 
beige said he hadn’t read the letter 
yet. 

The league was referring to the 
mayor’s $50,000 slash of the Park 


Commission’s budget. Its letter tol’ 


Fallon was drafted at an execu- 
tive committee meeting Friday. 


League’s Letter 


The letter in full follows: 

At an executive committee 
meeting of the Pittsfield League 

| of Women Voters held last Fri- 
day, attention was called to The 
Eagle article reporting the very 
heavy cut in the Park Commis- 
Sion’s budget. , 

A very promising and con- 
structive start has been. made in 
the field of public recreation 
Since our new director was en- 
gaged. Even though the need for 
economy of operation 


| 
} 


sympathetic with the expansion 
of our public recreational facili- 
ties. We believe that the adoption 


of any budget which would have 
the contrary effect would be a 
step backward for so progressive 
a city as Pittsfield. | 
We believe you, as mayor, are 
in full sympathy with intelligent- 
ly and wholeheartedly enlarging 
public recreation for the entire 
community. It is because of this 
belief that we respectfully urge 
your sympathetic consideration 
of the Park Commission’s budget 
before making your final deci- 
sion. 





$$ 


>TA Council 


Raises Voice on 2 


Hockey League Protest 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 

We, the undersigned, members 
of the City Hockey League, are 
heartily against the move of the 
City Council to oust the present 
director of parks and recreation, 
Jackson Perry. 

Mr. Perry has done a fine job, 
in our estimation, and has co- 
operated with us and all the young 
athletes in town in providing them 
with the best facilities possible. 

We asked Mr. Perry to help our 
hockey league out, and the result 


lis a better hockey rink than ever 


before—complete with light and 
close atténtion from the Park De- 
partment employees; who keep the 
‘ice in splendid shape for 4 or 5 
‘hours of hockey daily, 

We also realize that, as the re- 
sult of the mayor’s cut in the Park 
Pepartment\ budget, there won't be 
enough’ money available to con- 
tinue many of the programs now 
underway, and that hockey, among 
other things, will suffer. 

DONALD TROY. 

CARL BAILEY. 

JACK FIFCH. 

WILLARD T. BATLEY. 

CHARLES EVANS. 

JOHN T. EVANS. 

ROBERT N. SCOTT. 
Pittsfield. 


Park Budget J' Cas \Perry’s Achievements 


is great | 


and there are many other proj- { 


ects which the city badly needs, 
we believe no budget should be 
adopted which would seriously 
| cripple our recreational program 
| now. The recent recreational 


activities have benefited many | 


thousands of children and adults 
_ and provided them with health- 
ful, supervised recreation during 
leisure hours. In many cases 
these hours might otherwise 
‘have been devoted to less- con- 
structive pursuits, thereby con- 
tributing to the already grave 
menace of delinquency in our 
county. 
_ It should be borne in mind that 
in the Park Commission’s budget 
there are many fixed or “must” 


s}of the council, signed 
‘|!munication. It follows: 


The observation that he would 
“sttend to both at the proper 
time”. was the only . statement 
which Mayor James Fallon would 
make today concerning a second 
organizational letter urging him 
to give further consideration to his 


.|reduction of the Park Department 


budget. It came from the Pitts- 


-\field Parent-Teacher Council. Yes- 


terday’s was from the League of 
Women Voters. 


Mrs. Glenna S. Carley, president 
the com- 


The increasing number of 
cases in the local court at the 
present time are viewed with 
alarm by all the parents in our 
city. 

We feel that this is the time 
when an adequate organized pro- 
| gram of recreation is needed. 
' The Park Department is trying 
to meet this need by including in 
our budget the amounts neces- 
sary to carry on such a program 
and the additional cost to each 
taxpayer is not to be compared 





with the benefits derived by the | 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


~~ =e ee - 


oa 


in abundance, get in back of the 
members of the Park Board and 
assist and encourage and advise 
them in the needs of our city, that 
Pittsfield may be a city of co-opera- 
tion, of beauty and of pleasure for 
all. 
JAMES N. STACK. 


hagrnciraes ta / 
Perry’s Contribution 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
May I, as mother of a large fam- 
ily, submit my opinion regarding 
subject of recreation for the chil- 
dren of Pittsfield and the con-| 
templated dispensing of the services| 
of Mr. Perry in that connection. 


Of what use are our splendid 
parks and playgrounds if there is 
no constructive leader to guide the 
children in their activities? I feel 
that he has done so much single- 
handed that to me, he has more 
than proved his worth, 

Is there not some way by which 
Mr. Perry could be retained in his 
present post, and continue to raise 
the standards of,our young people 


Pittsfield.” * 


ee 


during these chaotic and trouble-| 
n |} 
ll | 


some days with their increase i 
juvenile lawlessness? I know we 
that I am speaking personally for 
many parents throughout Pitts- 
field, and am ready personally to 
give unlimited support towards any 
move to keep a person of Mr. 
Perry’s ability, in our city, where 
his work is so valuable and so bad- 


I wonder if the members of the|iy needed. 


City Council who seem so anxious 


(Mrs.) LENA H. GREGORY. 


to have an immediate civil Se€rv-| pit ctiaig. 


ice examination for the position of 
supervisor of parks and recreation 
| (which examination would elimi- 
inate our present supervisor as he 
ig ineligible as yet), have taken the 
trouble to make a survey of the 
recreation facilities which are now 
available for the youth of our city. 


We can point with pride to the 
number of well-kept skating rinks 
which are dispersed around the city, 

giving our children and young men 
and women an opportunity to en- 
joy themselves in a healthy pas- 
time. The skating areas are well 
lighted and supervised by responsi- 
| ble persons, they are being used 
| by large numbers of skaters. 
' On the Common a hockey rink 
has been. installed, hockey tearns 
have been organized and a decided 
increase in this exciting sport has 
been evidenced both by the num- 
ber of teams .wishing to partici- 
pate and by the number of spec- 
tators attending the games. 
The winter carnival skating 


Park Board 


Wants To Wl 
Retain Perry 


Seeks Extension 
-Of Appointment 
For Six Months 


3 


events that are being planned, will! 


items relative to physical main- 
tenance of property, such as the 
wwkeep of equipment, parks, 
sarkways, landscaping, ete. With 
nereasing costs for labor and 
naterials required to handle 
hese necessary items and with a 
lrastically cut budget, the rec- 
‘eational part of the program is 
eine severely squeezed. 
There is another factor to be 
psidered. While it is true that 
in major capital expendi- 
coll 8 as that, for instance, for a 
grandstand for Wahconah Park, 
can, and should be classified un- 
der the heading of recreation, the 
effect of assigning the entire cost 
of such project to a single year’s 
budget makes the problem of 
providing even adequate recrea- 
tion for that year a very difficult 
one. 
The Pittsfield League of Wom- 





| 
| 


whole community. 

With the welfare of the chil- 
| dren and youth of Pittsfield 
|! uppermost in our minds we urge 
| that you give this matter further 
| -consideration. 


tend to excite the interest of 
youngsters in improving their skat- 


| 


ing ability, for what boy doesn’t 
love to participate in competition?| 

The skaters who already are pro- | 
ficient and/those practicing their | 


figure skating are the envy of the} 


younger zhildren who try to copy| 


their gr4ceful twirling, thus devel-| 
oping ¢heir own grace and balance. | 


Tre children and young men and 


wemen who are partaking of this 
eCtivity will grow into better citi- 
zens and be able to enthuse about 
their city and its opportunities for 
healthful living, to all visitors and 
to people they may meet in their 
travels. 

There are also plans which have 


A request that the State Civil | 
Service Commission extend the} 
temporary appointment of Jacksoa 


J. Perry as director of parks and 
recreation for six months after it 
expires March 1 nas been filed by 
Monroe B. England, Park Commis- 
sion chairman. England said he 
asked for extension in a _ letter 
Thomas Greehan, director of the 
Civil Serviee Commission. 

Also before the commission 1S a 
request. from the City Council that 
an immediate examination be held 
for permanent appointment to the 


position. Thus far, 
sion hasn’t answered either. 


been made for other seasons of the ; 


year which if allowed to develop 
will enhance the natural beauty of 


this area and make it a year around|* 
source of pleasure for our citizens}! 


/and visitors. 


As the program. expands, more 
and more of our citizens will tend|' 
to becomes @ part of some phase || 
of the activities, either as an active|‘ 


participant or as a spectator. 

The members of the Park Board 
(who, unpaid, give so unselfishly of 
their time and ability), chose a 
man whom, after investigating his| 
record of accomplishment thor- 
oughly, 
designing and directing a program 
for the facilities of the city of Pitts- 
field. Events to date have shown 
that they chose well, 


they believed capable of|' 


It would seem that if now, when : 


we are gathering momentum, we 
were to cast aside the spark plug 
responsible for this program and 
Start to build again with a new} 
supervisor, that it would be !ike 
chopping off your perfectly func-| 
tioning head in hopes that a new! 
and better one would grow. (A 
risky business.) 

I would like to suggest that the 
people of Pittsfield take an inter- 
est in the development of the rec: 
reational facilities which we haves 


the commis- 





Mayor Says Vote 


776 
rs’ League 


Was Sold ‘Dam aged Goods ‘| 


The Park Commission’s proposed 1946 recreational plans 


today were listed by Mayor James Fallon as the sale by 
“some super-salesman” of “a package of damaged goods’’ to 


the League of Women Voters. 


The mayor made this ob- 


servation in the first paragraph of a two-page letter to Mrs. 


| Harold M. Jalonack, league president, who early this week 


asked him to reconsider his $50,000 slashing of the com- 


mission’s budget. 


Mayor Stands Fast 

The letter 
Park Commission developments in 
the last. 24 hours. The mayor this 
| morning stated: he’ is standing fast 
bai his cut in the. department's 
budget. Monroe B. England, com- 
mission chairman, yesterday at a 
conference at City Hall attempted 
'to persuade him to restore some of 
the items which were eliminated. 

In concluding the letter to Mrs. 





| Jalonack, the mayor stated, ‘“Some-|| 


‘a few more lessons in self-reliance, 
‘in common honesty, in respect for 
other people’s property and money, 
‘in short for other people’s rights, 
may prove more efficient in pre- 
venting delinquency than will the 
illegal expenditure of taxpayers’ 
money; and proper investigation of 
salesmen’s. statements may be 
lmore conducive toward learning 
the truth than will be immediate 
and unquestioned reliance thereon. 
Salesmen are likely to-use what in 
other times was designated as ‘sales 
talk,’ ” 

Park Commission use of school 
buildings for moving picture shows 
was criticized 
mayor, 


sharply by 
He said he knew of no 


\legal warrant for expenditures for 
-}such use of schools. 


.|Mayor’s Letter 


| 


The letter in full follows: 
Dear Madam: 

My first reaction to your letter, 
regarding the budget of the Park 
Commission, was that, once again, | 
some supersalesman had sold a } 
package of damaged goods to the 
League of Women Voters. I was 
temporarily convinced that exag- 


| geration was used as a cloak for 


misinformation by the super- 
salesman. I now believe, how- 
ever, that the salesman may | 
have been merely dominated by 
enthusiasm rather than by a de- 
sire for adequate information. 
The amount of money allotted 
to the Park Commission is as fol- 
lows: $2000 in the budget of the 


| superintendent of buildings, for 


painting; $63,949 in the park 
budget; and $54,000 from the sur- 
plus revenues of the city for 
Wahconah Park; a total of $119,- 
949: more than two dollars for 
each man, woman and child in | 
the city of Pittsfield. 

It may be well to remember 
that this money is coming, not 
from generous contributions of 
enthusiasts, but from the over- 
burdened real estate taxpayers. 

Notwithstanding an assertion 
to the contrary, recently pub- 
lished, all the taxpayers of Pitts- 
fied do not reside in Ward 4; nor 
are all the residents of Ward 4 
wealthy taxpayers. During the 


/ tax and foreclosure sales of 1935 


; 
a 
a 


or 1936, many homes of the resi- 


- dents of Ward 4 were sold for 


many. mortgageys 
Sosed. any 


'what more supervision by = 


was one of several] 


[ rn 


many more would have been 
foreclosed if the banks had not 
refrained, where it appeared pos- 
sible to refrain, There are own- 
ers of real estate and owners of 
equity therein in every ward of 
the city. We have in the city two 
large savings banks; two sizable 
co-operative banks, several small- 
er banks, many private lenders 
of money. They are supported 
by borrowers on real estate. 
Sometimes the commercial banks 
also loan money upon real estate; 
and the owners of the equity in 
such real estate are entitled to, 
at least, the protections which 
the law gives to them. It would 
also appear that the “soakethe- 
rich” psychology of the literary 


effusion, to which reference is | 
above made, does not apply to | 


the matter in question. 
Raps Free Movies 

Some taxes were assessed 
against the above-mentioned tax-~ 
payers for the purpose of build- 
ing schools. The taxpayer be- 


lieved—and, if he knew the lav, | 


he was entitled to believe—that | 
these schools would be used for 
the purpose of education (includ- 
ing lessons in moral ethics) ; and 
not for the purpose of exhibiting 
free moving picture shows or 
holding dances therein; with the 
added burden of furnishing there- 
for extra custodians, extra po- 
lice, extra guards and extra cham 
women. 

Within a few years it has cost 
the city about $80,000 to comply 
with the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Safety. This doesn’t add 
extra amounts to the park budg- 


et, but it does add extra amounts | 
to the school budget and to the | 


budget ‘of the superintendent of 
public buildings. Is there any 
legal warrant for such expendi- 
tures or for such use of the 
schools? There is No such war- 
rant known to me; nor do I be- 
lieve there is such warrant 
known to the supersalesman. 


We are in an era when it is 
well-nigh impossible to get coal; 


yet we are asked to keep fires | 


in these schools, day and night. 
We know that cigarette smoke 
will not heat the schools, al- 
thougz® it may increase the 


Editorials VA “of a yo yerag 


Whose Interest Is Paramount 


In the Recreation Program? 


Disregarding other aspects of the dis: 
agreement concerning the director of recre- 
ation in Pittsfield, the argument of the op 
ponents of Mr. Perry that seems to us Mos 
sophomoric and vicious, is that he must be 
discharged from a position for Wij ae 
has proved himself eminently fitted, 
eause he is incompetent, not even beg@auss 
he is not a serviceman (which he is) bu 
solely and simply because he is not a home 


town boy. 
The basic assumption of this argument is 


= ty 


' consciously or unconsciously, that the rea- 


son for appointing a man to a political of- 
fice is to provide a good fellow with a soft 
job. While this conception of political 
preferment is held, unfortunately, by the 
more earthy and therefore the much larger 
portion of the electorate, the increasing 
number of independent voters in every elec- 
tion shows that more and more people are 
coming to regard public office as a public 


| service, and to consider that the only con-| 
| sideration in an election or an appointment 
| should be whether or not a candidate. is| 


' qualified for the position. 


The idea that in appointing a recreational 
director for Pittsfield, competence, special 


| training, and peculiar fitness for the jol 


| 
| 


should be subordinated to the question of 
his previous residence, is an aggravated 
instance of putting the cart before ‘ the 
horse. The Park Commission did not ap- 
point Mr, Perry for the sake of conferring 
qa kindness on a total stranger, they ap- 
pointed him because he had training for the 
position, possessed by no local resident. 
They were thinking of the people, and par-| 
ticularly the school age children of Pitts- | 
Geld. who would be benefited by a recrea-} 
tional program better conceived and more | 
comprehensive than any the city had had 
before. ‘There are few, who will deny that} 
this expectation is on its way toward rq 
alization; the “throw him out” boys ‘ca 
only defend their action on the ground 
that such a well-paid position should go t 
a local man. 

In arguing thus, they exhibit their lack 
of a sense of proportion; they are consider: 
ing the interests of the one single man who: 
might get the job instead of those of the| 
8000 school children and the important: 
proportion of the 40-odd thousand adults 
of the city who are affected by the park 
and recreational program. ok 

We wish to make it clear that we™ not 
wasting sympathy on Mr. Perry, who does 
not need it. What makes him put up with 
this small-town, low voltage guff reveals a 
sense of character which we admire whe 
it is obvious that he could get a better job 
than. he has here. We are weeping for 
those who have profited by Mr. Perry’s 
presence and so many of whom have testi- 
fied their appreciation in the columns of 
this paper. For if the sentimentalists, the 
provincial-minded, and the gravy-hunters 
replace a man of outstanding ability with a 
harmless political hack or an inexperienced | 
incompetent, it is.the people who will suf-| 
fer. Evidently in Pittsfield politics, as 
elsewhere, it is not what you know, bu 
whom you know, that counts. 
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Park Program Curtailed ya 


To Meet Slash 


in Budget tt 


Springside and Crane Wading Pools 
Not To Be Opened This Summer— 
Other Activities Eliminated 


Many items which had been 
listed ifor 1946 have been eliminat- 
ed because of the drastic cut by 
Mayor James Fallon of the orig- 
inal departmental budget, the 
Park Commission announced today 
following its semi-monthly meeting 
last night. It added that further 
reductions may be necessary if the 
City Council slices the pudget as it 
comes from the mayor. — 

Scrapped ere an entire spring 
and fall playground program, OP- 
eration of the Springside Park and 
Crane playground wading pools, a 
proposed recre¢ ‘ion center at the 
Blue Anchor Club, neighborhood 
community centers, 2 city tennis 
tournament, the ‘business girls’ 
basketball league, 4 men’s city 
pasketball league and archery. 

Because of the elimination of a 
budget request for the salaries of 
two full-time recreation workers, 


the commissioners plans “to get 


cient money for continuing the 
employment on a full-time basis of 
the two present employees, namely, 
the superintendent of parks and 
recreation, and the department’s 
secretary. This will mean that the 
present superintendent will be re- 
sponsible not only for the adminis- 
tration of the department, but will 
also have to endeavor to make the} 
long range plans, hire its part-| 
time supervisors, plan its activities, | 
see that the activities are carried 
out, set up training programs for 
the part-time supervisors, endeavor 
to surround each activity with a 
community committee, and many 
other phases of work. This will 
mean that his time will be spread 
so thinly, over many of the re- 
sponsibilities, that it will be impos- 
sible to do the job properly.” 


| 
| 


Park Workers 
Get Pay Raise 


Foreman’s Salary <¥ 
Boosted From JT, 
$2600 to $2800 — 


The salaries of most employees of 
the Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment were raised last night in line 
With increases which were granted 
in the recent municipal Salary 
ordinance, _Monroe B. England, 
Park Commission chairman, dis- 
closed today. 

‘The annual pay of Park Foreman 
William Fitzgerald was hiked from 
$2600 to $2800. All other raises 
were voted on an hourly basis. 

Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment and School Department em- 
ployees were the only ones not in- 
cluded in the municipal ordinance. 
The School Committee some time 
ago voted raises for teachers and| 
janitors. 

The Park Department increases| 
are as follows: Working foremen, 
$1 from 90 cents; carpenter, 90 
sents from 83; gardeners and motor 


under way 4 well-rounded recrea~ 
tion program for all sexes and all 
ages has ‘been retarded,” the state- 


ment said. 
Staff Situation 


Tt continued: “Under the present 
allowance, outside of the main- 


tenance division, which is 


itself 


under-staffed, there is only suffi- 


Women’s Recreation Head 
Sought by Park Commission 


Request Mayor To Transfer $1800 Z 
From Surplus Revenue To Pay - 7, 


~ Proposed City Employee (= 3 


»~ &o p 


Transfer of $1800 from surplus! He listed three maar rebsons 
revenue for the salary of a full-|for the creation of such a position. 


time director of women’s recrea- 
tion was asked of Mayor Fallon 
today by the Park Commission. The 
mayor said he is considering the 
request.--- 

~The ‘duties of the proposed posi- 
tion were outlined in a letter sent 


by Monroe B. England, commission | 
chairman, to the mayor. England | 


suggested that pay be at the rate 
of $2600 a year. . 

Pointing to the small recrea- 
tional program for girls and young 
women in Pittsfield, England said 
‘in part, “The number of the fairer 
sex needing recreational activities, 
and the opportunity to learn how 
to play ‘games which will have 
lvalue to them in later life, is 
large.” _. 


They are: The existence of a “very 
bad gap” in recreational activities 
for 18-35 year old women; the 
need for more activities; especially 
swimming, for 9-13 year-old girls; 
the need for guidance of co-recrea~ 
tional programs for the 18-35 year 
group. ent 

He also said, “A wéli-trained 


lwoman, with experience in wom- 


en’s and girls’ activities, would, in 
time, be able to help fill any of 
the above gaps.. At the same time, 
she would be able to take some of 
the load off our superintendent, 
thus making it possible for him to 
do more with’ program planning, 
administration; long range plan- 
ning and public relations.” 


yperators, 87% cents from 75%; 
aborers, 81 cents from 70 cents. 


en a a 


‘Baseball Ticket Share @« 


Requested by Park Board: 


Remittance of a certain (price 
per ticket to the city has been 
asked by the Park. commission of 
the Pittsfield Professional Baseball 
corporation for use of Wahconah 
Park by the Pittsfield Blectrics of 
the Canadian-American League. 

The request was made last night 
at. a meeting of the commission 
with. representatives of the pro 
club. The. commission also asked 
that the corporation pay a full time 
caretaker at the park. Answers 
will be given shortly after the rep- 
resentatives report to the directors 
of the club. 

The commissior is willing to 
allow the club full revenue from 
the concession, signs on the fence 


- se g-¢ 


and programs. However, no liquor 
or beer signs may be placed on the 
fence, and no alcoholic beverages 
may be sold in the park. 
The commission also proposed 
that the club rent its lighting sys- 


item to other groups desiring to use 


the park will be paid by the com- 
mission, 

Monroe ’B. England, commission | 
chairman, said City Solicitor James) 
M. Rosenthal will be asked for an 
opinion as to who will own the 
lighting system which directors of 
the pro club plan to erect at the 
park. He said both the commis- 
sion and the club want that matter 
cleared before construction starts. | 


the park. Liability insurance | 
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iPositions To : 


Applicants To Be 
Given Written 
Examinations — 
| The Park and Recreation Depart- 
jment announced today that appli- 


jcants for a summer playground 
position during the 10-week sea- 


_ |son from June 24 to Aug. 31 should 


~isecure blanks from 


ie 


i} nine 


its office at 


152 School The deadline 


Street. 


_jfor submission is Thursday, April’ 
/7{18, at 5 PM. Applicants will be| 


| en to appear for writ- 
jten examinations and interviews. | 
Interested citizens will conduct! 
‘the interviews and will help the) 
department in selecting the work-| 
The identity of the ere 

for obvious reasons, will not be 
disclosed until selections are made. 
Eighteen part-time posts will be; 
filled. There is a possibility of one 
more if a full-time supervisor of} 


‘|women’s activities is not allowed 
‘|by the mayor. | 


f The openings are| 
a supervisor of arts 


playground . directors, and | 


. ibaa 


——— 


Only 4 Apply 


} 


| With Tuesday as the deadline for 
applications for summer playground 
personnel, the Park ‘and Recreation 
Department announced today that 
only four applications have been 
received for the 18 positions open. 
-- The summer playground staff will 


- jhandle the nine areas, which’ will 


and crafts, j- 


eight playground leaders. | . 


The department plans to have} 


i|}nine play areas under supervision | 


from June 24 to Aug. 31. They will! 
be open from 9 AM until 8.45 PM} 
five days a week and on Saturday} 
from 9 AM to noon. Evening su-' 
pervision is a new policy. 

Examinations for residents will 
be conducted at the department of-. 
fice. College authorities will be 
‘asked to conduct tests for appli- 


ijcants who are attending college. 


|The same procedure will hold true 
in filling all positions open at. Pon-| 
itoosuc Beach and other swimming 

)or wading areas, ~ 


| Requirements Listed _ | 
These qualifications and stand-| 
lards were announced. today by) 


| Jackson J. Perry, director of parks, 
‘and recreation: 


“Supervisor of arts and crafts | 
—Minimum 22 years of age, high 
school graduate with. special 


| training in arts and crafts a 
| minimum; graduation from col- 


: | lege or a special arts school pre- 


‘|; Should have a full knowledge of |! 


| 
Be | 


ferred. Experience as a teacher 
of crafts especially. on a play- | 
ground of an accredited system. 
Successful ‘organization experi- 
ence essential, zi 

~ “Playground. . director —Mini- 
mum 25 years of age; the equiv- 
alent of college graduation. At 
‘least one year of experience as 
an assistant director, playleader, 
teacher or social worker. Special 
qualifications—-The playground 
director is to the playground | 
what the principal is- to the || 
school. They perform executive || 
duties in planning, promoting, | 
conducting and supervising a | 
program of activities. It is desir- | 
able that they combine the abil- | 
ity of an executive with that of 

a teacher or leader. of individuals. | 
and groups in play activities. | 
first aid to the injured, organ+ | 
‘ization of leagues and entertain 
ments A gonod mixer. _.- 


5 


Rat 


be open June 24 to Sept. 7. These 
are: Common, Clapp, © Coolidge, 
Crane, Deming, Francis, Pitt, Wah- 
‘econah and Springside. Of the 18 
leaders needed nine will be play- 
ground directors and _ eight play 
leaders; One arts and crafts in- 


forth es 
On Pittstield Pioigrome 94 


| 


Plans call for playgrounds to be 
open from 9 AM until 845 PM, | 
with instructors staggering their | 
hours. Each play leader will work | 
43 hours. Playground directors will | 
received $30 a week, play leaders | 
$25. ea 

After Thursday all applicants © 
will be notified when to appear for | 
a written examination. Those at- » 
tending college will take examina~ | 
tions there. After examinations 
have been corrected, those qualify- | 
ing will be interviewed by 4 play- 
ground staff committee, made up 
of 10 citizens. So f 


'structor also is needed. 
«f SS a = . 
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Playground leader—Minimum — 


18 years of age—high 
graduate or its equivalent. Ex- 
perience in play activities and » 
successful leadership exeperience ; 


4 
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Park To Have 
\Temporary Toilet} 


Facilities WV, | 
|~ Temporary toilet facifities will 


| 


Nicipal grandstand commission this 
;Morning in the office of Superin- 


\tendent of Public Buildings Fred-|| 
It was called by} 
| commission || 
,chairman, at the request of City]! 
‘Council President George A. Pur-|| 


erick Van Wie. 


William J. Butler, 


nell. 
_ Plans have been drawn by Ar- 


'chitect J. McArthur Vance to con- 


‘struct a wooden building 20 feet} 
| A location will be se-|' 
~| lected Monday. Lis 
|. Attending were Van Wie, Build-| 
‘ing Inspector Robert S.. Milne,|: 
John W.|: 
‘Trask, Public Works Commission- 
jer Canfield S. Dickie, clerk of the} 
|commission, and Vance. . | 


‘by 10. feet. 


t 


|Health Commissioner 


i Seesee ve 


school 


eh ee 


Fitzgerald yo4 


be available at Wahconah Park.| 
That was the decision reached} 
jat a Special meeting of the mu-| 


: work in th 


in some related field, Special 
qualifications—personal skill in 
several activities conducted on a 
playground desired, First-hand 
knowledge of first. aid. 

In June probably around the 


middle of the month a play- 
Ind instituteccWilheowbeend eld 


| Heeded for fs 
( i i 
) 8Tam. Various leaders ; 
i € commyz i 
G 

at this institute,” 
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Named New ** 


- Park Foreman 


| Salary To Be $50 2 
Per Week With 


| Use of House Free 


i 
William F. Fitzgerald of 21 Lenox 
Avenue has been appointed by the 
Park Commission as park foreman 
at a salary of $50 a week and free 
rent of the city-owned former 
Stephens estate house north of 
Springside Park. 
| A World War I veteran, he had 
been serving in a temporary capac- 
ity and recently stood high on a 
civil service examination. 
_ The commission has voted to ac- 
‘cept a gift by David I. Sookey, 
‘Wahconah Street merchant and 
softball impressario, of a seven-foot 
strip of land. It will be used to 
widen the proposed new approach 
ito Wahconah Park. 
i John T. Sununu, a World War tl 
|veteran, has been awarded tne 
|Pontoosue Lake beach concession. 


He lives at 59 Harris Street. 
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wahconah Park Proble 
And City Redevelopmen fa 


If the center of baseball interest in Pitts- 
field could be plotted on a map, it would 
settle on Wahconah Park. This is true at 
least as far as it concerns professional 
baseball. The Electrics are presently 
drawing well there. When, before the war, || 
the locus of the Canadian-American League 

r contests were shifted from Deming Park to 
Wahconah Park, attendance spurted mark- 
edly. It appeared that the Ward 4 resi- 
dents would follow the club to Wahconah 
Street but that many north-enders found} . 
it either inconvenient or were unwilling to 
make the trip to the eastern part of the city. 

If there was not this recent experience}) 
to cite, certainly the Eastern League days | 
from 1919 to 1930 proved the desirability of 
the Wahconah Street location. Then Pitts- 
field was by far the smallest city in the! 
league. Yet baseball at Wahconah Park: 
consistently outdrew league games in cities: 
two. and three times the size of Pittsfield. 
Of course, in the early years of Pittsfield’s | 
Hillies; the club was red hot. Interest 
continued high even <fter pennants ceased 
to fly in Wahconah’s centerfield. Nonethe- 
less, it was obvious that the location of the 
park had something to do with the patron- 

age the club enjoyed. 

- On the other hand, soil conditions at 
Wahconah Park are notoriously bad. The 
present playing surface is a filled-in swamp, 
or at best a marsh. Thousands of dollars 
have been poured into the field in the form 
of fill and top soil to improve it. Yet with! 
the exception ‘of right-center and right 
field, the outfield is a succession of sink. 
holes and crazy undulations which hold 
water after every rainestorm. This condi- 
tion is aggravated by the location of the 
west branch of the Housatonic. The river 
closely abutting about one-half of the out- 
field, flows only a few feet behind the fence. 
Thus after a heavy rainfall when the basin 
of the river is high, as it was yesterday 
morning, the water mark of the river is only 
about a foot above the playing field. Pump- 
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Master Recreational Plan _ 


3. 


Discussed at Joint Session )~+ 


F. Ellwood Allen 


fe 
Tells Park gy 


Commission and“ Planning Board 


Cost Would Be $2500 | 


Members of the Park Commis- 
son and William J. Hurley, chair- 
man of the Planning Board, seemed 
agreed last night, after hearing F. 
Ellwood Allen, professional recrea- 
tional consultant, that Pittsfield 
needed a master recreational plan. 
But the question is: Who’s going to 
ask the mayor for $2500 needed for 
such a comprehensive, three- 
months’ job? 

Hurley: opined that a master 
plan would fit in well with the 
Planning Board’s proposed over-all 
plan for the city and, as a matter 
of fact, thought candidly that the 
Alken proposition might well be- 
come a Planning Board or éapital 
outlay project. 


Basically, Allen, who has con- 
ducted recreational surveys for the 
cities of Wheeling, W. Va., Balti- 
more, Md. Fort Wayne, Ind., 
Portland, Me., Rye, N. Y., a master 
plan of the city’s recreational fa- 


Proposed Playground 


_|courts, 


cilities is a careful, comprehensive} 
study of the people. “In one sec- 
tion of the city, for instance,’ 
Allen pointed out, “you might find 
more delinquency than in others. 
In that case that neighborhood 
might have a No. 1 priority for a 
pact kind of recreational facil- 
i fie 

Guide for 10 Years 


But most of all, Allen believes, al. 


master plan is guide for local offi- 
cals to follow for periods of 10 or 
more years. He also declared that 


municipalities must go into reve-|. 
nue-producing projects if they are}; 


going to meet demands commen- 
surate with increased lesure time 
offered by workng schedules 
today. 

“Of course,” 
agreed, “you can’t charge people 
for the use of municipal swimmng 
beaches, baseball diamonds, tennis 
etc., but if they demand 
special maintenance of those facil- 
ties and appurtenances that go 
with them they should be made to 
pay.’ For example, one city pro-| 
vided night lights on tennis courts. 
There was fio fee for the courts 
during the day but a price was 
levied for night use. The city also 
could let out concessions at vari- 
ous parks, 


door theatres. Springside Park, he 
said, abounded with great possi- 
bilites. : 


Allen has offices on Park Ave- 


nue; New York, but ‘works his 
farm in Bennington, Vt., during 


the summer. bc 


Astss 
Budget 


the consultant!" 


conduct big outdoor ; 
dances, operate bowling alleys, out- ; 


\ 


$12,843 Higher Than Present 


ing water out of the outfield as a remedy The budget will be studied’ by the 


| A’ tentative. 1947 playground 


thus has been aptly compared to squeezing 
a sponge under water in a bathtub. 

Of course, it is fully possible to make an 
excellent field out of Wahconah Park and | 
to remedy these conditions. The cure would 
probably comprise driving piles down}: 
through the subterranean muck of Wah-}) 
conah Park to be held in place by soil fric- 
tion; raising the level of the playing field : 
by additional fill to a height of three feet; | 
and lowering the water table of the Hou- ; 
Satonic River through city purchase of the 
so-called Tel-Electric and Airedale dams 
and doing the essential engineering to = 


> 


for a more rapid runoff. What, the cost of 
this ambitious. program would be can be 
estimated at the present time only by the 
wildest guess. It might cost anywhere 
from $300,000 to $500,000. 

As merely a project to provide a well 


located and well drained athletic field for 


bs > : a rT 


{| visor. 


| heat. 


budget was presented last night to 
15 members of the city-wide play- 
ground neighborhood council, which 
met with 
summer playground supervisor, and 
Jackson J. Perry, superintendent 
of parks and recreation. 


Miss Dorothy McGee, 


The suggested budget calls for 


$12,843.40, more than $6000 over 
‘this year. 


The largest items con- 


tributing to the increase are 


salaries for workers at the proposed 

spring and fall playgrounds and 
‘at two new summer areas, raises 
‘\for all. summer workers and addi- 


tion of a music and dance super- 
Under the tentative sched- 
ule, summer salaries would total 
$2000 more than this _ year, and 
$2725 would be expended on off- 
season playgrounds. Additional 
money also is suggested for mate- 
rials and supplies, new equipment 
and maintenance of old, light and 


wee - 


council ‘members, who will make 
their reports at the next_meeting 
Aug. 27 at 730 PM. When ap- 
proved by the council, it will be 
sent to the Park Commission, who 
will forward it to Mayor Fallon 
for final consideration. | 

The possibility was again dis-! 
cussed of instituting fall and spring 
playgrounds and two additional! 
summer areas near Peck’s Road 
and at West Pittsfield. Mrs. Leo- 
nora Goerlach and Lawrence Ram- 
say represented the former, and 
Bernard A. Berry the West Pitts- 
field section. 

William Cormick presented the! 


nominating committee’s report and} 


these offices were elected: Michael | 
C. Hamilton, chairman, Mrs. Victor 


Nicholls, secretary, assisted by Mrs. || 


‘Raymond Pierson, Mrs. Evelyn 


Gerhart, treasurer. Reports of ac- |: 


tivities were read by Mrs. Gerhart, 
for Wahconah, and Mrs. Pierson 
for Crane. 


{ 
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A hioanat Park Con 


Last Night ‘Unfortunate al 
z : 


7 Chairman England of Park Commission 
| Calls Attention to Pre-game 
Précautions Against Fires 


Conditions at Wahconah Park 
which interfered with last night’s 
|paseball game between the Pitts- 
| field Electrics and Three Rivers, 


were “very unfortunate,” said Mon-: 


-|roe B. England, chairman of the 
Park Commission today. However, 
the commission did everything it 
could do to obviate these condi- 
tions, he added. 

In a statement concerning the 
conditions, Mr. England said: 

The conditions at Wahconah 
Park which necessitated the 
calling of last night’s baseball 
game were very unfortunate. 
The Park Commission feels that 
yesterday it® did everything it 
could do to obviate these condi- 
tions but because of factors be- 
yond its control it was helpless. 

"No fires wére set at the dump 
yesterday. Orders. were given 
that no fires are to be intention- 
ally started this week until aft- 
er the football me scheduled 
later in thegw In fact, all 
that was done ere yesterda 


— eS a ae 


ee 
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was to wet down places where | 
fires had been Monday and be- | 
fore. Two fire department offi- | 


cials visited the dump in the 


morning and again at 1.45 and 
there were no fires. . 

At 4 PM a fire broke out and 
immediately William Fitzgerald, 
Park Department foreman, and 
a group of men began wetting 
this section down and_ they 
worked continuously until 
PM. From 8.15 on there was not 
enough smoke to warrant call- 


ing the game because of that — 


factor alone. But around 8.30 the 


fog started to roll in and was so | 
heavy that the game had to be | 


held up at nine o’clock and final- 
ly called later on. The smoke 


itions | 


. 
; 
} 


10 | 


that was smelled around 10 was. 


undoubtedly from the conditions | 
in the | 
day and, of course, fog would 


which occurred earlier 


waft in odors from the dump 
giving the 
large part of it was smoke. 


impression that a | 
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More Than 2000 Children 


Registered at Playgroundsz 


-More than 2000 children were 
registered at the nine city play- 
grounds: during the 10-week sum- 
mer period, according to a review 
of activities released today by the 
Park and Recreation Department. 
A total of 104,749 visits were made 
and, of this number, 20;914 were at 


- 


third, and others, in order, were 
Deming, Wahconah, Crane, Cool- 
idge, Pitt and Francis Avenue. 


A total of 371 children made} 
trips, during the summer, to a Red| 
Sox game in Boston, Tanglewood, 
Forest Park in Springfield ge 3 | 
Roosevelt’s Hyde Park 4 


Wahconah Park 
Fee for PHS 


Being (qecked 
7 4@~ 
Murphy Déesn’t Y, 
Think School 
Should Pay $30 


School Committeeman Eugene J. 
Murphy is having School Superin- 
tendent Edward J. Russell check 
with the Park Department “why 


the Pittsfield High football team| 
ig being charged $30 a game for| 


the use of Wahconah Park for 
night games this fall.” 


*T don’t see why a, public school 


) has to pay a fee for a public field,” 


Murphy said, “when I know that}! 
private outfits get the use of Wah- 


conah for nothing.” 


Russell ventured that 


he would get a full 
gackson J. Perry, 
rector. 


Mrs. Caroline C. Plunkett, com- 
mitteeman, added that the Park 
Department is “having enough otf 
a struggle for money and $30 isn’t 
asking an terrible’ lot for night 


games.” 


Murphy also suggested that it 
might be a good idea to take out 
football 
players “in the light of what hap- 
pened to Bill Johnson.” (Johnson, 
a Pittsfield High tackle, broke his 
jeg in the first game almost a year 
ago, and is still being treated for| 


Ila@bility insurance on 


there 
would: -be - additional. -maintenance 
costs for night football games but 
report from 
recreation di- 


Mayor Requests, More 
Wahconah 


Funds .for 


the. Common; 


. _ 


Becatise he believes that .the the piles. It is ‘also. necessary to 


erection of an’ adequate grandstand 
is not Only.a good financial‘ invest- 
ment ‘but also a »good \advertise- 
‘ment: for ‘the city,; Mayor James 
Fallon today filed an order call- 


| \ing for a suppleméntal appropria- 


tion of $26;000 to the existing ai- 
location of $50,000 for a new Wah- 


| conah Park ‘grandstand and en- 


trance. 
“You will understand that, al- 
though the city is constructing the 
stand and rendering it safe,” the 
mayor says, “it is an investment 
rather than an expenditure of mon- 
ey, or rather an expenditure of 
money in the form of an invest- 
ment, The city receives a com- 
mission from, baseball: games; from 
the boxing. exhibitions; and if pro- 
fessional football shal]. be intro- 
duced, then a commission from the 
football games} so-that eventually 
\the ‘returns from these games are 
expected to be ‘substantial. In 
addition to. this, the modern. city 
has ben using funds for the pur- 
| {pose of advertising the city. I 
iknow of no better advertisement 
for’ a city than a good baseball 
‘team. In addition to its advertis- 
ing, value, it’ brings to the city 
;patrons of the game, who patronize 
‘our merchants, the keepers of res- 
taurants and who contribute to 
various other activities. As a mat- 
ter of fact towns and cities of 
|10,000 and 11,000. are maintaining 
baseball fields and baseball clubs 
{for advertising purposes. 
Concrete Piles Needed 

“I want to remind you that a 
thorough study has’ been made of 
all available sites for a baseball 
and football field and it has been 


the injury. Only three weeks 480), | the concensus that Wahconah Park 


he was returned to Hillcrest Hos- 
pital for further surgery to the 


. pita 
Jey. 


Ru ssell said that Coach Art Fox): 


city for the location of such a field. 
| Unfortunately, the subsoil is such 


ie the most desirable place in the 
|jthat a-grandstand must -be rend- 


| was ljoking into such a possibility. |||ereq safe by the driving of piles 


; - 


and the use of concrete connecting 
PBPPPPPLPBPPPP PPP P PPL 7 


so arrange the foundation: and the 
grandstand that the field can. be 
heightened to: the’ extent of two 
feet at some future time when» ma- 
terial is available. therefor.” 

The mayor has been given to 
understand that material for the 
grandstand can be purchasel in the 
near future. With a proper start 
in the spring, the grandstand prob- 


ably. would be ready for the base- | 


ball season’ next. year. With the 
erection of the grandstand and 
proper concession and toilet facili- 
ties, the Park Commission has in- 
dicated that rentals: would be in- 
creased considerably. This season 
the Pittsfield’ Professional Baseball 
Corporation paid only $500: for the 
use of Wahconah Park and “the 
Shire City AC, boxing promoters, 
paid $50 a night. 

The baseball corporation also 
provided a fulltime caretaker for 
the park, 

In his order for the money, the 
mayor points out that the funds 
are to be spent and + the work 
shall be supervised .\by a special 
committee consisting® of Frederic 
Van Wie, superintendent of pub- 
lic buildings, Robert S. Milne, in- 
spector of buildings, 
Butler, 


marked to resurfacing the new 


automobile entrance to Wahconah}? 


Park. Also, along the lines of 


Councilman Edward McDonald’s}, 


Suggestion, curbing is going to be 
knocked down so that many cars 
can leave and enter the park at 
,one time. 


Springside had sec- 
ond “highest attendance; Clapp, 


William J.}' 
Park Commissioner Wil-}: 
liam J. Carrigan and Public Works}; 
Commissioner Canfield S. Dickie.}; 

Some of the money will be ear-|j 


Twelve hundred participatet; 

first Mardi gras parade, als 

| Copied in the first annual diaper 
| derby. 

| A permanent city-wide Play- 
iground Neighborhood Council was 
‘formed by the various Playground 
neighborhood councils, the first in 
several years. More than $120 was 
realized from a paper. salvage 
drive to purchase extra supplies. | 
More than 2800 copies of the sum- 

mer playground newspaper, writ- |j 
ten in seven issues by playground || 
reporters, were distributed, and 27 

radio programs were written and 

presented by Jean Guiltinan, Clapp | 
leader. | 


| During the season, 4905 parents 
jand children saw the 22 free movies 
Shown by Reginald LaBelle at the 
nine city areas, West Pittsifeld, |} 
jand Coltsville Community Center. 


|The films were sponsored by the 


Colonial Beacon Oil Company and 





|| Weyerhauser Timber Company. ) 


Improving Wahcqnah 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— | 
I read with much intetest ALG | 


statement made by Mayor Fallon 
that it would be to Pittsfield’s ad- 


vantage if improvements were 
made at Wahconah Park. | i 
This is undoubtedly true; but J' 
feel that it is:far more important . 
that the money be spent in building | 
club; houses for. the teams rather 
than building new grandstands. *| 
By building the club houses es 
would¢not only serve the. ball 
teams, but we would also adjgue | 
tise Our city’s hospitality in gi 
the visiting teams our best. 5 
JANET P. LINDLEY. 


% * 


It is our. understanding that 
the proposed grandstand at Wah- 
conah Park will include separate 
locker rooms: and showers for 
the home and visiting teams.— 
Ed. 


Pittsfield. 





‘The Probl 


| gt ions which prevailed at Wah- | 
: conah Park Jast night in. the crucial 
Canadian-Ameérican League play-offs were 


- ve if ® e . unfortunate’ for players and spectators: 
City Administration Hit/. <6, 4 | alike. “Naturally it will cause considerable: 


| 9 local discussion whether it is desirable or | 
by laxpayers 
C 


«at IGet 
Associatiot! | Wise for the: city: to expend a, considerable 


_ Ahern Charges Mayor and Council 
With Confusing and Inconsistent 
. Policy on Public Recreation 


The mayor and City Council to- 
day were charged with a policy 
“confusing and inconsistent” in re- 
gard ‘to public recreation by the 
Pittsfield Taxpayers’ Agsociation. 
In a letter filed in the office of 
the city clerk and signed by Philip 
C, Ahern, secretary. the, associa- 
tion asked whether Jackson J. Per- 
ry was 'to be “cashiered for deliv- 
ering the goods” and predieted that 
“if certain Council members have 
' their way, we shall inevitably place 
politics in our parks instead of rec- 
reation.” 

Ahern’s Letter 

The letter follows: 

We find the city government’s 
policy in vegard to public recre- 
ation confusing and inconsistent. 
The mayor has,cut the recrea- 
tion budget to the bone, ‘while a 
majority of the City Council 
wishes to oust Mr. Pefry. A few 
short months ago we endorsed 





not agree that a recreation. pro- 
gram should be provided only 
for \ adolescents, and limited 
largely to the summer season. 
Smacks of Politics 

What a majority of the’ City 
Council has-done, and pkan to do, 
towards ousting \Mr.. ° Rerry 
smacks: of aj.»brand of politics | 
happily absent from Pittsfield : 
for over a recade, It™ has juse 
about as much substance ias the 
recent attempt to déelare an 
emergency out of.°a fiverinch 
snowfall. We are not unmindful 
of the demands of those persons 
who believe, they are qualified 
to. fill this job. But perhaps, in 
this connection, it would help. in 


justice to recall several simple ; 
3 n % + 


factSm! eee ; 
Mr. Perry has gained city- 
wide participation, im his pro- 


ir € 
gram. He bas ie port o : 
publie opinion! Pie. been | 


successful despiteyedds deliber- 


sum of money there to installa grandstand 


lin the immediate future and to ultimately 
Spend additional sums to raise the level of 
the playing surface to obtain better drain- |, 


Page. 


Hy 


E At:the outset it must be said that night 
‘sports in the Berkshire.autumn will have 
‘to contend with the element of foc, to 


Some extent, no matter where i#€@ playing 


field is situated, when the contests are pre- 
sceded by“warm. sunny days.’ Hot days and 
icold nights are what make fog. It is true 
that fog has a ténden¢cy to settle in low 
places and frequently -in the ‘vicinity of 
water courses: But this is not always so. |. 
Sometimes, in fact, because of meteorolog- | 
ical factors, in which we are by no means 9 
expert, it has been our observation that fog | 
will settle on high places leaving low places 
inviolate. 

Doubtlessly, the dump ‘fires in the Wah- 
conah Park area are an ageravating factor 
in both fog creation. and attraction as well 
as providing a smoke nuisance in their own 


the appointment of a ‘superin- 
tendent of parks and recreation, 
and were prepared to meet the 
costs of the new program. We 
are satisfied with developments 
so far; we assumed they would 
*’ «continue. The city government 1s 


ately placed in his™path. He has | 
et Fa worked 15 or 16 hours. | 
a day: He has done it because he, 
is qualified by training and ex; 
perience, because he has the 
natural ability andthe sincerity | 
of purpose to give only his best. } 


right. However, it appears that the Park|| 
Department exercised uncommon diligence | : 
yesterday in keeping this nuisance at al 
minimum. Because of the factor of fires, 
apparently extinguished, becoming reignit- 


doing its thinking after, rather 
» “than before, the fact. 

* The mayor’s attitude _ lacks 
none of his convictions, integrity 
or honesty. We believe, however, 
that he has been too vig@pous in 
‘slashing those parts of the recre- 
ational budget which would have 
provided a year-round program 
of aetive citizen participation, 
under trained supervision. To cut 
supervsion of recreation is com- 
parable to providing schools 
without school teachers. We 
agree substantially with the 
mayor’s position in regard to so- 
cial or civie centers, bub we~do 


ee  —— 


He has brought to this city the 
thing it long sought and never 
got in a period of 10 years of 


trial and error. Is he to be cash- 


iered for being suecessful, for 
working day and night for de- 
livering the goods? ; 

We submit, it is too late for 
the city govermment to be mak- 
ing up its mind as to whether 
the city wants: public recreation, 
or shall contifue“the services of 
an admirable publi¢e servant. The 


time for backtrdcking has passed. } 
Tf certain Council members have 


their way, we shall inevitably 
place politics in our parks in- 
stead of recreation. 


’ 


ed. from, combustible: material] smoldering 
at sub-surface levels, it. would perhaps be 
wise at ‘such. periods as yesterday to keep 
personnel withhose lines on guard before 
and during the: contests. To decry the 
dump alone, however, as a permanent. de- 
terrent to fall nighttime athletics at Wah- | 
conalht Park is unfair. In the near future | 
most combustible waste material. will be 


consumed at the ‘City’s new incinerator 
plant. 


Despite the nearness of the present city | 
dump to Wahconah Park, ‘it will have to be | 
admitted that- during the regular summer 
playing season, fog has: not. been a. par- 
ticularly difficult problem<to the ‘baseball 
team. -Only on one or two. océasions dur- 


ing the regular schedule has play had to be neonds 


interrupted or carfteled because-of it. And |i 
on’ these occasions, it was during, a rainy | 
spell with humid weather. “On both these 

occasions strict umpires and finicky mana- | 
gers could have protested -playing’ condi- |. 
tions on the score of -a: wet outfield as|' 
strongly as on the basis of -fog. | 


This does not mean to say that the com- |: 
mission charged with the responsibility -of | 
spending the taxpayers’ money should not || 


‘be extremely circumspect -before further |! 


developing Wahconah Park, ‘The City has |! 
a.tough problem in this respéct, especially. |?* 


since the problem of night athletic events | 


has entered the picture this year for the 

first time. The evidence so far adduced 

however, is not. sufficient to rule out the | 
development of Wahconah Park. Whether 

from one season of night athletics there is | 
sufficient evidence available to arrive at a 
wise decision is something which ‘should 

be thoroughly pondered. 





Delphine Godbout 
Elected Head of 

Speakers’ Club | 
At the annua! election of officers 
of the Pittsfield Speakers’ Ciub at 
the Hotel Wendell-Sheraton las: 
e\ ning. Miss Delphine M. God 


bout was chosen president fur the 


1945-1946 season, James Somers 
vice-president; Mrs. Janet Hincks 
corresponding secretary: Mrs Jo- 
seph H. Reardon, record: ng secre- 
tary, and J. Joseph Knoll was re- 
elected treasurer. 

The dinner meeting was altend- 
ed by members and guests. David 
J. Moran of the Franklin Speakers’ 
Club, was critic Arrangements 
were made for the club representa. 
tion at the annual Western Massa. 
chusetts Speakers’ Club Associa 
thon contest May 19. at Springfield 
Roger Prior will represent the 
local group in competition for the 
associalion trop.iy awarded each 
year 

The annual outing will be at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Knol! some 
time in June. Mrs. Nita Lamb 
won the May award for the best 
speech of the evening, and Miss 
Agnes M. Godbout, second honors 
Miss Bessie George and James 
Somers were toastmasters and a} 
talk on “The Value of Public 
jae Study” was given by Mr 


Lights Go On 


+ Bein bis Wada. 
With V-E Day | 
Proclamation A oy 


With the official proclamation of 
V-E Day, lights went on again last 
‘night in Pittsfield after three 


‘months of wartime brownout. 


| Pittsfield’s semi-darkness | a 
helped the nation save 500,000 tons 
of coal during the most critical 
fuel shortage. 


Charles S. VanBuskirk, manager. 
of the Western Massachusetts 
‘Electric Company’s Pittsfield 
branch, was notified of the revoca- 
tion by the Boston WPB through | 
the company’s main office in 
Spring“eld. The regulations limit- 
ing commercial lighting were im- 
mediately suspended. - 

The brown-out prohibited all dis- 
play lighting including store win- 
dows, signs and theatre marquees 


‘and applied to daylight as well as 
Jnight illumination. 


\ 
In Washington, Mr. Falck 
warned, however, that conserva- 
tion of fuel must be continued un- 
til the defeat of Japan. 


—_—, 


Posthumous 
|Award Made Yo 


Pvt. Bourassa 


Mrs. Helen Bourassa. 22 Green- 
dale Avenue, has received the Pur- 
ple Heart posthumously awarded 
her husband, Pvt. Pau! E. Bourassa, 
who was killed in action in Ger-| 
many Feb. 28 while serving with 
an infantry outfit with the First 
Army. A bus operator for the | 
Berkshire Stree: Railway Pvt 
Bourassa was a member of the 
State Guard prior to his induction 
He was the son of Mrs. Laura 
Bourassa, 17 Melville Street. Be- 
| Sides his wife and mother he left 
two children, Paul Jr. and Caro] 


Ann. 
May DG s 





Blue Anchor Boat Livery’ 


Proposed by Park Board 


9 It City Acquires Property \ 


_- Park Commission plans for mak- 
- ing a boat livery of the Blue An- 
-» chor Club if it is acquired by the 
-. elty were disclosed last night by 
Chairman Archie K. Sloper as the 
City Council referred to the Fi- 
nance Committee the commission’s 
recommendation that the city pur- 
chase the property from Lawrence 
K. Miller for the amount he paid 
for it, $10,500. aa 6 

- Chairman Sloper said the com- 
mission had viewed the property, 
found the main building in good 
shape, but the L part which housed 
the. boats “in very poor condition.” 
This part he described as the “old 
Gates pavilion, moved: there 45 
years ago.” See a : 

. Pontoosuc Lake lacks a good 
boat livery, Sloper said, and Pitts- 
field people have to go to Lanes- 
boro to rent a boat. The Park 
Commission has in mind erecting 
a foot bridge across the lake chan- 
-nél, if the Blue Anchor property 
ig acquired. This would eliminate 


a-traffie hazard because cars would 


be parked on the bathing beach 
_ side instead of on the curve oppo- 
- site the club property. | 


Ediiorials—F eatures 


General 


Councilman Wood said h 
thought Mr. Miller did “a very wise 
thing in buying the property, to 


hold for the city” and he felt it 


could be developed into a fine recre- 
ational area for the citizens of 
Pittsfield. 


The lake frontage is 232 feet, 
Chairman Sloper said, and the cost 
would be 72 cents per square foot 
as compared with 76 cents. per 
Square foot paid by the city for the 
tea garden property. vera 

Councilman Purnell said he was. 
glad Mr. Miller had bought the’ 
property, describing it as “a clean 
purchase.” Purnell recalled “feel- 
ing differently’ about a previous’ 
purchase by the city on the lake 
front because of legal entangle-| 
ments involved. 

Councilman Thomas E. Enright 
thought the acquisition of the prop- 
erty was “a nice idea” but ex- 


‘pressed grave concern over the 


elimination of the traffic hazard. 
Chairman Sloper assured him “that 
he wouldn’t put anything there to 
gather heavy traffic.” He said he 
lived within 500 feet of the Blue 
Anchor Club curve and was fa- 
miliar with the road hazard. 


- — — — —e - 


News — 


City Edition _ 


hay > 
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“Abie’s Irish _ 
Rose” Coming. 
Here May 23 = 
2 Colonial To Have Ly 


First Stage Show 
In 10 Years 


One performance of the comedy, 


|“Abie’s Irish Rose,” will be given at 


the Colonial Theatre Wednesday 
night, May 23, as the first profes- 
sional and legitimate stage show 


‘presented at the local movie house 


for the past 10 years. Tickets 20 
on sale at the Colonial next. 
Wednesday. | 
The Anne Nichols play was re-| 
vived a year ago last May in Pitts- 
burgh and has been on the road 
since, doing a 10-week run in De- 
troit, an eight-week stand in Bos- 
ton and a nine-week engagement in 
Los Angeles, . 

The cast includes Liam Dunn in’ 
the role of Patrick Murphy, Rob- 
ert Leonard as Solomon Levy, with 
Bertha Walden and Eddie Pascal 
making up the Isaac Cohen family. 
Louise Snyder plays “Rose” and 
Henry Nichols will be seen as 
“Abie.” Stapleton Kent is the | 
Rabbi and Herbert Duffy, Father! 
Whalen. <i mie 
The last stage play seen in this | 
city was “Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
Which played to a full house at the 
Pittsfield High School auditorium a 
Winter ago. “Abie’s Irish Rose” 


| was popular nationally in the 1920s. 


Se 


City Council Goes to Bat, Y, 
¢ to 4, for More Red Points . 


City Purchases% |! 
NETT Property 4’ |! 
For $8000 mon 


_ Covering more ground than Rus- 
sia the City. Council last night in- 
vaded the domain of the OPA by 
adopting a resolution asking na- 
tional representatives to use their 
influence in providing a more 
equitable distribution of red points. 
Sponsored by Councilman George 
A. Purnell the measure was adopt- 
ed, 7 to 4. In favor were Purnell, 
Thomas E. Enright, Thomas E. De- 
Fazio, Edward J. Tierney, Walter 
S. Marsden, Joseph W. Wood, and 


without reducing the allotments 
available to the armed forces. 
Councilman Talbot wondered 
what the Council could do “since 
we haven’t any meat, anyway,” and 


Purnell countered that it was a. 


question of better distribution 
when the meat is available. He 
was supported by Councilman 
Wood. — . 
Councilman Lake wandered if 
the resolution was in order in view 
of the CIO resolve on the Little 


The 91,000-square-foot tract adja- 


cent to the municipal yard on Wes! 5 
Housatonic Street has been sold by ) 
the New England Telephone and } 
Telegraph Company to the city of } 
Pittsfield for $s0g8 its assessed 
valuation The deed was recorded 
yesterday in ‘he office of Register | 
of Deeds Walter S Dickie It was 

Signed by City Solicitor James M 

Rosenthal for the city and Warren 

C. Upton, district manager. for the . 


| 


John D. Lynch. Negative ballots|Steel Formula having been tossed company 
were cast by President Fred D. Re-|out at a previous meeting by Pres- Author ization for the purchase ' 
tallick, Harvey E. Lake, Leland C.|ident Retallick. Councilman Wood was voted several months ago by 
Talbot, and Joseph D. Binder. said the issues involved weren’t the the company \! 
Purnell contended the average|same, one having to do with a spe- The land will be used by Public || 
family isn’t allowed enough red|cial group seeking higher wages Works Commissioner Leon H Reed | 
points and is being forced to eatland the other involving all the for extension of his department's 
at restaurants which have an am-|people. His view was shared by yard facilities. There are no build- 
ple supply. He said a better point|Retallick who ordered a roll cail - ings = Also included is a 40-foot 
distribution system could be devised! vote on the resolution, a of way from Hawthorne Ave- 
“ : e 
CO  —————— ————————————— The property has a frontage of 
422 feet on the New York New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad The 
communications company has owned) 
it since 1912 It was planned as a 
pole and stock yard for the storage 
Of heavy construction materia!. bu! | 
was abandoned efier Httle more 
then a year of use 


eee —a 





